TUNIS (Pfctr*)— Deputy Prime Master and Foreign Minister Marwon 
Qosere Ins odd that ifce Aral) Cooperation Cnmcfl (ACQ is designed to 
promote joint Arab action among the foar-iocniber countries and open the 
gates of Arab nsoperazian with the .other And) countries. Addressing the 
91st station of the Arab League Consol Wednesday here, Qasem conveyed 
Jordan’s appredatitm to afl the Arab countries for wdcomfog the 
eataUbfamm of the ACC. Srcsahg that the ACC is founded on 
wefl-stoxtied bases, Qasem noted that membership In the ACC is open Cor 
any Arab country. Its estahSghnwnt is intended to nemforce ties among the 
Arab people, he sahL The estabfiahnxnt of the ACC, be added, is m 
harmony with current regional and mten»finiuri trends which « w at 
fo rming economic gatherings so as to preserve the number-countries’ 
interests and attain sodo-econounc development. He also asserted that the 
ACC would seek to latabfah the highest lewd of cooperation and 
coonliaation with the Gtdf Cooperation Council and the Arab Maghreb 
Union within the framework of developing joint Arab action. The Arab 
Council eadkr issued a statement during its 91st session 
nnanfanoudy welcoming the establishment of the ACC and Arab Maghreb 
Unkm and regarding them as ad vanced forms of joint Arab action. 
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Mubarak rejects talks with Shamir 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israeli ■Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
told visiting U.S. senators Wednesday that Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak bad turned down an invitation to meet him in W ash in gto n next 
week. A senior Israeli official said Shamir had proposed that he, Mubarak 
and President Bosh bold a ceremony at the WMte House marking a decade 
of Israeti-Egyptian peace. “He proposed a meeting fifce this a number of 
times but Mubarak rejected the proposal and set preconditions regarding 
the results of the meeting,” Shamir’s office said in a statement. Shamir told 
senators Daniel lnonye, Ernest Hoffings and Jake Garn he was aware that 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation was making gains in U.S. pnb&c 
opinion. “Even if the PLO stcceeded in advancing its puhBc relations, that 
does not make it a partner to negotiations with Israel, since its final goal is 
known to ns,” be said. Shamir said be would stress when be meets Bush 
that the Israeli people were united in opposition to the establishment of a 
Palestinian state. He gave no indication of any new Israeli peace proposals. 
Both Mnbarak and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir wiD be in 
Washington i rex t week for talks with President George Bush on ways to 
achieve Middle East peace. 
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King attends celebration 

AMMAN (Petra) — Armed Forces Supreme Commander His 
Majesty King Hussein Wednesday attended a grand celebration 
Prince Hamzeh Ibn AJ Hussein Battalion held on the ninth 
birthday anniversary of His Royal Highness Prince Hamzeh Ibn AJ 
Hussein. His Majesty was accompanied by Prince Hamzeh, Chief 
of the Royal Court and the King’s Adviser for Arab Army Affairs 
Field Marshal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, and Chief of Stiff General 
Fathi Abu Taleb. Welcoming the King, the battalion commander 
delivered a speech expressing pride, in naming die battalion after 
Prince Hamzeh. Hie celebration included a number of activities 
performed by the soldiers. His Majesty, later, gave cups to the 
winning groups. The battalion soldiers also presented Prince 
Hamzeh a gift on this anniversary. A number of officers were also 
present. 


King pays tribute 
to Catholic priest who 
donated heart, kidneys 

AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday 
paid tribute to the late Roman Catholic Priest William Jamal 
Ya'qoub Sawaiha who passed away last week and whose heart 
and two kidneys were donated by his family to three Jordanian 
citizens. 

In a message to the Roman Catholic Bishop of Amman Salim 
A! Sayegh, King Hussein hailed the great man “who had devoted. . 
his life to carry out a mission of affection and good deeds, and 
used his death as a means for the continuation of this mission and 
to preserve the life of three citizens.” 

“It is an act of great sacrifice and a sublime act. serving as an 
excellent example for other citizens,” the King said in his message 
which was also directed to the bereaved family. “I am over- 
whelmed with a feeling of grief at the loss of Father William 
Sawaiha and share with the bereaved family their sadness over 
their great loss, but at the same time I am filled with pride at the great 
deed and the blessed act,” King Hussein said. 

“Having passed away,” Father Sawaiha left behind his heart 
which is now alive in the body of Jamal Hussein and left his 
kidneys to benefit Marwan Qutaish and Ibrahim Dadouh. giving 
them a new life.” the King said. “Jordan is indebted to the late 
Father Sawaiha for this great deed of which all Jordanians are 
proud.” “May God bless the late priest’s soul and comfort the 
bereaved family for his loss." the King concluded. 

A team of Jordanian surgeons led by Dr. Daoud Hanania 
performed the heart transplant operation at A1 Hussein Medical 
Centre on March 22, shortly after the passing away of the 
38-year-okI priest who had died of a stroke. 


King Fahd extends 
state visit to Egypt 


CAIRO 4AF) — • King Fahd of 
Saadi Arabia derided Wednesday 
to add a day to his current official 
visit la Egypt. 

Egyptian officials said the ex- 
tofsxm was to aflow more time for 
(afltc between President Hosni 
Mubarak and the monarch. They 
said the new royal itinerary calls 
for FafaTs departure Friday in- 
stead of Thursday as previously 
planned . 

Fahd, the first Saudi monarch 
to visit Egypl since 1974. bad 
several hours of talks with 
Mnbarak Tuesday during a trip to 
the Suez Canal City of lstnailiya. 

On Wednesday, the Saudi and 
Egyptian leaders rode a slow-mov- 
ing, whist Je-st opping special train 
from Cairo through the N3e River 
Deha to the Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria, where they planned 
to spend the night. 

Egyptians have given Fahd a 
red-carpet reception wherever be 
has gone since his arrival Monday 
from Iraq. Thousands of cheering 
people, many based in for tire 
oocasfee. Hoed motorcade routes 
hi Cairo and bmaitfya. In the 
Son Canal, dozens of boats blew 
their whistles in greeting as Fahd 
and Mubarak made a one-hour 
Cruise in a and yacht. 

By any standard, Fahd’s tnesti- 
tBHtt has been the most elaborate 
for may head of stale since 
Rfcfcmd Numb h 1974, 

FaM'fi visit, which began a day 
after the treaty’s 10th 
«n h entit y, underscores Egypt's 
rehabfijtation in the Arab World 
fro® the attract* that the 1979 
peace treaty with Israel emtsed* 

Seventeen Arab countries, m- 
cfenUngSamH Arabia, revered <B- 
P* wnatic relation* almost fan- 
fissdfaitfc after Sadat and Israel** 
Me — che m Bc*b sfcned tfce treo. 

* J ^ Wmhfegtoo m Man* 26, 

OT. The Arab league a teu fooag 


Egypt’s membership and moved 
the organisation’s headquarters 
from Cairo -to Tunis, Tunisia’s 
capital. 

Jordan restored ties unilateral- 
ly in 1984, and most of the others 
followed after an Arab summit in 
November 1987 gave the go- 
ahead. Syria, Libya and Lebanon 
are the only remnants of the 
diplomatic boycott. 

And while Egypt remains out- 
side the League due to opposition 
by Syria and Libya to coding the 
suspension, the leaders of Iraq, 
Jordan and North Yemen have 
vowed to boycott any Arab sum- 
mit called before Egypt regains its 
League seat. The three and Egypt 
last month founded a supposedly 
economic grouping called the 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACCL 

The deriskm, disclosed by His 
Majesty King Hussein last Satur- 
day, practically rules out conven- 
ing an Arab summit without adv- 
ance assurances that the confer- 
ence’s first session wifi terminate 
Egypt's suspension. 

Saudi Arabia is to host the next 
regular Arab summit. 

No date has been set, and King 
Fahd has been reportedly de- 
laying action until inter-Arab 
q ua rrels are resolved. He indi- 
cated that Arab leaders may set a 
date for a regular summit after 
the holy month of Ramadan. 

Yasser Arafat, lender of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, has suggested an extraordin- 
ary Arab summit on Arab-lsradi 
peace efforts and said Morocco’s 
King Hassao was agreed to be its 
host. 

During a visit to Egypt last 
Saturday to iaSc with Mubarak 
and King Unarm, Arafat said 
Egypt’s recovery of Its An* 
League m timid head the agea- 
da of the proposed snmnriL 



Israel masses troops, police in Arab areas 

Palestinians to mark Land Day 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Police and troops massed in occupied Arab 
regions of Israel and the occupied territories 
Wednesday as ministers warned Arabs not to 
use the annual Land Day protest for violence 
against the Jewish state. 


A plainclothes Israeli policeman armed with a pistol stands on a 
Palestinian' girt after arresting and throwing her on' the ground in 
occupied Jerusalem. 


Hardline Industry and Trade 
Minister Ariel Sharon called for 
tougher laws and more deporta- 
tions to remove the East Jeru- 
salem leaders of the 15-month- 
old Palestinian uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

About 4,500 police and 500 
soldiers were on alert inside 
Israel to prevent unrest on Thurs- 
day's anniversary of bloody pro- 
tests in 1976 over the expropria- 
tion of Arab land in which six 
Israeli Arabs were shot dead. 

Underground leaders of the 
Palestinian uprising called in a 
leaflet this week for “strong 
popular demonstrations and 
fierce clashes” and urged Israel's 
700,000 Arab citizens to join the 
uprising. 

The army told international re- 
lief agencies the entire Gaza Strip 
would be under curfew from 
Wednesday night until Friday, 
confining 650,000 Palestinians to 
their homes. 

In the West Bank, troops 
placed more than 70,000 resi- 
dents under curfew in Tulkarem, 
Jenin and five refugee camps. 

Arab hospital officials reported 
that troops shot and wounded 
nine Palestinians in dashes in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
Wednesday. 

In northern Israel, where most 
Israeli Arabs live, Palestinian 
flags were unfurled Wednesday 
on mosques or electrical wires 


and pro-PLO slogans were scrib- 
bled on village walls, police said. 

Sharon, who ordered Israel's 
1982 invasion of Lebanon, said 
security services had identified 43 
Palestinian leaders of the uprising 
in East Jerusalem but could not 
move against them because they 
were shielded by Israeli law. 

Also Wednesday Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin urged 
changing Israeli law to allow 
more deportations of Palesti- 
nians. 

Rabin's remarks came Tuesday 
night in response to motions from 
right-wing , legislators about re- 
cent attempted Palestinian com- 
mando infiltrations from 
Lebanon. 

Asked why Israel has not 
targeted any military action 
against the mainstream Fateh 
wing headed by PLO chief Yasser 
Arafat: Rabin said, according to 
Haaretz: 

“Fateh is not a priority of the 
Israeli forces because it targets 
those who plan attacks on 
Israel.” 

In excerpts of the speech 
broadcast by Army Radio, Rabin 
also disclosed that 6,300 Palesti- 
nians from the occupied lands 
were under detention in Israeli 
prisons, in addition to 4,000 com- 
mandos. 

“Why don’t you deport them?” 
legislator Yair Sprinzak of the 
ultra-nationalist Moledel faction 


shouted at Rabin. 

Rabin was quoted as replying 
that Israeli law barred him from 
deporting many detainees be- 
cause they lived in East Jeru- 
salem, annexed by Israel as pan 
of its capital. 

Since the uprising began on 
Dec. 8, 1987, 49 Palestinians have 
been deported to Lebanon. 
Twelve others have been served 
with expulsion orders. 

In a related development, 
another legislator Dedi Zucker 
wrote a letter to Rabin protesting 
that only 27 of 600 complaints of 
brutality by soldiers in the occu- 
pied territories have resulted in 
trials, Israeli news reports said. 

“This gravely damages the 
army’s ability to deter violators of 
instructions and orders,” Zucker 
said. 

Military commanders have said 
that 50 troops were punished or 
charged for illegal shootings or 
beatings during the uprising. 

Haaretz reported, meanwhile, 
that Israel’s armay has uprooted 
23.440 trees along roads where 
protests are common, in the occu- 
pied lands during the 15-month- 
old Palestinian uprising. 

In the West Bank city of Heb- 
ron Wednesday, dozens of 
Palestinians shuttered their shops 
at the start of a three-day com- 
mercial strike to protest the death 
of a 75-year-old merchant who 
died of a gunshot wound suffered 
during a robbery last week. 

Arab reports said the four 
assailants were believed to be col- 
laborators with Israel because 
they had guns. 

A 15-year-old Palestinian was 
shot and wounded in the elbow as 
army troops fired during protests 
in Hebron, Arab reports said. 

Three Palestinians, including 


boys aged 7 and 11, also were 
reported wounded with rubber 
bullets in clashes in two refugee 
camps in the Gaza Strip. 

Israel's army commander in the 
occupied West Bank said Tues- 
day that troops were staying out 
of Arab villages under a new 
policy to avoid confrontation with 
Palestinians. 

Israel is under pressure from 
the United States to ease tensions 
in the occupied territories as a 
prelude to Middle East peace 
efforts. 

Major-General AmramMitzna, 
head of Central Command, told 
Reuters -the new policy had 
proved itself by reducing casual- 
ties in the West Bank in recent 
weeks, compared with the early 
months of the Palestinian up- 
rising. 

“We have really been going 
less and less into villages, and I think 
it has worked,” he said before 
joining Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir for lunch at a Jewish' 
settlement. 

“We don’t want to raise the. 
level of tensions,” he said. 

Other security sources said 
Palestinian activists were in-: 
creasingly taking control of the 
West Bank countryside because 
the army lacked the forces to 
carry out the widespread raids of 
earlier months. 

They said troops effectively 
controlled only the major towns 
and highways, with Palestinian 
popular committees and “striking 
forces" running as many as ISO 
remote villages. 

The army has cut down on 
“initiated actions” where troops 
raid refugee camps and villages to 
arrest suspected Arab activists 
and force residents to erase 
nationalist slogans, they said. 


Arafat 
arrives 
for talks 
in Algiers 

ALGIERS (R) — PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat arrived in 
Algiers Wednesday to briefing 
President Chadli Benjedid on 
his meeting earlier this month 
with His Majesty King Hussein 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak 

The Algerian News Agency 
(APS) reported he would also 
bring the Algerian president 
up-to-date on the latest round 
of talks between the United 
States and the PLO which took 
place in Tunisia on March 22. 

Diplomatic sources in 
Algiers believe Benjedid is 
playing a mediating role be- 
tween Egypt and Syria to pre- 
pare the ground for Cairo's 
readmission to the Arab 
League from which it was ex- 
pelled after a separate peace 
treaty with Israel 10 years ago. 

Syrian President Hafez AJ 
Assad visited Algeria 10 days 
ago on a North African tour 
which also included Libya and 
Tunisia. 

Syria, unlike other Arab 
states, has not recognised an 
independent Palestinian state 
declared at a meeting of the 
Palestine National Council in 
Algiers in mid-November. 

In a statement at the airport, 
Arafat said talks due. shortly 
between the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation and French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
would represent another major 
gain for the Palestinian cause. 

Meanwhile Arafat has prom- 
ised an Afghan government 
delegation that the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) will do what it can for 
national reconciliation in 
Afghanistan. 

The Palestine News Agency 
WAFA said Arafat made the 
promise at a meeting in Tunis 
Tuesday with the delegation 
led by Najmuddin Kawyani, a 
member of the Politburo of 
Afghanistan’s ruling People’s 
Democratic Party. 

Arafat has good relations 
both with the Kabul govern- 
ment and with the Pakistani 
government, which Kabul ac- 
cuses of helping the Mujahe- 
deem rebels now attacking the 
town of Jalalabad. 


Syrian troops intensify shelling of 
enclave despite Aoun’s call for ceasefire 


BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian forces 
blasted the besieged Falangist en- 
clave with rocket fire Wednes- 
day, ignoring a ceasefire Army 
Commander Gen. Michel Aoun 
had railed to halt the bloodiest 
round of civil war fighting in four 
years. 

“We are adhering to the truce 
despite the random Syrian shell- 
ing that has targeted even hospit- 
als," Aoun told a news confer- 
ence. “But our patience has 
limits." 

The general set no deadline. 
He said: “The Syrian leadership 
is crazy. It is acting in a terrorist 
way. We shall complain to the 
U.N- Security Council and the 
Arab League about the new Sy- 
rian attacks." 

Sporadic salvos fired from mul- 
ti-barreled rocket launchers thun- 
dered over the Lebanese capital 
all day. despite the truce Aoun 
proclaimed at midnight (2200 
GMT Tuesday) in response to an 
Arab League appeal. 

The firing intensified at night- 
fall. Aoun accused Syrian gun- 
ners of frying to destroy grain 
houses and fuel tanks at the 
Beirut port, which is controlled 
by his 9th Army Brigade. 

The Mediterranean harbour 
was shrouded in black smoke by 
nightfall. 

Police said a man was killed 


and four people were wounded in 
the fresh bombardment. That 
raised the death toll to 122 and 
the wounded to 376 in three 
weeks of fighting. 

The U.S. embassy said Ambas- 
sador John McCarthy's residence 
in the suburb of Yanze was struck 
by a Syrian shell Tuesday night, 
damaging the living quarters but 
causing no casualties. 

An embassy spokeswoman said 
McCarthy was in the bomb shel- 
ter at the time. The residence lies 
midway between the presidential 
palace and the Defence Ministry. 

Aoun criticised McCarthy for 
issuing a protest only when his 
residence was hit, ignoring the 
bombardment of other areas of 
the Falangist enclave. 

"I feel sorry that Ambassador 
McCarthy was able to see only 
the shell that struck his residence. 
There were thousands of other 
shells falling on the people else- 
where. He should have been bol- 
der In his protest," Aoun said. 

“Western Europe is closer to 
us than the United States in this 
confrontation .” said Aoun at the 
news conference, which was 
broadcast by Falangist radio and- 
television stations. 

Col. Joseph Shidiak, who com- 
mands a police unit providing 
protection for diplomats, said the 
Belgian and Turkish embassies 


near the presidential palace in 
suburban Baabda and the resi- 
dence of British Ambassador 
Alann Ramsay in Rabieh also 
have been hit by Syrian rockets 
this week. No * casualties were 
reported in any of-tbe three loca- 
tions. 

Earlier Wednesday, a com- 
munique by Aoun's headquarters 
said the sudden bombardment 
after the ceasefire caught' the 
population in east Beirut as they 
were emerging from bomb shel- 
ters to buy food and take stock of 
the damage wreaked by six con- 
secutive nights of relentless bom- 
bardment. 

Militiamen in Shweifat, just 
south of Beirut, from where Sy- 
rians and allied Druze fighters 
have been firing into the Falan- 
gist heartland, appeared disgrun- 
tled. 

“We do not like to kill our 
Lebanese brethren," said a fight- 
er with Druze warlord WaJid 
Junblatt’s Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP) who identified him- 
self only as Abu Antar. 

“We don’t like this dirty war. 
Civilians are dying on both 
sides," he told this reporter. 
“The fighting can last for as long 
as we and they have ammuni- 
tion." 

Police said at least 250,000 
people have fled west and south 


Beirut in recent days. 

The shelling has damaged pow- 
er plants, leaving some areas in 
total darkness and others with 
only a few hours of electricity a 
day. 

The latest fighting began two 
days after Aoun clamped a block- 
ade March 6 on illegal ports 
operated by opposition militias 
along the Mediterranean coast- 
line. These facilities have been 
depriving the government of an 
estimated $100 million a year in 
tax revenues. 

In retaliation, Syrian troops 
and allied militiamen besieged 
east Beirut and the surrounding 
hinterland, confining an esti- 
mated 1 million Christians to a 
crescent-shaped. 800-square- 
kilometre enclave with the 
Mediterranean at their backs. 

Syria keeps some 40,000 troops 
in northern and eastern provinces 
as well as west Beirut under a 
1976 Arab League mandate to 
end the civil war. 

Falangist leaders say Syria can 
no longer play the role of a 
neutral peacekeeper because of 
its bias towards the opposition. 

The foreign ministers of the 
22-member Arab League were 
meeting this week in Tunis, seek- 
ing a settlement of the conflict. 
They appealed Tuesday for a 
ceasefire. 


‘Montazeri asked Khomeini to stop killings* 


PARIS (R) — Ayatollah Hossein 
Ali Montazeri appealed to Ira- 
nian revolutionary leader Ayatol- 
lah Ruhollah Khomeini at least 
twice last year to stop thousands 
of executions, according to letters 
made public in Paris Wednesday. 

The letters showed that Mon- 
tazeri, whose resignation as 
Khomeini’s successor-designate 
was announced Tuesday, feared 
that an implacable wave of offi- 
cial killings was turning people 
against the revolution and black- 
ening Iran's name. 

Iran's official media issued ex- 
tracts Tuesday from a recent ex- 
change of letters in which Mon- 
tazeri. 66. told Khomeini he was 
unfit for the burden of supreme 
leadership and wanted to return 
to the simple life of a theology 
Teacher. Knomeini, 86, accepted. 

MonrazerTs attempts to stop 
what he referred to os "thousands 
of executions in a few day’s" were 
made in two letters to Khomeini 
dated July 4 and 31. 1988 and 
made public by the office of 
former Iranian President 


Abolhassan Bani Sadr, who lives 
in Paris. 

In the July 31 letter, Montazeri 
told the Imam that zealots acting 
in his name were going too far 
with the execution of imprisoned 
political opponents. 

"Many are the innocents and 
minor offenders who were ex- 
ecuted following your last order,” 
he said. 

The killings were being seen by 
the people as "acts of hatred and 
vengeance” and were alienating 
the families of the prisoners, most 
of whom were believers and re- 
volutionaries. 

Even if they had recanted, pris- 
oners were still being put to 
death. 

“Violence and executions have 
so far given us nothing, but they 
have provoked media propagan- 
da against us and given credit 
to... counter-revolutionaries,” 
Montazeri added. 

If Iran were to display clemen- 
cy. it would win sympathy. “The 
execution of thousands of people 
in a few days will not create 


favourable reactions," he said in 
the eight-point letter. 

“If you insist that your order be 
carried out. then demand that the 
(prosecuting tribunal's) sentence 
be unanimous. Demand that 
women, especially the mothers of 
families, not be executed." 

In the earlier letter Montazeri 
informed Khomeini that he 
henceforth refused” all religious 
responsibility." 

He cited the case of a provin- 
cial mullah who had complained 
that a prisoner who had fully 
recanted was executed anyway. 

The prisoner, who was not 
named, said in response to the 
tribunal's questions that he was 
ready to publicly condemn his 
past opposition and to go to the 
Gulf war front as well. 

But when he refused to declare 
his readiness “to go to the mine- 
fields,” the tribunal decided be 
had not truly changed and had 
him executed. 

Montazeri said the decision 
had not been unanimous and 
added that "in reality 1 , it is the 


Ministry of Intelligence (internal 
security) representative who 
holds the real power whereas the 
others in fact have no influence.” 

The tribunal, set up on 
Khomeini’s orders, also included 
a mullah and representative of 
the revolutionary prosecutor’s 
office. 

In a separate letter to its three 
members, dated Aug. 15, Mon- 
tazeri complained of summary 
executions and "this genocide of 
prisoners, without trial.” 

“Combatting ideas by means of 
terror is a mistake.” he said. “On 
what criteria are you now execut- 
ing people who have nor been 
sentenced to death?” 

Montazeri also reminded 
Khomeini of a verse from the 
Koran, in which the Prophet 
Mohammad enjoins his follow- 
ers: “As far as possible, do not 
apply punishment. It is preferable 
to pardon because, in case of 
error, one can' go back on a 
pardon but not on a punish- 
ment.” 


Maksoud: 

Talks 

starting on 

Mideast 

parley 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Arab League's U.N. observer has 
said the U.N. secretary general 
was beginning consultations with 
the five permanent members of 
the Security Council on conven- 
ing a Middle East peace confer- 
ence. 

A U.N. spokesman was unable 
to confirm the report and a Coun- 
cil source said he was unaware of 
such talks. 

“I understand that the secret- 
ary general is undertaking today, 
this afternoon, with the perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council, discussions on the inter- 
national conference, and I am 
sure that the Lebanese situation 
will be a matter of deep and 
urgent concern." Arab League 
representative Oovis Maksoud 
told a news conference. 

Fighting over the past two 
weeks has been described as the 
worst in Lebanon's 1 4-year-old 
civil war. 

Maksoud said he had earlier 
discussed with Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar the de- 
teriorating security situation in 
Lebanon and the situation in the 
Israeli-occupied territories, scene 
of a 15-month -old Palestinian up- 
rising. 

Maksoud said he was satisfied 
with Perez de Cuellar’s re- 
sponses, “especially as he is in- 
itiating today intensive discus- 
sions to prepare for the interna- 
tional conference.” 

The General Assembly has re- 
peatedly called for a conference 
under U.N. auspices to resolve 
the Arab-Israel conflict. It would 
involve all parties to the dispute, 
including the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), and the five 
permanent members of the 
Security Council — the United 
States, the Soviet Union, Britain, 
China and France. 

Referring to the latest upsurge 
of violence in Lebanon, Maksoud 
said it was “bordering on what I 
would call collective madness.” 
Preparations for a Middle East 
conference would make the 
Lebanese realise that “they have 
to get their bouse in order, in 
order that they can partake in' 
their responsibilities towards 
Lebanon and towards the region 
as a whole," he added. 
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Hungry Sudanese receive aid 
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NAIROBI (R) — The United Nations plans to send 
famine relief convoys into rebel-held areas of south- 
ern Sudan this week to feed more than 100,000 
people threatened with starvation, a U.N. spokes- 
man said Wednesday. 


Dedef Palm, an official of the 
United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) which is coordinating 
U.N. relief operations on the 
rebel side, said the first convoy of 
trucks was expected to cross the 
Sudanese border from Kenya 
Thursday or Friday. 

“We plan to move 25,000 ton- 
nes by road and by air, but we 
wOl have only two months to do 
it," Palm told Reuters. 

The onset of the rainy season in 
May is expected to make most 
roads and airstrips in southern 
Sudan impassable. 

Palm said non-government 
organisations would distribute 
food and medical supplies by 
truck on behalf of UNICEF to a 
vast area of southeastern Sudan 
occupied by the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 


• UNICEF was also planning to 
airlift food and medicine into 
rebel-held areas, using planes 
pledged by Western donors at a 
conference in Khartoum earlier 
this month, he said. 

The relief operation was 
announced a day after rebel lead- 
er John Garang agreed to let food 
move through his lines to govern- 
ment-held areas in the South, 
acc epting to U.S. legislators visit- 
ing Sudan. 

They said Garang told them 
SPLA soldiers would escort the 
food convoys but he wanted fore- 
ign observers to ensure supplies 
were not going to government 
troops. 

Garang's pledge does not affect 
the UNICEF operation, which 
will distribute food exclusively to 
rebel-held areas. 

The United Nations estimates a 


quarter of a million people died 
from famine in southern Sudan 
last year as a result of civil war, 
drought and flooding. 

It has also expressed fears that 
a further 100,060 could die this 
year unless 100,000 tonnes of 
emergency food supplies are 
moved rapidly into the area. 

The United Nations has urged 
the government and SPLA to 
observe a period of tranquility 
from April 1 to allow the. relief 
operation to take place smoothly. 

The SPLA has been fighting 
since 1983 a gains t what it sees as 
domination of Sudan's mainly 
Christian south by the Muslim 
North. 

Prime Minister Sadeq Al 
Mahdi, who formed a new coali- 
tion government at the weekend, 
urged Garang Monday to re- 
spond to government moves to 
end the civil war. 

Palm said relief convoys would 
cross the frontier from 
Lokichockio in northwestern 
Kenya to supply an area of south- 
ern Sudan east of the Nile and 
south of the Sobat River which is 
as big as neighbouring Uganda. 


The United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) is 
organising a similar U.N. relief 
operation for government-held 
areas of southern Sudan from 

Khartoum. 

Palm said UNICEF planned to 
move . about half its famine 
relief supplies into sontbern 
Sudan by air, using the airstrips at 
Pochala, Pibor Post, Kapoeta, 
Torit and Nasir. 


The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC), which 
is already airlifting relief supplies 
into several government and re- 
bel-held towns in southern 
Sudan, would continue to supply 
SPLA-held areas on the West 
Bank of the Nile, be added. 

Palm said the ICRC would also 
continue to supply Kongor, a 
town on the east bank where it is 
already operating. 

The rebel movement has cap- 
tured a string of army garrisons in 
recent weeks and the govern- 
ment's presence in the. south has 
been reduced to a series of iso- 
lated towns, many packed with 
refugees from the fighting. 


Turkish deputy slain in parliament 


ANKARA (R) — An opposition, 
deputy was shot dead by another 
deputy in Turkey's parliament 
building Wednesday as political 
tension ran high after defeats for 
the ruling party in nationwide 
local elections. 

The semi-official Anatolian 
News Agency said Abdurrezak 
Ceylan, from the centre-right 
True Path Party (DYP), died 
after being taken to hospital for 
emergency surgery for a gunshot 
wound in the chest. 

* The agency said the alleged 
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' assailant, Idris Arikan, a member 
of Prime Minister Turgut Ozal’s 
Motherland Party, had denied 
firing at Ceylan. He said the shot 
was fired by another deputy. 

DYP leader Suleyman Demirel 
told reporters after the shooting: 
“This is a regretful, ugly incident. 
We have not had such an incident 
under this roof for half a cen- 
tury.” 

“I don't think it was politically 
motivated,” he said before going 
to see Ceylan in Ankara's Ibn 
Sina Hospital. 


ALGERIA — President Chadli 
Benjedid called on the ruling 
National Liberation Front (FLN) 
Tuesday to put its house in order 
to meet the challenges of a new 
democracy. 

Opening a meeting of the par- 
ty's Central Committee, Ben- 
jedid said if the FLN wanted 
success it bad no choice but to 
reshuffle its ranks and master the 
new rules. 

“(The FLN) most move beyond 
speculations, and avoid Byzan- 
tine debates, marginal conflicts 
and divisions,” he said. Benjedid 
told other members of the party’s 
Central Committee that reforms 
which ended the FLIT'S monopoly 
on power and set up. a multi-party 
system responded to the wishes of 

the people. 

The reforms were contained 
within a new constitution over- 
whelmingly adopted in a referen- 
dum Feb. 23. They were tabled 
after the government promised 
more freedom to end a week of 
anti-austerity riots in October 
which left at least 162 dead. 

“It was necessary to have a 
constitutional law, stripped of all 
political references,” he said. The 
new constitution has deleted vir- 
tually all references to socialism. 

It allows the creation of inde-> 
pendent political associations, 
guarantees all workers the right 
to strike and protects collective 
and individual rights. 

A week after it was adopted 
the Algerian military announced 
it was quitting politics and re- 
moved all its members from the 
FLN Central Committee in 
another move reshaping Algeria's 
political landscape. 

Benjedid strongly rejected 
charges from the anti-reformist, 
hardline wing of the party that he 
was trying to turn the page on 
socialism. 


Chadli Benjedid 

He said free medicine, educa- 
tion and a house for all would 
remain the tenets of the country's 
political faith - . 

“The constitution does not 
come down in favour of any one 
option. The choice is left to the 
people... socialism cannot be im- 
posed by a constitution or pres- 
idential decree,” Benjedid said 

Benjedid alluded to recent 
threats by some Muslim fun- 
damentalists against other Alge- 
rians, particularly on university 
campuses where they are 
opposed to dual facilities for men 
and women. 

“The state will not permit 
(threats)... if it is necessary to 
reply with violence to those that 
use violence we will reply,” he 
said. 

Nahda bite back 

The Islamic movement hit back 
Wednesday at a press campaign to 
discredit it and accused the admi- 
nistration of bias. 

A statement by Rashed Ghan- 
nouchi, leader of the Nahda (Re- 
naissance) Movement, said actions 
of the government were lowering 
the tone of the campaign for the 
Sunday elections and “give reason 
to believe that they represent the 
prelude to a retrograde step.” 

The Nahda Movement has not 
yet received legal recognition but it 
is taking part in the elections in- 
directly through Independent lists 
in 20 out of the 25 constituencies. 
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WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


Another rise in temperature will 
occur and winds wOl be northwesterly 
fresh. In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly fresh and seas wavy. 


Minimax. temp. 
Amman 3 / 15 


Aqaba 10/25 

Deserts 2/J8 

Jordan Valley 8/22 


Yesterday 5 high temperatures: Am- 
man 1 1 , Aqaba 23. Humidity readings: 
Ammon 41 per cent, Aqaba 38 ner 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church Sweifleh 


Members of parliament, 
among several categories of civi- 
lians allowed to cany guns in 
Turkey, reconvened Tuesday 
after a two-week recess. 

Ozal, a 61-year-old conserva- 
tive in office since three years of 
army rule ended in .1983, has 
resisted calls to resign and call an 
early general electiorf. 

F.rrial Tnonn, leader of SHP 
which topped the poll with 28.4 
per cent of the vote, said Ozal 
was heading a virtual caretaker 
government and that early elec- 


tions were inevitable. 

“Sooner or later, within a year 
at most, parliament must call for 
the anticipated elections. The 
people cannot be satisfied other- 
wise,” Inonii told a news confer- 
ence. 


' SHP was followed in Sunday’s 
poll by the DYP with 2S.3 per 
cent. The 21.9 per cent taken by 
Ozal’s Motherland Party 
(ANAP) was a sharp reversal 
from its 36 per cent in the 1987 
general election. 



Turkey warns Iran 
against interference 


ANKARA CAP) — Turkey’s 
Foreign Ministry summoned the 
Iranian ambassador Tuesday and 
warned Tehran for the second 
time in a week not to interfere in 
Turkish- affairs, an official said. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Inal Batu told the AP that Iranian 
Ambassador Manoochehr Motta- 
ki was “requested to give an 
explanation” about bis reported 
announcement of economic sanc- 
tions against Turkey to protest a 
Turkish constitutional court ban 


on university women wearing 
Islamic headscarves. ' 


The Istanbul daily Hurriyet 
published an interview Tuesday 
with MottaJri in which the ambas- . 
sador was quoted as saying that 
Iran would reduce its imports 
from Turkey to protest the court 
decision. 

Mottaki, in a statement to the 
semi-official Anatolia News 
Agency, denied Tuesday that he 
had given such an interview to 
Hurriyet. 


Relations between Turkey and 
Iran have been strained since the 
I ranian government declared its 
opposition to the Turkish court’s 
decision. 

Last week the Turkish Foreign 
Ministry issued a protest after 
Iran complained about the Tur- 
kish court ban on the heads- 
carves. 

Mottaki was summoned to the 
Foreign Ministry earlier in the 
month and. told that Turkey was 
displeased with Iranian press 
■ coverage of the Turkish court's 
decision. 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry has cal- 
led the Turkish ambassador in 
Tehran to protest the court's de- 
cision. 

Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini also de- 
nounced the Turkish ruling dur- 
ing a speech last week and ex- 
pressed support for recent de- 
monstrations by -Turkish Muslim 
fundamentalists against the ban 
on headscarves. 


Iran, Iraq join 
anti-pollution pact 


KUWAIT (R) — Iran and Iraq ' 
joined forces Wednesday to com- 
bat pollution in the Gulf, capping 
years of talks that continued 
through their eight-year-iong 
war. 

They also agreed to hold farth- 
er talks with Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain Thursday to tackle the 
issue of clearing an estimated 200 
seamines still littering the Gulf. 

Iran and Iraq are among eight 
countries sharing the Gulf coast- 
line which signed a protocol set- 
ting out measures to control 
pollution from offshore gas and 


oil exploitation. 

“For several years, this was the 
only forum where Iran and Iraq 
would met at ministerial level,” 
said one Arab delegate attending 
the talks in Kuwait. 

“They were not even meeting 
at the United Nations." 

.Iranian Deputy Prime Minister . 
Hadi Manafi and Iraqi Health 
Minister Abdul Sal am Moham- 
mad jonied officials from 
Bahrain. Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates at the signing 
ceremony Wednesday. 



A Soviet Ilyushin EL-76 releases flares in case of rebel attack with 
heat-seeking mMl« as It comes hi to land at Kabul airport. 


Suffering children of 
Afghanistan’s long war 


By Earleen Fisher 

The Associated Press 


KABUL — Amin nllah .was 
playing near the airport when a 
blazing point of light de- 
scended from tie sky and 
burned his face, arms and legs. 

The device doctors say will 
leave Aminullab scarred for 
life was one of the thousands of 
flares unleashed daily by air- 
planes over Kabul to deflect 
the heat-seeking missiles fired 
by anti-communist Mujahe- 
deen rebels. 

The flares, which arc out of 
the sky trailing a plume of 
white smoke, are a common 
sight — as much a part of the 
Kabul panorama as the snow- 
capped mountains surrounding 
the city of mud-brick houses 
and open sewers. 

But they are still a mystery 
to Aminnlla h and his mother, 
Gul Babu, a widow with three 
other children. 

“There is no special wanting 
programme about the flares,” 
s&id Dr. Lai Mohammad who 
attends bum victims at the 
Indira Gandhi Children’s Hos- 
pital. “We tell the women who 
bring their children here to > 
spread the word, to others!” ■ * 

He said as many as' six eful- - 
dren are a dmi tted each week 
to the Gandhi hospital with 
severe bums caused by the 
flares that are fired or dropped 
by Afghan military and civilian 
planes and Soviet cargo planes. 
No statistics are available on 
the total number of flare vic- 
tims in the Kabul area. 

Aminullah, who like many 
Afghans does not use a family 
name, sat on a table in the 
burn ward, his arms held stiffly 
in front of him as doctors ap- 
plied solutions. 

The top half of his face, from 
the scalp to the bridge of his 
nose, was a brown crust with 
glistening red cracks. Burned 
tissue had been removed from 
his checks and chin, which 
were a translucent pink. 

He cried as a doctor snipped 
at flaps of dangling bum tissue. 
Eight other children in the 
room had similar boms were 
varying states of recovery. 

Mo hamma d said most of the 
flare victims suffered second- 
degree bums and their wounds 
; usually were not life-thre- 
atening. 

Before the war 


But to be a child in Afgha- 
nistan is not easy, even in 
peacetime. 


According to the United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund, 30 per 
cent of all children bom in the 
country die before the age of 
five. Diseases claim most of 
the youngsters. 

In 1960, when there was 
relative peace in this nation of 
constant political and tribal 
feuds, harsh winters and 75 per 
cent illiteracy, die child mor- 
tality rate was 38 per cent. 

Government-operated tele- 
vision shows the children of 
war almost every night as it 
denounces the U.S.-backed re- 
bels who are fighting to over- 
throw Marxist government of 
President Najibullah- 

The decade-old war has 
claimed an estimated one mil- 
lion lives from the pre-war 
population of IS million. . 

Hie government seldom fails 
to say that victims of a guerrilla 
attack “included many women 
and children.” 

On Sunday, the government 
said the rebels had rocketed a 
bus the Jalalabad-Kabnl high- 
way, lolling all the passengers 
“including women and chil- 
dren.” Np death toll was given 
but Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Mohammad Nabi A mam' 
said the bus was cariying at 
least 22 people. 

Amani said Monday an un- 
known number of the passen- 
gers survived, but no death toll 
was given. 

On Tnoday, foreign repor- 
ters were taken to the Gandhi 
hospital to see survivors of the 
attack. 

Hospital staffers said they 
were treating two survivors — 
10-year-old Shafiullah and- 
Abbasi, four — but adult vic- 
tims were taken to other hos- 
pitals. The total number of 
dead and injured was not 
known. 

Shafiullah and Abbasi re- 
ceived shrapnel wounds iu 
their legs, according to Dr. 
Ashraf, head of the 250-bed 
hospital's orthopedic section. 

Shafiullah was whimpering 
into the pillow. The doctor said 
he had just learned that bis 
mother and two brothers died 
in the attack. 

Ashraf said Abbasfs uncle 
and cousin were killed. 

Relatives of the victims said 
the boys were not on a bus. 
Instead, one said, they were 
riding in a convoy of trucks 
carrying people of Jalalabad, 
where the rebels have been 
besieging government forces 
for three weeks. 
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AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Sammour 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mahibuz 

Dr. Yousef Ameirat 
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Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

Al Asema pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmesani pharmacy 


Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electridiy Authority .. 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

rj F ligh t information 08-53200 

Qnccn Alia IntL Airport.. — 08-52000 
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Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Creek Catholic Hospital (021272275 

Ibn Al NaTees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 
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QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


MARKET PRICES 


ERBID: 

Dr. Marwan Habbab ( — ) 

Al Shares’ pharmacy (985238) 


HOSPITALS 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Hussain Safarini (— ■ 

KbaWch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Civil Defence Department.... 661111 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police .... 192,621111,637777' 

Fire Brigade 622090/93 

Blood Bank .'.....775121 


Hjghwmr Police 843402 

Traffic Police 65639091 


Public Security Department 

656000/685111 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Pike Complains 661176 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 813813/32 
KbalicS Maternity. J. Asm ... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmetsani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 84584 5 

AI-MuasheT Hospital .......... 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdah 666127/37 

Al-Ahti, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AFMuhajteen _77710LQ 

AJ-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh ....: 77SlfC26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 


Upper/lower price in Gh per kg. 

Almonds 750 / 650 

Apple 500/400 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mukammar) 300 / 250 

Beans....: 900 / 800 

Broad beans 180 / 120 

Cabbage 110/ 70 

Caxrots 210 / 160 

Cauliflower 130 / 100 

Cucumbers 320/260 

Dales 500/400 

Eggplant 250/200 

Garik 300 / 250 

Grapefruit 36tV/300 

Lemon 360 / 300. 

LetmceQxrone) 100/70 

Marrow (large) 170/120 

Marrow (small) 300 / 250 

Orange (Shammouti) 400/350 

Orange (local) 320/260 

Onion (dry) 250 / 200 

Onion (green) 160/120 

Peas 300/250 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia Intemaooaal 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 
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Israel rejects U.N.teaching plans 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — farad has rejected a U.N. 
agency's proposal to teach Paksthsan children whose schools 
were closed because of the IS-month-old uprising, defence 
sources said Tuesday. Hie United Nations Refief and . Works 
Agency (UNRWA) announced last week tfaatfr woufoanoae for. 
teachers to visit pupils id refugee camps in the occupied West 
Bank after Israel forced 90 of its 98 schools to dose. “It is trw we 
refused the UNRWA proposal to replace the educational •*&'*«* 

in the West Book,” one of the sources told Reuters. J 

36,000 pupils attend the UNRWA schools, sane of which 
been dosed for almost 14 mouths. The agency said it ^n 
concerned about the continuity of pttpite’ education. 


Iraq to pay Stark compensation 


WASHINGTON (R) — Iraq has agreed to pay damages tojgke 
United States for the deaths of 37 American sailors in an at ony on 


fhe.U.S. Frigate Stark by an Iraqi, waiplane, the State Depart- 
ment mM Tuesday. “The gov e rnment of Iraq has agreed to.pay 
over $27 milli on as full compensation for their deaths,” State 
Department spokeswoman Margaret Tutwffer said at a news 
briefing. The money win go to the victims' families. U.S. officials . 
raid foe agreement was reached in Baghdad Monday after almost 
a year of periodic negotiations. State Department legal adviser 
Abraham Sofaer led a U.S. delegation that thrashed out the last, 
details of the agreement in talks with Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
officials, Tutwiler said. 


Palestine embassy opens in Maldives 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) opened an embassy in the Maldives Wednesday, its third 
full mission in South Asia. The opening in the capital Male was 
attended by Maldivian Foreign Minister FathuHa Janjcel who 
pledged continuing s up p o rt for the PLO, the government of the 
In dian Ocean island republic said in an announcement received in 
New Delhi. PLO Chamnqn Yasser Arafat, who proclaimed the ’ 
setting up of an independent Palestinian state last year, laid the. 
foundation stone of an embassy building in the Pakistani capital 
Islamabad and opened an embassy in the Indian capital earlier 
this month. 


Sovlqf-Saudf ties 


BAGHDAD (AP) — A lightning weekend visit by a senior Soviet 
official, coinciding with the presence here of King Fahd of Saudi 
Arabia, was linked with the prospect of the resumption of 
Soviet-Saudi diplomatic relations, diplomatic sources reported 
last week. The sources, who wished to remain anonymous, said 
Vladimir Polyakov, head of Middle East and African Affairs in 
die Soviet Foreign Ministry, delivered a letter to Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq Aziz from the Soviet leadership. Which dealt with 1 
the prospects of the resumption of Soviet-Saudi ties and with the 
situation in Afghanistan, they added. Polyakov arrived in 
Baghdad Saturday on an unscheduled visit, and left for home 
early Sunday, spending less than 24 hoars in the Iraqi capital. 
There has been no official comment on the subjects covered in 
Polyakov’s talks with Aziz. But the state ran Iraqi News Agency 
said the two discussed matters arising from last month's visit to 
Iraq by Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze. 


ARABSAT to take Egypt back 


NICOSIA (R) — Egypt will be readmitted to the Arab League's 
Satellite Communications Organisation ARABSAT when mem- 
ber states meet in Oman Thursday, an official at ARABSAT 


states severed ties with Egypt and suspended its Arab League 
membership for signing a peace agreement with Israel. All except 
Syria, Libya and Lebanon have resumed ties since and Cairo had 
gradually returned to most of the League’s organisations. 


Hurd coordinates with Gulf states 


NICOSIA (R) — British Home Secretary Douglas Hurd in Oman 
Wednesday will discuss coordination with Gulf Arab states in the 
war against terrorism and drags, a British embassy official said. 
“His talks (in the Gulf) will focus on coordination and exchange 
of information in the field of drugs and terrorism,” the Muscat- 
based diplomat said by telephone. Hurd, on a Gulf tour, arrived, 
in Oman from Bahrain Tuesday night and is expected to meet', 
Sultan Qaboos Ibn Said before he flies to Kuwait Friday. In 
Bahrain, Hurd called for international action to seize the assets of 
drug smugglers. He said he hoped the states he was visiting would 
sign agreements with Britain on confiscating drag assets and 
would ratify the latest U.N. convention on the drug trade. 


‘Libya helping Greens Party’ 


BONN (AP) — A member of West Germany's Greens Party 
acknowledged Libya is providing ‘ ‘financial and personnel” 
support for a peace foundation with which the German politician 
•has links, a newspaper reported in its Wednesday editions. But 
Alfred Mechtersheizner, a federal lawmaker for the leftist 
Greens, was also quoted as denying that he is a lobbyist for 
Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Qadhafi. Mechtersheimer is 
under fire within his own party after it was disclosed last week he 
had connections to the M.A.G. Foundation for peace and 
solidarity based in Vaduz, Liechtenstein. The Munich-based 
Sueddeutscfae Zeitung reported Saturday that the foundation was 
funded from a $10 million account set up in Switzerland by 
Qadhafi. 
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1&35 Sports programme 

15:00 The world around us 

14-00 Feature film 

17940 Message from Oman 

lj 5 ® Azabkseries 

w*0 News summary in Arabic 

1838 Local programme 

1935 Local progr am me 

l*j0 Programme review 

2040 News in Arabic 

2 #d 0 ..» Arabic series 

21:40 ... Local programme 

2236 Local programme 

XkflO.. News summary in Arabic 

2&1* Programme (conid.) 


othw Flights (Terminal (2) 


04:45 .... Tunis ( 

1030 ....... Damascus, Frankfurt < 

1330 Ba g hd ad 

1430 Bahrain ( 

1435 Kuwait ( 

1531 Ankara. Istanbul I 

1&15 - Rome ( 

1&40 Riyadh i 

1830 - Cairo 1 


PROGRAMME TWO 

17:15 Chfldrcn cartoons 

1730 French fraxure Sbn 

1M0 — News in French' 

1935 — .. A short film 

iW> — News in Hebrew 

2030 — .. ~ News in Arabic 

JfcJO Qwlcs in Charge 

21:10 Wolf to the Slaughter 

2230 - — News in English 

2230 Falcon Crest 

2330 Three** Company 


' FOR FRIDAY 


0434 

IL40 ; 

15:12 — ~ 

17:58,. - 

19:16 J..-— 


................. Fair 


Dfanhr 

. — . ‘AST 

............... Maghreb 

'isha 
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CONGRATULATIONS: Her Royal 

Highness Princess Zein Bint A1 Hnssein was 
engaged Wednesday to Mr. Mitfdi Anwar A1 Saleh 
at a ceremony attended by His Majesty King 
Hnssein and members of the Royal family and Mr. 
Anwar A1 .Saleh and members of his family. Also 


attending the ceremony were Prime Minister Zaid 
Bibi, Chief of - the Royal Court Sharif Zaid Ibo 
Shaker, and Chief Mamie Justice Mohammad 
MheSan. The King and those present congratu- 
lated the Princess and Mr. Saleh on the engage- 
ment. 



Princess Basma 

Princess 

Basma 

ends 

Kuwait 

visit 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma re- 
turned to Amman Wednesday at 
the end of a two-day visit to 
Kuwait where she inspected so - ■ 
dal and voluntary services fry - 
different organisations. *. 

The Princess also familiarised 
herself with various activities of 
Kuwaiti women and their role in 
socio-economic development. 

The visit was made at the in- 
vitation of Princess Latifa AJ 
Fahd A1 Salem A1 Sabaah, wife 
of the Kuwaiti crown prince. 

Dakhqan, 

Khatib 

confer 

AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
Under-Secretary of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade in India Mr. 
J. Ren gen Wednesday had a 
meeting with Minister of Water 
and Irrigation- Ahmad Dakhqan 
to discuss Indian-Jordanian coop- 
eration in water affairs and dams. 

The minister briefed the visitor 
on irrigation and water projects 
in the Kingdom and said his 
ministry was willing to launch 
cooperation with Indian com- 
panies to promote them. 


A NOTE TO HEALTH MINISTER 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A report in the latest Hspe of Newsweek 
recommended thinking milk and other beverages from "glass or 
plastic” containers rather than paper cartons which have been 
found to contain dioxin, a powerful carcinogen product. In Jordan 
paper cartons are heavily being used ftr. milk, juice and other 
beverages. It wqnld be in order to* investigate this matter to make 
sure that consumers are not subjected to such health dangers. 
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The British Airways Playhouse Dinner Theatre is here «win at the 
Jordan Inter-Continental Hotel after a world-wide tour which 
included the Gnlf, Malaysia, and Indonesia. The star-studded 
comedy. Touch and Go, written by Derek Benfield, j produced by 
Derek Ninuno is a story of hilarious marital mix-ups. The play vriD 
be performed from March 29 — April 2, 1989. 



CHINESE GIFT: 

| Jordan supports and encourages 
'bolstering of enthral relations 
with the Chinese people and 
looks forward to practical steps 
to achieve that goal. Minister of 
Culture and National Heritage 
Mohammad: Hammouri said 
Wednesday. fie was speaking at 
a meeting with the cultural 
attache at the Chinese embassy 
here whocaBed at the ministry to 
present a gift of a 1,000 books in a 


Arabic and English by Chinese 
writers- The books cover a varie- 
ty of subjects on culture, litera- 
ture, history as well as novels; 
many of them benefiting chil- 
dren. The minister thanked Chi- 
na for the valuable gift and refer- 
red in a brief speech to the strong 
cultural and historical ties be- 
tween the Arab World and Chi- 
na. The minister expressed hope 
that Arab Chinese ties win be 
corroborated in aft fields. 


Tabbaa inaugurates 
JCIC second project 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Hamdi Tab- 
baa Wednesday inaugurated the 
second expansion project of tbe 
Jordan Ceramic Industries Com- 
pany (JCIC) which is operated by, 
Jordanian engineer and workers 
employing, locally produced raw 
materials and Jordanian capital. 

The factory, which covers a 
total area of 28,000 square 
metres, produces china tiles, 
sanitary equipment, electric in- 
sulators and other products. 

Tabbaa made a speech at the 
inauguration ceremony in which, 
he emphasised the government's 
support and encouragement for 
local industries. Tbe JCIC pro- 
ject, like other industrial and 


economic projects in Jordan has 
received backing from the gov- 
ernment like exemptions from 
customs duty on machinery to 
enable Jor dani an industries to 
compete with foreign-made pro- 
ducts. 

According to the minister, 20 


According to tne minister, zu t 
per cent of me JCIC production is k 


being exported to Iraq and Saadi 
Arabia. He said that tbe JCIC 
capital of JD 2 million has been 
provided by Jordanian investors. 

Tabbaa paid tribute to tbe pro- 
ject which he said will continue to 
supply local markets and export 
the surplus to countries of the 
Arab Cooperation Council in 
addition to Saudi Arabia. 


U.S. specialists evaluate 
engineering programmes 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A team of six 
engineering specialists brought to 
Jordan by the United States In- 
formation Agency, has com- 
pleted an appraisal of Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 
nology’s engineering program- 
mes. The group studied and ev- 
aluated engineering programmes 
according to accreditation criteria 
used in the United States. Re- 
commendations by the team will 
be used to improve the quality of 
engineering education in Jordan. 

The team consisted of six mem- 
bers: Dr. M.E. van Valkenburg, 
dean of engineering at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois; Dean William 
McMrnn, college of architecture. 


Cornell University; Dr. Lee Har- 
risberger, bead, department of 
mechanical and industrial en- 
gineering, University of Cincin- 
nati; Dr. Irene Peden, depart- 
ment of electrical engineering. 
University of Washington; Dr. 
Dee Barker, department of che- 
mical engineering, Brigham 
Ybiing University; Dr. Akram 
Suidan, department of civil en- 
gineering, University of Illinois. 

This team was the latest of 
more than 20 academic specialists 
brought by the American Centre 
this year to help Jordanian uni- 
versities develop and improve 
academic programmes. 


Kindergartens’ seminar 


CAIRO (Petra) — The Arab 
Council for Child Development 
(ACCD) will organise a seminar 
in July to tackle the question of 
kindergartens and their role in 
the development of children. 
According to Dr. Mamdouh Ja- 
ber, the A CCD's secretary gener- 
al, at least 30 specialists in child 
development, who are to take 
part in the seminar, will digram 
topics ranging from training 
teachers and supervisors of kin- 
dergartens to tbe assessment of 
curricula for children's education 
at the earlier stage. 

The seminar, he said, aim’s to 
identify areas where reform can 
be introduced in kindergarten 
activities and means of develop- 
ing kindergartens in the Arab 
World. 

The A CCD’s research and stu- 
dies centre which is based in 
Amman . Jaber noted, is currently 
preparing a list of research cen- 
tres in the Arab World which 


concern themselves with child de- 
velopment prior to seeking their 
assistance in training personnel 
involved in kindergarten work. 

The ACCD's Board Chairman 
Prince Talal Ibn Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia has approved of an 
annual festival to be held in Cairo 
to distribute the council’s awards 
to notable writers and authors 
who produce works dealing with 
children and children’s develop- 
ment, fjaber said. 

The centre, he added, is cur- 
rently cooperating with United 
Nations organisations to carry out 
its various child development 
schemes. 

Jaber said he will pay a visit to 
Jordan in the middle of April to 
meet Dr. Abdullah Nsour who 
supervises the research centre’s work 
and discuss plans for tbe coining 
stage and the ACCD’s participa- 
tion in a coming meeting in Am- 
man by the World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO). 


UAE deputy premier 
praises Jordanian products 


ABU DHABI (Petra) — United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) Deputy 
Prime Minister Sheikh Ham dan 
Ibn Mohammad A1 Nahayan, 
who opened Jordan’s first indust- 
rial fair here Tuesday said in a 
statement that be was impressed 
by the range of high quality goods 
on display at the fair. 

Sheikh Ham dan said that his 
country was keen on promoting 
its trade and economic relations 
with Jordan which is now produc- 
ing goods that can match similar 


foreign products. 

The week-long fair displays a 
wide range of industrial products 
by 90 Jordanian firms ana a num- 
ber of private sector organisa- 
tions. The fair in Abu Dhabi, 
which was organised by the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade’s 

Jordanian Commercial Centres 
Corporation also displays 
documentary films, booklets and 
leaflets depicting Jordan's cultu- 
ral. industrial, agricultural and 
touristic development 



Minister of Health Zuhair Malhas (second from 
left) Wednesday presides over the first gynaecology 


conference at the Royal Cultural Centre (Petra 
photo) 


Malhas deputises for Queen Noor 

First gynaecology 
conference opens 


AMMlXn (Petra) — Gynaecologists and obstetri- 
cians from 13 Arab and foreign countries 
gathered at the Royal Cultural Centre In Amman 
Wednesday for the first Jordanian medical con- 
ference to deal with [gynaecology/ and obstetrics. 


Altogether , 51 working papers 
will be reviewed by the parti ci-. 
pants in the three-day conference 
being held under the patronage of 
Her Majesty Queen Noor. 

Health Minister Zuhair. 
Malhas, who deputised for tbe 
Queen, delivered the opening 
address outlining medical 
achievements in Jordan in gener- 
al and special services to mothers 
and children through primary 
health care centres in particular. 

The Kingdom now has a total ' 
of 470 primary health care centres 
and 170 mother and child care 
centres which contribute towards 
maintaining good health for tbe 
Jordanian society, tbe minister 
noted. Thanks to increasing care 


and attention given to medical 
care over the past 30 years, the 
Kingdom has witnessed a con- 
tinuous decrease in child mortal- 
ity rates and longer life expectan- 
cy rates, the minister said. 

Special attention has been 
given to ; gynaecology and ob- 
stetrics over the -past years both 
by the private and the public 
sectors, Malhas pointed out. 

The Ministry of Health in Jor- 
dan. be said, maintains vacctoa- 
[ don programmes for children and 
mothers as part of the primary 
health services. Tbe minister re- 
ferred to the newly established 
National Medical Institution 
(NM2) which, he said, now takes 
charge of hospitals and strives to 


improve still further medical ser- 
vices in Jordan. 

Other speakers included Dr. 
Mohammad A1 Zou’bi, the con- 
ference’s secretary general. Dr. 
Sa’id Hijazi, who chairs tbe con- 
ference’s scientific committee, 
and Jordan Medical Association 
(JMA) President Mamdouh Al 
Abbaai. 

The working papers deal with a 
wide range of topics ranging from 
abortion to pregnancy and tbe 
effects of sedatives on tbe foetus. 
# The conference, which is being 
organised by the .JMA, is being 
attended by specialists from 
Saudi Arabia, Syria, Egypt, 
Sudan, the U.S., West Germany, 
the United Kingdom, Greece, 
Italy, the Soviet Union, Austria 
and Holland in addition to 
Jordan. 

A special exhibition of medical 
equipment and medicines was 
opened at the Royal Cultural 
Centre, displaying products from 
Arab and foreign companies. 


Japan helps in setting 
software centre in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Japan is tak- 
ing steps to help Jordan establish 
a regional software research, de- 
velopment and training centre to 
help promote computer work and 
application in Jordan and the 
Arab World. The assistance is 
coining through the Centre for 
International Cooperation in 
Computing, at the Japanese Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade, 
according to an earlier agreement 
between the governments of Jor- 
dan and Japan. 

Three specialists from the 
Japanese centre arrived in Am- 
man to cany out the first step 
which entails exploratory work in 
preparation for the project, 
according to Dr. Yousef Nuseir, 
director of the computer depart- 
ment at the Royal Scientific Soci- 
ety (RSS) where the centre is to 
be established. 

Dr. Nuseir told the Jordan 


Times that the RSS has under- 
taken the ground work for the 
project which will help the King- 
dom expand computer .services 
and application. 

What the Japanese propose to 
provide to the centre are equip- 
ment and expertise and training 
of Jordanian personnel, Nuseir 
noted. The visit by the three 
specialists will be followed by an 
appraisal mission later to help 
finalise an agreement on the pro- 
ject which will be part of Japan’s 
technical assistance programme 
to the Kingdom. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the team will call 
at the RSS for a meeting with its 
President Jawad Al Anani and 
the Higher Council for Science 
and Technology Secretary Gener- 
al Dr. Adnan Badrair. 

The team is headed by the 
Japanese centre director who will 


hold talks with Dr. Nuseir. 

The RSS was one of the first 
Jordanian institutions to use com- 
puters in nrnning its activities and 
in rendering services to others. 

At present, RSS renders tech- 
nical and consultancy services, 
conducts studies in the .field of 
computers and contributes to in- ' 
traducing computer technology 
and applications in institutions in 
the public and private sectors in 
Jordan and abroad. 

The three-member team called 
at the RSS and met with R5S‘ 
President Jawad Al Anani and 
other officials to discuss future 
cooperation and tbe implementa- 
tion of the software project. 

The head of the team told 
Anani that his country was willing 
to maintain bilateral cooperation 
and provide the required assist- 
ance to the projected centre. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
lime and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An art exhibition by seven Jordanian artists at tbe Art Gallery 
of Abdul Hamid Shontan Foundation — 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., 3-6 

P-m. 

£ An qtha»Won of paintings by Mohammad Al Jaloos at Alia Art 
GaBery. 

* An art exhibition by Moroccan artist Al Harftemi 1™ at the 
GaBery, Jabal Lnweibdeh. 

•ft An art exhibition displaying paintings by children at the 
Housing Bank Complex. 

& A -photography exhibition displaying photos depicting Jordan’s 
historical and touristic sites at Che University of Jordan. 
it An exhibition of Jordanian national heritage displaying 
Jonlanian-made carpets and traditional costumes at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 

* A hook exhibition at the Wasfi Tal Industrial School, Irbid. 

* An earidbftjoQ of Jordanian-Soviet stamps at Aha Art Gallery — 
fcQO ldl - 6:00 pjm. 

LECTURE 

* Fnf ‘ Dr. Dieter Webs entitled “Performances and 

, of Anb Countries in the European Market” at the 

• Mention of Jordanian Chambers of Gmuneroe — 5:00 p.m. 

FILMS 

* An Ua&ut f3m entitled “Banana Joe” at Haya Arts Centre'— 

* 7:38 put 

* A feature tOm entitled “Bye Bye Birdie*’ at the American 
Centre 7:88 pjn. 

OPERA 

& A concert of opera bonffe by toe Mnsfawnedfens group 
pnaeiting two Offenbach operates, “B Signor Fagotto” and 
“L’Be de Tofipatmt**, a* the Royal Cultural Centre — 8.-00 
P*** - 


Hear the expert, give the 
disabled a chance 



By Dina Hamarneb 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Disability need not 
give rise to handicap. The en- 
vironment however, usually gives 
rise to this handicap. 

Narrow public doorways con- 
tinuously block the entrance for 
many disabled persons on wheel- 
chairs. More crucial however, are 
the narrow public awareness that 
block the vast majority of the 
disabled from entering society as 
a whole, and the right to full 
participation within its 
framework. 

Ignorance, indifference and 
fear reflect themselves by evolv- 
ing into attitudes and: behaviour. 
This reflection often leads to the 
creation of physical, social, and 
cultural barriers for tbe disabled. 

“Attitudes coloured by ignor- 
ance towards a certain topic tend 
to lapse into a state of intellectual 
laziness, giving tins topic a simpli- 
fied version and by so resulting in 
a distorted picture of the reality,** 
says Alfred Montebello, voca- 
tional rehabilitation expert, 
working on a project with the 
United Nations Developmental 
Programme here in Jordan. 

The fact is, that despite preven- 
tive efforts, there will always be a 
number of people with impair- 


ments and disabilities. 

Research shows that there are 
severely handicapped persons 
with multiple dirabilities who 
have greater difficulty integrating 
fully in all activities of society, 
but in fact are few. 

“However society should not 
be mislead, or take this as the 
norm,” Montebello said. 

“The public doesn’t have a 
dear view of the disabled. Yet it 
has a stereotype idea of who they 
are without bothering to really 
know them,” he says. But, he 
adds, “After all they are human 
beings with feelings, yes with 
impairments, but above all they 
have the desire, ability, and right 
to live in dignity. They have the 
right to enjoy a frill and satisfac- 
tory tife in their own way.” 

The United Nations Declara- 
tion on Social Progress and De- 
velopment proclaims the necessi- 
ty of protecting the rights of 
physically and mentally disadvan- 
taged persons and assuring their 
welfare and rehabilitation. It 
raxantees everyone the right to, 
opportunity for, useful and 
productive labour. 

“We have to get to know and 
have some idea of who the dis- 
abled are," Montebello said. Be- 
cause, he added, “at one time or 
another we will all have to live, 
share, or participate in various 


activities with a disabled indi- 
vidual. This individual may be a 
friend, relative or colleague.” 

Montebello noted that people 
generally view the disabled as 
unfortunate, usually pi trying 
them and sympathising with 
them. He added' that this is not 
the correct attitude, for it does 
nothing for integration or for the 
disabled's self confidence. 

Attitudes of the public towards 
the disabled are general. More 
specific however, are the atti- 
tudes of the parents. “In some 
cases parents view tbe disability 
of their child as a tragedy,” Mon- 
tebello said. “Because of this so 
called ‘tragedy’, parents become 
over protective, always pittying 
the child, restricting his/her de- 
velopment and rendering him/her 
totally dependent on others for 
the rest of his/her life.” 

“In other cases parents are so 
shocked that they refuse to ack- 
nowledge the disability Mon- 
tebello explains. “This often 
leads io tbe rejection of the child, 
unconsciously at home, or con- 
sciously at an expensive boarding 
school or institution,” be added. 

“Parents should be realistic 
and should seek professional 
advice,” Montebello said. He ex- 
plained that professional 
measurement of an impairment 
provide hot* the parent and the 


child with a dear picture of ex- 
isting abilities as well as disabili- 
ties. 

The United Nations World 
Programme of Action Concern- 
ing Disabled Persons 
(WPACDP) found experience to 
show that it is largely the environ- 
ment which determines the effect 
of an impairment or a disability 
on a person’s daily life indeed his ■ 
whole life. WPACDP states that 
a person is handicapped when be 
or she is denied the opportunities 
generally available in the com- 
munity that are necessary for the 
fundamental elements of living. 

As disabled persons have equal 
rights, they also have equal 
obligations. In order to fulfill 
these obligations however, Mon- 
tebello explained that the public 
in general and employers in speci- 
fic will have to believe in the 
ability of the disabled. Their abil- 
ity to acquire a job, succeed, 
produce, and contribute to the 
well being of society. He added 
that living on welfare, handouts 
or charity is not tbe answer. 

“In fact, in certain situations if 
placed selectively on jobs that 
make use of their specific talents, 
the disabled can be more efficient 
than tbe able-bodied,” concedes 
Montebello, “such as the blind 
and deaf who can concentrate 
with fewer distractions on routine 
work.** 


AN editorial in Al Ra’i newspaper Wednesday revolves around 
statements by UNDP representative in Jordan Ali Attiqa as 
published to the local press. The paper quoted Attiqa as 

expressing his optimism over the future of the economic situation 
b Jordan and the other members of tbe Arab Cooperation 
Council. It also referred to Attiqa’s pledge that the United 
Nations will be providing economic and financial help to the 
Kingdom in a bid to help it carry out its development schemes. 
The paper noted that such statements reflect United Nations 

views and beliefs that Jordan is going along a sound course 
towards construction and progress, regardless of the temporary 
difficult circumstances. Attiqa’s statement also provides support 
for the government's recent monetary and financial measures 
designed to stabilise and boost the national economy, tbe paper 
added. It said that the government's endeavours b the economic 

sector have begun to yield fruit thanks to the wise leadership of 
the Kbg and the relentless endeavours of the Jordanian people. 


Al Dnstour daily said in editorial that Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir has risked splitting his coalition government, and 
winning the anger and hostility of Europeans and Americans by 

m ai n t a i nin g his stubbornness and by adhering to his futile policies 
in the occupied Arab lands. The paper said Shamir's ideas axe 
rejected not only by the Arabs but also by the Americans and the 

Europeans. The paper referred to U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker who had said that Shamir ought to come up with new ideas 
about the Middle East problem when he visits Washbgton b tbe 

coining few days. Moreover, Shamir should heed what British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher bad said to Rabat, that tbe 
United States ought now to exercise pressure on Israel to force it 

to accept the idea of the bternational peace conference, the paper 
noted. It said it remains to be seen whether the United States will 
exercise such pressure and make Israel listen to reason during 
Shamir’s comug visit to Washmgton. 
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Tragedy requires 
Arab summit 


THE Lebanese tragedy is beyond the stage of issuing 
appeals. The Arab League's Council of Ministers call on all 
Lebanese factions to halt the ongoing savage wave of 
fighfii ig and indiscriminate shelling is certainly helpful but 
by no means commensurate with the size of the Lebanese 
situation. Similar appeals were issued by the Arab League’s 
Minis terial Committee of Good Offices and by other 
countries and groups of countries on many occasions in the 
past and recently. One prays and hopes that such appeals 
will bear fruit and stop the bloodletting permanently. But 
after fifteen years of internecine fighting in Lebanon and 
19,800 shells fired on east and west Beirut only in the last ten 
days, surely the Arab World must know that the Lebanese 
crisis requires a much more affirmative action. 

The last desperate effort by the Arab League’s Ministerial 
Committee to mediate between the various fighting groups 
in Lebanon, by en gag in g in a dialogue in Tunis with some of 
the Lebanese leaders including two former presidents and 
five prominent former leaders, may only succeed in 
alleviating the hardships that the Lebanese have been forced 
to cope with for the last fourteen years if not longer. But the 
crux of the Lebanese conflict sorely requires some Arab 
action that contains the dout of all the Arab leaders to crack 
the Lebanese not once and for all. For that purpose there is 
simply no alternative to convening an extraordinary Arab 
summit on the Lebanese situation alone to which all the 
Lebanese political and military players would be invited. 
Any such Arab summit would be invited to stay in session till 
the representatives of the fi ghting factions emerge from such 
an Arab summit with crystal dear agreement. The motto of 
such an Arab s ummi t should be to reject all forms of 
palliatives or half measures or patronising policies. Rather, 
the credo of such high level Arab gathering shonld be to 
address in straight talk and face to face encounter the 
hardcore issues that are behind the continuous fighting in 
Lebanon. 

The mandate of an Arab summit on Lebanon most also 
indnde mediation, to be followed by arbitration and to 
culminate In an imposed settlement if necessary. If unanimi- 
ty within an Arab summit cannot be reached, then the Arab 
kings and presidents must be prepared to deal with the 
Lebanese situation on a consensus basis In which case the 
Arab World’s material and political will would be expected 
to be put in practice. 

It is indeed a grave dishonour for the whole Arab 
dvilisation that a decade and half-long domestic armed 
conflict is allowed till this day to go on unabated. Something 
is obviously amiss in the Arab approaches hitherto tried in 
Lebanon. When a medicine or medicines prove to be 
ineffective, surely time is ripe to prescribe another medicine 
that is more potent. That is what an Arab summit would be 
asked to administer. 


Enough is enough 


HARDLY a week passes by without hearing of or reading 
about a woman being killed by her brother or estranged 
husband in what has become known as “crimes of honour.” 
This phenomenon of summary execution of many of our 
Jordanian women at the hands of their relatives has gone too 
far without any serious effort by society to redress such 
series of tragedies. What makes this tendency on the part of 
our males to take the Law into their own hands even more 
tragic, is the fact that most of these women are often 
innocent of the charges levelled against them. 

A mere suspicion of an illidt sexual behaviour is often 
considered by some as enough to arouse the mindless 
emotions of our males and their sense of “honour.” This is 
not to suggest that we should condone out-of-wedlock sexual 
contact. On the contrary, we respect and support the 
safeguarding of our traditional values. But this phenomenon 
of summary execution and “kill now, ask later” must be 
stopped. It is incumbent on our scholars, the media and 
social leaders to initiate a campaign to educate the people as 
to where the sensible line must be drawn, in order to protect 
our females who are constantly slaughtered at the hands of 
our males without an opportunity to explain or repudiate. In 
this context, we ask that the necessary amendments be 
introduced to our penal code in an effort to rectify this 
situation. Above all, a national effort must be undertaken to 
educate our citizens on how to address the “honour" issues 
on a more just basis. Surely there is a better way to check 
the sexual immorality among our people if in fact this 
problem exists. 

Furthermore, one must note that the murders being 
committed in the name of honour are in direct conflict with 
the teachings of Islam, which requires corroboration by 
eyewitnesses to the act itself before any punishment is 
carried out against the perpetrator. We have a fundamental 
problem at hand that could only be strived through a process 
of education that begins to treat human beings, particularly 
woman, as human beings — who may make mistakes and 
need not be shot arbitrarily. Men do not have a monopoly on 
morality. Men must not be allowed to unilaterally define 
what constitutes moral aberration and then decide the form 
of punishment as well. They simply cannot be the prosecu- 
tor, the judge and the executioner, all at the same time. 

Seen against this backdrop, the one-day symposium on 
women and crime held in Amman Tuesday under the 
patronage of the minister of social development goes a long 
way to address the grave problem of crimes committed 
against women. It is heartbreaking that oat of a total of 
89,000 crimes committed in the country between 1984 and 
1988, 67 per cent of these crimes were committed against 
women. The effort of the government to deal with such 
issues is indeed commendable and timely. 



Relatives demand justice after 


report that missile hit plane 


By Barry Moody 

Reuter 


ROME — Did Italy’s air force 
shoot down .a civilian airliner in 
1980, killing all 81 people on 
board, and then systematically 
destroy the evidence? 

Or are Italian authorities 
covering up the responsibility of 
another power? 

Many Italians believe these 
appear the most plausible ex- 
planations for the disaster follow- 
ing a new judicial report saying 
the airliner was show down with 


Albanians 
aim at 
provoking 
martial law 


By Peter Humphrey 

Reuter 


BELGRADE — Ethnic Alba- 
nians are rioting in Yugoslavia's 
Kosovo province in a last-ditch 
effort to prevent Serbian rule and 
provoke martial law as the lesser 
of two fevils, - Western and Yugos- 
. lav ’ analysts - said. 

On Monday a curfew Srals 
ordered after riots erupted in 
major towns in the southern pro- 
vince and two policemen were 
shot dead. 

Riot police fired automatic 
rifles as helicopters dropped tear 
gas. Some battles raged into the 
night. 

Tanks and troops, deployed in 
Kosovo under limited emergency 
measures declared last month to 
end a general strike, were sent to 
at least one town in a show of 
force. 

“It looks like a desperate 
attempt by Albanians to force the 
state presidency to declare mar- 
tial law in Kosovo,” said one 
Yugoslav political analyst. 

“Martial law would be the les- 
ser of two evils in the eyes of 
many Albanians. They would 
prefer that rather than to be ruled 
by Serbia," a Western diplomatic 
analyst said. 

Last Thursday Kosovo’s parlia- 
ment adopted curbs on the pro- 
vince’s autonomy within Serbia, 
the largest of the six Yugoslav 
republics, in what some Alba- 
nians dubbed a shotgun wedding. 

The changes, due to be proc- 
laimed as law, give Serbia control 
of Kosovo's police, courts, civil 
defence and official appointments 
plus a free hand to make further 
inroads. 

An ethnic Albanian intellectual 
said Albanians fear massive rep- 
ression and persecution by Ser- 
bian police and that they would 
feel a measure of protection if the 
army took over. 

“The Albanians no longer have 
anything to lose, and the latest 
riots are their last-ditch effort to 
stop the Serbs,” said another 
Yugoslav analyst. “They may 
even resort to guerrilla warfare or 
terrorism...” 

Kosovo's 1.7 million Albanians 
outnumber Serbs there by eight to 
one. Kosovo Serbs accuse Alba- 
nians of terrorising them and of 
seeking to join the province to 
neighbouring Albania. 

Martial law was imposed in 
Kosovo in April 1981 after separ- 
atist riots with an official death 
toll of nine., 

Restrictions were lifted gra- 
dually as provincial leaders 
acceptable to Belgrade were in- 
stalled and unrest subsided. . 

Albanians fear that the loss of 
tbe autonomy which they won 
under the late President Tito in 
1974 will lead to a repeat of what 
happened in the 1950s when 
Kosovo was ruled from Belgrade. 

"Serious violations of constitu- 
tional rights of citizens of Alba- 
nian nationality took place, and 
individuals were physically mal- 
treated and even killed,” Stipe 
Suvar, who is now Yugoslav 
Communist Party president, once 
wrote of the period. 


an air-to-air missile. 

The only other alternative, say 
angry relatives of the victims, is 
that Italy's defences are so weak 
they cannot detect an airliner 
being shot down by a fighter 
plane over its territory. 

The anger and frustration of. 
the relatives came to the bofl 
after a commission of six crash 
and explosives experts reported 
to investigating magistrate Vittor- 
io BucareUi on March 17 that the 
airliner was destroyed by a mis- 
sile. 

After nine years of mystery, it 
was the first official verdict on 
what exactly caused the crash of a 
DC-9 of the now defunct domes- 
tic carrier Itavia, on the night of 
June 27, 1980. 

BucareUi has promised the re- 
latives he will complete his in- 
quiry within two months of re- 
ceiving the report. He is expected 
soon to question the defence 
minister at the time, Letio Lagor- 
io, other senior officials and milit- 
ary officers. 

The relatives say those re- 
sponsible for destroying the 
plane, which crashed into the sea 
near Sicily, and those alleged to 
have hid the evidence, must 
rapidly be brought to justice. 

"We are sick of waiting ... 
Even if tbe judge has not yet got 
enough evidence, to show who 
fired the missile and_why, he. has 
all the elements to Establish who 
hid the truth and manipulated the 
evidence for so many years,” said 
Alfredo Galasso, one of two 
lawyers representing the rela- 
tives. 

He told Reuters: “I had a 
feeling of great dismay, of great 
anguish ... A reading of the tech- 
nical report arouses extraordin- 
ary indignation for the silence, 
the delays, the disinformation, 
that stopped us knowing the truth 
for all these years. 

“We waited nearly nine years 
from the tragedy before knowing 
only one thing with certainty, 
something which was very dear a 
long time before ... from tbe very 
first inquiries it was absolutely 
clear that this plane was hit from 
the outside by an object that 
obviously could not have been a 
child’s kite.’’ 

After the report was delivered. 
Defence Minister Valerio 
Zanone ordered an urgent in- 
quiry inside the air force. 

Zanone has repeatedly denied 
that Italy's forces could have 
caused the disaster and he says 
there is nothing to contradict 
denials by other NATO countries 


or Libya. 

Zanone recently also suggested 
that Italy's radar might not have 
been able properly to see what 
was happening in the area. 

But the report said surviving, 
partial radar records showed the 
profile of a fighter plane near the 
airliner. The experts were unable 
to condude whether it was an 
aggressor or was being pursued. 

Neither were they able to iden- 
tify the origin of the miss ile, 
which exploded dose to the front 
of the DC-9. 

There are mysterious gaps in 
radar records of that night from 
two military bases at Marsala in 
Sicily and Licola in southern 
Italy. 

At Marsala, automatic radar 
recording was turned off for eight 
minutes during the disaster. The 
manual plotting log has dis- 
appeared. At Licola, Galasso 
said, a similar log appeared to 
have been destroyed. 

“We must establish the respon- 
sibility ... I do not believe Licola 
and Marsala were unable to re- 
cord what happened .. We want 
to identify the whole range of 
responsibility for this tragedy.” 

He added: “I can’t believe a 
fact of this type remained hidden 
inside the air force. The responsi- 
ble politicians must have known 
. ... otherwise -they knew the- truth; 
was being kept from 1 them. , 

■' Galasso said it was impossible; 
that Italian authorities were una- 
ware of what happened during 
the tragedy. “If they did not 
know it means our skies area free 
zone, removed from national 
sovereignty where any kind of 
catastrophe can happen to civi- 
lian planes.” 

Galasso believes there are no 
surviving records of who shot 
down the plane. “Those who 
knew what happened must decide 
to talk ... They must be forced to 
talk.” 

He thinks the most plausible of 
the many theories about the acci- 
dent is that the DC-9 was shot 
down in error by NATO or U.S. 
fighters pursuing a Libyan Mig. 

Wreckage of such a plane was 
found in the Sfia mountains of 
southern Italy three weeks after 
the disaster but doctors disagreed 
about whether the pilot had died 
shortly before or around the time 
of the DC-9 accident. 

The new experts’ report was 
based on examination of the DC- 
9’s wreckage, raised from the 
seabed last year after pressure 
from President Francesco Cos- 


si ga. 
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Soviet elections 


delight reformers 


By Robert Evans 

Renter 


MOSCOW — “My country/ 
Uni 


said the Soviet union’s best- 
loved poet Andrei Voznessensky, 
“after this can never be the same 
again.” 

Magazine editor Anatoly Be- 
lyayev said: “What we’ve seen is 
the beginning of really important 
changes, and in the direction of 
genuine political pluralism.” 

As Moscow television on Mon- 
day night revealed to watching 
minions the news of rebel Com- 
munist Boris Yeltsin’s crushing 
election victory, tbeir optimism 
seemed well-placed^ - 
Even so, as reports poured in 
from the Baltics and the Ukraine 
of party and local dignitaries once 
so sure of their power falling to 
upstart opponents with minds of 
their own, there was a sense of 
the unreal in the air. 

After all, this was the state 
where for almost 70 years — 
according to official dogma — the 
party and people were one in 
monolithic unity and there was no 
need for choice. 

But in Leningrad voters re- 
jected the party's two top leaders, 
including Kremlin politburo 
member Yury Solovyov. 

Id Moscow mayor Valery 
Saikin tumbled to defeat while 
around the capital outspoken 
candidates condemning official 
abuse and incompetence swept 
home. 

In one district a 32-year-old 
physicist who has argued for a 
multi-party system crushed the 
local party chief. In another 
historian Roy Medvedev, for 
years officially labelled an anti- 
Soviet slanderer, came top of the 
poll. 

In Kiev two top aides to the 
Ukraine's powerful Communist 
leader Vladimir Shcherbitsky 
failed to win even though they 


had no opposing candidates. 

Voters there — as in other 
okl-styie “no choice” constituen- 
cies — either crossed out their 
names or simply stayed away 
from the polls, depriving them of 
die minimum 50 per cent of tiie 
registered electorate they 
needed. 

In the Ukrainian city of Zhito- 
mir, campaigning woman JOUr- 
nafist Alla Yaroshmskaya took 90 
per cent of the vote despite, or 
perhaps because of, tbe bitter 
opposition to her candidacy from 
the republic’s party. . 

“Everything is changing before 
our eyes in tms fantastic world,” 
'said science fiction writer Igor 
Mozheiko. 

“It seems to me that we’ve 
slipped into another dim ension 
and we're seeing the Soviet Un- 
ion as it might have been,” said a 
young intellectnaL “I hope no- 
one wakes me up.” 

Voznessensky, like most Rus- 
sian poets as much a political 
figure as tbe politicians, took a 
sweeping view. 

“we in the intelligentsia always 
saw ourselves as the symbol of 
democracy and thought that the ’ 
people weren’t ready for it. But 
tiie joyful thing about all this' is 
that in many ways it has proved 
us wrong. 

“What has happened shows the 
strength of the people, that they 
are not just a crowd but have a 
developing democratic sense.” 

Did Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev plan it tins way when he 
cajoled his politburo colleagues 
into a political reform that broke 
away from the pattern of decades 
and provided for multi-candidate 
elections? 

And d9d he expect the Soviet 
people to display such a massive 
commitment to his own “new 
thinking” in voting 1 for the new- 
styie parliament at the centre of 
the reform? 


railing for faster reform. 

Tbs record showed Gorbachev 


troika people are winning out and 
not the conservatives after ail.” 


Few signs of ‘tropical 
glasnost’ in Cuba 


By Gifles TreqnGsser 
■ : Renter:--' 


HAVANA — Signs of a “tropical 
glasnost” are few in Cuba and the 
upcoming visit of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev is unlikely to 
alrer that, diplomats say. 

In a country where the state- 
run media have absolute control 
over what is printed or broadcast, 
most Cubans confess great in- 
terest, if not admiration, for Gor- 
bachev’s “new thinking'' and 
glasnost or openness tbe diplo- 
mats say. 

But Cuban Communist Party 
hardliners view the changes in the 
Soviet Union as “deviationist ten- 
dencies” away from the pure 
Marrist-Leninist dogma Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro praises and 
there are no winds of change 
sweeping over this island-nation. 

“Tbe only response so far is a 
Fidel digging in his heels and a 
party getting more rigid every 
day,” one Western diplomat said. 

“ Marxism-Le ninism or death,” 
Castro procUumed in January in 
what diplomats saw as a clear 
message that he is not about to’ 
follow Gorbachev's example by 
adopting his own perestroika- 


style refokm-pTOgraminer : • ’ • 
■ ~~ • Gorbachev,,, whose political’ re-, 
forms led to Sunday’s first con- 
tested general elections in the 
Soviet Union for a new-style 
Soviet legislature, is due here on 
Sunday for his first visit to Cuba. 

The official line here is that tbe 
road chosen by Gorbachev does 
not necessarily apply to non- 
aligned Cuba. Castro has said his 
country has no need to copy 
anybody. 

Cuba has certainly looked to 
Moscow as something of a role 
model in the 30 years since Castro 
launched a Socialist revolution 
here, political analysts say. 

“The truth is we copied well 
what they were doing badly and 
we did not copy what they were 
doing well,” quipped Eduardo 
del Llano, editor of the Commun- 
ist Party central committee 
theoretical magazine. 

Castro, in his latest public re- 
mark on the possibility he would 
enact Soviet-style reforms, joked 
that adopting perestroika would 
be like sleeping with another 
man's wife. 

Since April 1986, before peres- 
troika and glasnost became 
household words, Castro steered 


There have been timid 
attempts in the Cuban press to 
express scepticism about the 
“rectification” campaign. 

“The government wants us to 
be whistle-blowers not just cheer- 
leaders,” said a Cuban journalist 
for an official newspaper. 


But Cuba has no opposition 
press and, while criticism of negli- 
gence, bureaucracy, waste, cor- 
ruption and other shortcomings 


has appeared in print, the fun- 
damentals of Cuban society — 


the all-powerful Communist Par- 
ty and Castro himself — are 
never criticised. 


“All this has to come under the 
category of “constructive critic- 
ism,” the journalist said, in keep- 
ing with Castro’s famous state- 
ment of more than 25 years ago, 
“anything within the revolution, 
nothing outside the revolution.” 
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Gorbachev, it would seem, 
could hardly welcome the emerg- 
ence of his former protege Yelt- 
sin in the effective rok Of leader 
of the opposition in die new 
legislature, the 2^50-seal con- 
gress of people’s deputies. 

Only a few days ago, the par- 
ty’s central committee published 
the record of its .October 1987 


meeting when tbe top leaders 
rounded bitterly on Yeltsin for 


sal of Yeltsin as a political illiter- 
ate and careerist. 

But on Sunday, after casting 
his own vote, the Kremlin leader 
was philosophical. The main 
force in his perestroika program- 
me, he told reporters, was the 
Soviet people. 

“And even if not everyone is 
pleased by the outcome of the 
elections — well, there is nothing 
that can be done about it. The 
master of the country has 
spoken." 

Yeltsin, delighted with his own 
89 per cent vote against an oppo- 
nent backed strongly by the Mos- 
cow city party, bad no doubt what 
the result meant. 

It would, he said, make it 
essential for the leadership to 
decide soon to launch into a more 
radical version of perestroika 
economic restructuring, sweeping 
aside conservative resistance. 

For Belyayev, who edits the 
free-wheeling monthly -20th Cen- 
tury and Peace, the message of 
the voting was not so different. 
“We’ve seen ebbs and flows m 
the past three or four years — 
like a tug of war with the rope 
being pulled in one direction and 
then the other. 

“But now in these last days £ 
have the feeling that we’re on the 
winning team, that the peres- 


his people? tih The new patb/of 
» “rectification of errors ana nega- 
tive tendencies" — a slogan, like 
so many in Cuba, that he coined 
himself. 

Cuban Communist Party and 
government officials now stress 
that the ongoing campaign pre- 
ceded changes in the Kremlin. 
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SSUSSSSBT* I Mitterrand- Arafat: I Le g&n&ra! ordonne le cessez-le-feu a ses troupes 


Jtrvsakm. Deem hommes ft 
bord d*nae voiture frapp£e 
d'autocoQants «prcgse» nr le 
pare-brise, sent fitates par ks 
cameras de la cfiaine britanmqne 
«Visne_ws». L’£quipe s’ap- 
procbe, camera en main, et Ton 
ddcouvre que Fun des deux 
prdtendus jcmmalistes est annd 
dc 1 ’indispensable pistolet et de la 
paire de menottes que requiert 
Fexerdcc de sa profession. Trois 
heures plus tard, on retronve les 
deux reporters motorists en train 
d’arrdter en la frappant violem- 
ment une jeune Pafestimenne de 
15 am. L'assotiation de la presse 
dlrangftre en IsraSI a ddnonoS 
jeudi dernier le fait que les poli- 
ciers isra Aliens se fassent passer 
pow des jouraaiistes. «Ce genre 
de pratique est inqui£tante et 
peut Sav&rer dangereuse pour 
notre travail sur le terrains, a 
estim6 Michael Sposito, directeur 
du bureau de Visnews en Israel. 
La police isradlienne a ouvert une 
enquete. David Krauss, inspec- 
teur general, a qualifig cet ind-. 
dent de «tr6s s6rieux», estimant 
que cette mfithode «accroft les 
nsques d’ agression contre les re- 
porter. Mais Iundi, le m&me M. 
Krauss indi quart que selon Fen- 
quete, les poliders ne s’gtaient 
pas prftsentes comme des journa- 
listes. «Hs ont simplement utilisg 
un camouflage, ce qui n’est pas 
contraire ft la loi», a-t-Q estimg. 

Innondations au 
Sud-Y£men: 5 morts et 
plus de 50.000 sans-arbi 

Les pluies torrentielles, qui 
s’aballent depuis prfes de deux i 
semaines dans ks regions cen- 
trales du Y£men du Sod, ont 
provoqug la mort d’au moins cinq 
personnes. Selon ce premier 
bilan. etabli vendredi, les in- 
nondations ont ggalement fait 
50.000 sans abri. Les torrents ont 
ravage des centalnes d’hcctares 
de cultures, dont 10.000 palmier*, 
et decimg les troupeaux dans les 
regions de Hadramouat, Al- 
Mahran, Abian et Chabwa. Aden 
a lancg un appel a Faide Interna- 
tionale. Samedi dernier, quatre 
avions cargos, affretes par F Ara- 
bic saoudite, ont acheming 
medicaments et nouni ture au Y6- 
men du Sud. Le roi Fahd a 
ggalement fait don de 30 millions 
de riyals (environ huit millions de 
dollars) ft son voisin smistrg. Le 
Kaweit a dfiridg dimanche d'e- 
nvoyer lui-aussi une aide d’urg- 
ence. 

Chedli KlibI r&6lu A la 
t£te de la Ligue arabe 

Secretaire g£p£ra! de la Ligue 
arabe depuis dix ans, M. ChedK 
Klibi a gte recoudait mardi pour 
un troisteme mandat de cinq ans 
au poste de secretaire ggngral de 
la Ligue arabe. Son flection s’est 
faite a l'unanimite des voix des 21 
pays membres. tennis ft Tunis 
pour la session de printemps du 
conseil des ministres de l'orga- 
nisation. Le premier mandat de 
M. Klibi avait dgbute en 1979 au 
iendemain de l'exclusion de 
FEgypte de la Ligue et du trans- 
fer! de son sidge du Caire ft Tunis. 
Dans son discours programme, le 
secretaire ggngral a gvoqug les 
critiques que oombre d’Etats 
arabes nourrissent covers one in- 
stitution qu'ils jugent parfois 
sderosee. M. Klibi a par ailleurs 
indiquf ne pas «concevoir de 
cninte* face k la multiplication 
des regroupements rdgionaux, 
tals le Conseil de cooperation 
arabe ou encore l'Union do 
Maghreb, «pour autant que leur 
role par rapport a F organisation 
mere esi dgfini*. 

Le president du 
Parlement marocain k 
Amman 

Le roi Hussein a regu Iundi k 
president du Parlement marocain, 
Ahmad Osman, au Iendemain de 
son arrivee k la tete (Tune df lega- 
tion parlementaire pour une vi- 
sile de travail ftAmman. M. Os- 
man a cgalement gte regu par le 
president du Senat jordanien, M. 
Al-Lawzi. avec leque! il s’est en- 
rretenu des tecentes formations 
du Gmstil de coopf ration arabe 
et de l'Union du Maghreb. La 
delegation marocainc devait se 
rendre mcrcredi au Caire, pour 
une visite similairc. 

Iran-lrak: f’ONU visite 
ses troupes 

Le secr et a ir e gfafral-adjoint 
des Nifims-Unks, M. Marrack 
GouMht, s’est rondo lundi dans 
k sud ouest delTrat pour inspec- 
tor Iks forces (hi Croupe d'obser- 
vaieurs mOilaires de FONU pour 
ITran et Flrak (COMMU1). 
Scion Fageoce de presse offideUe 
irameane, M. Goulding s’est en- 
suite envofe pour TflaScan afin 
d'exanuner avec les responsaWes 
du pays ks obstacles qui entra- 
vem Fappheation de 6k resolution 
598 du CoaseB de sfctmtf et ks 
violations du ctsse^k-feo*. Des 
contacts « lednaqacs* dot vent 
par ailleurs rcprCndrc aajour- 
d’hui et desaatn entre FONTJ et 
riran, puis «vec Flrak ks 6 et 7 
a*ri/ 5 eq pn*vi»oa <Fuae rdtnce 
des nfgodaaom asnstfirieUa, 
dan rimpasK depuis jiuskms j 


recontre confirmee 


Michel Aoun: treve pour la Ligue 


Francois Mitterrand ren- 
contrera Yasser Arafat en 
France, a annonc£ mar di k 
Paris le porte-parole de PHy- 
s&e. Sdon k commamqnd offi- 
dd, le pr&ttent francais n’a 
pendant pas encore arr£t£ la 
d ate tit le lieu de featretkii. 

Cette d6dsion met fin aux mul- 
tiples- rumeurs, qui depuis quel- 
ques jours fibsaient dtat (Tun 
prochain tfite k tfite entre les deux 
hommes. Abou Iyad, Fun des 
prin dp anx dirigeants de TOLP, 
avait notamment £vdqu£ vendre- 
di la posabOitd d’une “rencontre 
prdlimmaire” au Caire le mois 
prochain. 

M. Mitterrand avait affirm6 & 
plusieuis reprises ces dermers 
mois, Stre favorable sur le “prm- 
dpc” i un tel entretien avec le 
chef de l’OLP, depuis la recon- 
naissance explicate de 1’Etat d’ls- 
rael par Forgamsation palesti- 
nienne. 11 avait mfime dairement 
laiss6 entendre le 16 d£cembre, 
au cours du sommet franco-afri- 
cain de Casablanca, que ce ren- 
dez-vous historique “pourrait 
avoir lieu en 1989^. 

Pour Yasser Arafat, il s’agit 
d'un succfes de taille, quelques 
jours settlement aprfes la deux- 
kme reunion & Tonis entre 
Am£xicams et Palestiniens. La 
France est en effet le premier des 
trois pays oeddentaux, membres 
permanents du Conseil de s6cur- 
hd de l’ONU, k lui accorder une 
telle audience. H intervient, de 
plus, d la veOle des grandes man- 
oeuvres diplomatiques que les 
Etats-Unis s’apprfitent k lancer 
ddbut avril avec la venue k 
Washington des chefs d’Etat 
dgyptien et jordanien, ainsi que 


du president du Conseil isradHen. 

L'annonce du futur sommet, 
Mitterrand- Arafat constitue une 
demarche “de nature k donser un 
souffle nouveau aux efforts de 
l’OLP”, a dddaid mardi le re- 
pidsentat de Forgamsation pales- 
tnrienne k Paris. En revanche, le 
prdsklent du Conseil reprdsenta- 
tif des institutions juives de 
France (CROP) a estimd que “la 
commtmantd juive rdagira trfes 
ndgativement" k cette oddaon. 

En Israel, la prdsidence du 
Conseil a exprime sa "surprise” 
et sa “deception” d&s la publica- 
tion du commumqud de la prd&i-- 
(fence franqaise. II met le premier 
ministre, M. Shamir , dam imp. 
position inconfortable k une 
semaine environ de son difficile 
voyage k Washington, et alors 

n la situation reste trds t endue 
< les tenitoires occupds. 
Quatre Palestiniens ont trouvd 
la mort et une tnentaine ont dtd 
blessds cette semaine au coots de 
violents accrochages avec l'ar-. 
mde. Un adolescent de 14 ans a 
dtd abattu jeudi dernier d’une 
baDe en pleme poitrine, prds de 
Naplonse, dans le nord de la 
Cisjordanie. Lundi, e'est un en- 
fant de 4 ans qui a dtd tud par 
baDe pendant une manifestation k 
Jenin, tou jours en Cisjordanie. 

A Gaza, oh le couvre-feu reste 
en vigneur, une druption de vio-- 
fence, sans prdc6dent depuis 
quelques semaines, a fait deux 
mort samedi. Un Palestinien a 
par ailleurs dtd gri&vement blessd 
lundi d’une balle dans la tdte lors 
d’affrontemeots dans le camp de 
Maghazi. 

Une oonvelle explosion de col- 
.dre est i redouter ce jeudi en 
Isradl mdme, k l'occasion de la 
“Jourude de la Terre”. 


Apcds avoir durant une semaine 
exprimd sa ddtenmnathm k bow- 
tv ks Syriens hors du Ljban, le 
gkhd Michel Aoun a ordonnf 
dans la nnit de mardi k mercredl k 
ses troupes un cessez-le-fen, «ea 
rdponse a l’appti de ia L%ue 
arabe*. Le «pays chrdtien» avait 
dtd sounds dans la sofrde aux 
bombardemeuts ks plus violents 
de 1’artflkrie syrienne depuis une 

gwnam p 

Moins d’une heure apr&s la 
diffusion du communiqiid, les 
bombaxdement5 avaient cessd sur 
tous les fronts oh s’ opponent de- 
puis le 14 mars les brigades du 
gdndrai Aoun et la’armde syrien- 
ne et ses allids libanais. Trdve 
fragile: mercredi matin, les bom- 
bardements ont repris une beure 
durant sur le secteur chrdtien de 
Beyrouth, faisant un mort. 

Le ministdre de la ddfense du 
gouvemement de militaires chrd- 
tiens du gdndrai Aoun a tndiqud 
que le cessez-le-feu a dtd ddadd 
dans le but de permettre au com- 
itd de boos offices de la Ligue 
arabe de trouver une solution et 
«en attendant que la partie 
syrienne accepte ou refuse* le 
cessez-le-feu. Mardi, le conseil 
des ministres de la Ligue arabe, 
rduni k Tunis, avait lancd un 
appel pour un «cessez-le-feu im- 
mddiat* dans les combats au 
Liban. 

En marge de ce sommet se 
tenait une rdunion du Comitd de 
bons offices de la Ligue arabe sur 
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Mfchd Aoun 

le Liban, en presence de sept 
andens responsables politiques 
libanais, dont les ex-prdsidents 
Soleiman Franjid et Amine 
Gemayel. 

Au moins 90 personnes ont « td 
tudes et 403 blessdes, en grande 
majoritd des ervils, dans les bo n- 
bardements depuis le 14 mars. Le 
gdndrai Aoun avait rdaffirmd lun- 
di que son armde se battrait 
•jusqu’a la mort». «Les Syriens 
sont les plus forts, mais aucune 
guerre de libdration ne s’est faite 
sans payer le prix fort; aucune 
armde ne s’est retirde parifique- 
ment d’un pays qu’elle occupe», 
avait-il ddclard vendredi, 
ajoutant que «Beyrouth peut dtre . 
ddtniite mais nous la recon- 
struirons*. 

Mardi soir, les duels d’artiHerie 


s’dtaient dtendus , pour la pre- 
miere fiois, au Liban Nord. Les 
1.500 tan2 du «pays chrdtien*, 
une enclave au Nord. et a l’Est de 
Beyrouth, cernde par i’armde 
syrienne et ses allids, ont dtd 
sotunis aux bombardements les 
plus violents depuis deux 
semaines. 

Phis de 300 obns se sont ootam- 
ment abattus sur le palais prd- 
adentiel de Baabda, sifege du 
gouvernement Aoun, alors que 
ce demier se trouvait dang le 
palais. Les explosions ont fait des 
ddgflts materiels «considdrables». 

Un terminal pdtrolier mari- 
time, dans la banheue chrdtienne 
de Dora, a dtd touchd mardi pour 
la seconde nuit consecutive et les 
fiammes d’un gigantesqne inccn- 
die faisaient rougeoyer le del de 
toute la capital e, privde d’dldctri- 
dtd par use grdve de courant 
gdndrale. 

La France avait condamnd ven- 
dredi soir «les tentatrves de blo- 
cus, les menaces d’isolement des 
communantds, les bombarde- 
ments de populations, le reprise 
des attentats* au Liban, appelant 
k la cessation des combats et k 
l’ouverture d’un dialogue. Par 
ailleurs, la prdsidence fran$aise a 
indiqud mercredi demier son 
soua de pomsuivre le dialogue 
avec la Syrie, k 1’issue d’une 
rencontre k Paris entre Francois 
Mitterrand et le ministre syrien 
des Affaires dtrangeres, Farouk 
Al-Chaneh. (d’aprds agences) 


Camp David 

Dix ans de non-guerre 


Ryad veut reunir la f amille arabe 


Amman face A sa dette 


Les ndgodations offickUes en- 
tre la Jotdanie et k Foods mond- 
taire futernatioual (FMI) ont 
ddbuld mardi k Amman. Objectif 
du gonveroment: obtenir do FMI 
Poctroi d’un pr£t de 100 miHkms 
k 120 milli ons de dollars d4bloqil- 
abk sur trois ans. 

Aprds une sdrie d’dchanges de 
vues inform els, qui aura durd 
prds de deux semaines, le FMI et 
le gouvemement jordanien sont 
entrds depuis plus de quarante 
huit beures dam le vif du sujet: 
comment ai der le Royaume & 
faire face k sa dette extdrieure, 
estimde entre 6 et 7 milliards de 
dollars? Bien que les deux parties 
observent le mutisrae le phis total 
sur -fe contemr prdds des entre- 
tiens, le vice-gouvexneur de la 
Banque centrale jordanierme, M. 
Maher Shukri, a indiqud mardi 
qu’ Amman sollidtait un erfidit 
standby auprhs du Fonds mond- 
taire. 

Selon les rdglements qui rdgis- 
sent ce type de prdt k court 
terme, la Jordanie pourrait obte- 
nir le ddbloquage de quelque 100 
millions de dollars. Cette so name 
pence [trait au pays de faire par- 
tiellement face k ses crdances. 
Avec un service de la dette civile 
et militaire qui atteint cette annde 


phis d’un milliard de dollars, Am- 
man avait annoned qu'ii lui serah 
impossible d'honorer ses erdan- 
ciers internationaux. Le 
gouvemement leur avait mdme 
deman dd ddbut mars le rddehe- 
lonnement de ses rembourse- 
ments. 

La arise finanridre que traverse 
le royaume hashdmite se traduit 
tout autant dans le besom de 
financement croissant de sa ba- 
lance des paiements. Estimd k 
200 millions de dollars en 1988, il 
s’dtablit cette annde k environ iin 
milliard. A Forigine de cette 
aggravation, on trouve notam- 
ment la chute des ren trees de 
devises des expatries et la baisse 
considerable des donations des 
autres pays arabes, printipale- 
ment de 1’Arabie Saoudite. 

Le gouvernement jordanien salt 
par ailleurs que F octroi par le 
FMI du prdt escomptd ne se fera 
pas sans cootrepame. Le Fonds 
mondtaire lui demandera d'adop- 
ter une sdrie de mesures d'austdr- 
itd afin de rddtdre son ddficit 
budgdtaire. Mesures qui passent 
notamment par 1’arrdt progresrif 
des subventions k certains pro- 
duits et, vraisemblablement, 
par une rdforme des tarifs 

douaniers.(A-R-). 


Les visites du roi Fahd d’ Arable 
saoudite, effectives cette semaine 
en Irak pais en Egypte, visent k 
amffiorer le efimat inter-arabe, en 
retanpmt la mediation saondienne 
entre Bagdad et Le Cairo d’une 
part, et Damas d’autre part 

L’ Arabie saoudite, qui ambi- 
tionue de jouer un rflle de ras- 
sembleur au Prodie-Orient, tente 
depuis plusieurs mois d’aplanir 
FhostiHtd entre la Syrie et plu- 
sieurs pays arabes, condition in- 
dispensable k la rdunion & Ryad 
d'un sommet qui consacrerait le 
retour de FEgypte au sein du 
monde arabe. 

La visite du souverain saoudien 
k Bagdad s’est concloe Iundi par 
la signature d’un pacte de non- 


Le roi Hussein de Jordanie, 
Hosnl Mbobsnk et Yasser Ara- 
Cat, rdnnis samedi k Ismaifia, prts 
dn canal de Suez, ont fait k point 
sor tears positions respectives 
aprds la denxidme rencontre 
amdricano-pakstmienne et avant 
ks entretiens que dofvat avoir 
Hosni Moubarak puis fe roi Hus- 
sein avec George Bush ft 
Washington. 

•Les trois hommes ont notam- 
ment appeld les pays arabes ft 
adopter une ^attitude com- 
mune*. afin d’obtenir «une paix 
juste et globale dans la rdgion*. 
Poussant Favantage acquis auprds 
de Fopinion occidentale par 


aggression et on accord de 
coo pd ration en matiftre de sdcur- 
itd. On note que la visite du roi 
Fahd en Irak, la premiftre dans ce 
pays d’un monarque saoudien de- 
pths trente ans, est un premier 
contact an sommet entre le OCA 
et le Conseil de cooperation du 
Golfe (CCG: Arabie saoudite, 
Koweit, Emirats, Qatar, Bahrein 
et Oman). Les entretiens irako- 
saoudiens ont dgalement portd 
sur la fin dn conflit Iran-lrak. 
Ryad avait apportd on sootien 
prdcieux ft Bagdad an corns de la 
guerre du Golfe. Mais les rela- 
tions irano-saoudiennes, rompues 
depuis avril 1988, connaissent des 
signes de rdchauffement, au 
Iendemain de la rdunion minis ter- 

Mini-sommet 

revolution de l’OLP ft l'dgard ; 
d'faradJ, Yasser Arafat a xndiqud i 
que son organisation cherchait ft : 
el a borer un «plan arabe ex- • 
haustif*. 1 

Selon les observateurs prdsents 
au mini-sommet, ce plan seralt 
une rdddition des propositions du i 
roi Fahd d’ Arabie Saoudite, ava- 1 
Usdes en 1982 par le sommet de i 
fibs. Le chef de I’OLP a dgalement i 
demandd la rdunion an pins tdt < 
d'un sommet extraordinaire des i 
pays arabes pour «renforcer 1 
(leurs) initiatives de paix*. i 
Le roi Hussein de Jordanie a t 
i ndanmoins fait savoir que les i 
■ quatre pays membres du Conseil 1 


ielle de 1’Organisation de la con- 
ference (OCT) ft Ryad, en prd- 
sence des ddldguds irauiens. 

La visite du souverain saoudien 
entamde hmdi au Caire est la 
premidre du genre depuis son 
intronisation en 1982. Le roi 
Faycal avait dtd le dernier souve- 
rain saoudien ft visiter l*Egypte en 
aoftt 1974. Les relations entre les 
deux pays, rompues apres la sign- 
ature du traitd de paix isradlo- 
dgyptien de 1979, ont dtd idtab- 
Iies apres le sommet (T Amman de 
noyembre 1987, qui avait autorisd 
les pays arabes ft renouer indi- 
viduellemet avec 1 'Egypte. Seals 
la Syrie, la Libye et le liban n’ont 
tou jours pas renoud avec Le 
Came, (d’aprds agences) 


de coopdration arabe (Jordanie, 
Iraq, Egypte et Nord- Yemen) 
s’abstiendraient de toute parti- 
cipation ft un tel sommet, si 
l’Egypte en dtait exclne. 

Sensible au soutien du souve- 
rain Hashemite et du leader de 
I’OLP pour la rdintdgration de 
son pays au sein de la Ligue 
arabe. le prdsident Moubarak a 
ddclard pour sa part qu’ii exercer- 
ait one diplomatic active en 
faveur de la tenue d’une confer- 
ence Internationale et, avant 
tout, de Fouverture d’un dialogue 
direct entre Palestiniens et Israd- 
Hens. (d’apr&s agences). 


Aide alimehtaire, medicate, scolaire... 


Caritas: 22 ans au service des pauvres 


Installde en Jordanie an 
Iendemain de la guerre isradlo- 
arabe de 1967, Caritas s’est 
pen k pen organisde dans les 
zones dtadines et rurales oft la 
panvretd demeure criante. Ses 
principal es activitds: 1’aide 
alimentaire et I’assistance 
mddicale aux pins ddmnnis. 
L ’association cathoGque con- 
trSbne dgalement ft l’insertion 
professionnene des jeunes et 
des femmes, et envisage de 
s’attaqner anx probfemes de la 
drogue et de PaJcootisme dans 
le Royaume. 

Dans une petite salle, an rez-de 
chaussde d’un immeuble de trois 
dtages, quelques femmes sont 
assises sur un banc. Leurs enfants 
sur ks genoux, dies regardent la 
fefevision. Au programme: les 
rft^es6fe mfaires d*hygi4ne. A la 
clinique Camas de Djebel Hashe- 
mi, Finformation mddicale est 
prise trfts au sdrieux. Dans ce 
quartier de la pdriphdrie d’Ara- 
man, oh s’entassent rdfugids 
palestiniens et villageois ft la 
recherche d’un hypo the tique em- 
pk», les consexls pratiques de 
propretd pour dvher maladies et 
dpiddraies n’ont rien d’un luxe. 

“Id. on trouve frdquemment 
des families de huit ft dix enfants 
vivant dans une mdme pi dee”, 
explique le Pdre Moussa Adeli, 
directeur de Caritas en Jordanie. 

: Pent hornmc road anx yeux vifs, 
partant un fran^ais urdprochabie, 

I fe Pftre Adeli poursuit sa visite de 
: Fdtabhssement. Avec fiertd, H 
fait fe tour des cabinets dentaires 
et de mddedne gdndrale, de la 
pharmarie et du laboratoirc 
d’analyses, dchangeant quelques 
mots avec 1‘dquipe mddicate. 

Ouverte en 1983, la clinique 
repeat adultes et enfants, sans 
(fistinction de race ou de religion. 
Au rytimte d’une vmgtame de 
consultations par jour. **U s’agir 
prixicqMdetneot de .vacrinations, 
d’examoB dn femmes e nc ei nt es 



Des solos m&ticanx professimiiids, ft des prix trfts modiques 



et (Tanalyses de sang ou d’urines, 
poursuit le directeur de Caritas. 
Dans les cas d’acci dents ou de 
maladies graves, les gens sont 
aussitbt dvacuds vers les hdpi- 
taux”. Urgence oblige, i’dqiupe 
mddicale doit parfois intervenir 
avec les moyens du bord... *et 
pratiquer, par exemple, un 
accouchement! 

Comme les quartre autres cen- 
tres de so ins de Caritas (1), la 
dinique pratique des tarifs nette- 
ment infdrieurs aux autres dtab- 
Bssements. “Les gens payent en 
function de leurs moyens, expli- 
qne le Pdre Adeli. L'arntchage 
d’une dent coflte un dinar chez 
nous. Ailleurs, e’est cinq dinars”. 
II en va de mdme pour les 
rnddicaments, dont une partie est 

distribude gratuite merit. 

contact, coofiaoce 

Epaulde par Caritas Int eroa- 
tionate, soutenue par 1 ’UNICEF 
et fe ministdre jordanien de Ia 
Santd, qui lui fournissent notam- 
ment vaccins et viddos d ’informa- 
tion mddicale, Fassodation doit 
ndanmoins se ddbrouiller fe plus 
souvent seule. “Les gens nous 
aident beancoup. par des dons. 
Grfice ft cux, nous avons pu 
dqmper fe dmique de Zarkk d’un 
dchographe. Un tel appareil 
coftte phis de 3 300 dinans! Et- 
puis, il faut rendre hommage ft la 


cen taine de personnes qui travail- 
lent bdndvolement pour nous”, 
souhgne son directeur. 

Les mddecins, dentistes et 
laborantins, formds en Jordanie, 
sont, eux, rdmundrds par Caritas. 
Us sont aujourd’hni une ving- 
taine, reprdsentant les deux tiers 
des salarids de Fassodation. La 
majoritd d ’entre eux sont des 
femmes. “Le contact est plus 
facile, reconnait le Pftre Adeli. 
Les gens leur font confiance et 
parlent de leurs probldmes. Cest 
par ce biais 1ft qu’on apprend 
souvent le mieux ce dont fls ont 
besom.” 


Cette confiance se traduit dans 
fes chiffr es: “En 1988, cinquante 
mille personnes ont contacts nos 
dmiques”, isdique le demier im- 
port mensuel "de Caritas, datd du 
14 mars. “On constate aussi que 
les gens reviennent, ajoute son 
directeur. Us suivent fes trahe- 
ments, n’oublient pas fes tappfes 
de vaccins... Cest sans doute fe 
signe le phis encourageant pour 
nous”. 

Bien que satisfait de cetfe 
dvolution, le Pere Adeli regrette 
que FEtat ne s'engage pas plus 
'avant dans Fassisrance m ddicale 
aux deshdrirds. D s'interroge toot 
autant sur fes raisons de la con- 
struction d’une clinique nationale 
S’ quelques ceataines de mfetres de 


celle de Caritas, ft Zarka. “EUe 
aurart dtd plus utile ft mon avis 
dans un autre quartier de la vH- 
le”. Le directeur de Caritas sait 
aussi se fdlidter de la coopdration 
de son association avec les auto- 
ritds, notamment avec le Fonds 
d'aide sodale de la Reine Alia. 
Cette collaboration, entreprise en 
1982, -a permis la rdalisation en 
trois ans de quatre centres d’ as- 
sistance en uuHeu rural, dont le 
phis important k Madaba. Chaque 
dtablissement dispose d'un lieu 
de rencontre, d’un jardin d’e- 
nfants, d’une antenue de mdde- 
cme prdventive et d’un atelier de 
couture et de tricot. 

Former ft on mdtier 

“La formation professionneUe 
et le soutien scolaire constituent 
l’autre grand axe de notre action 
dans le pays”, sonligne le direc- 
teur de Caritas. Trois ateliers de 
couture, de tricot et de fabrica- 
tion de fleurs artifitielles ont 
ainsi vu le jour ft Djebel Amman, 
Djebel Hashemi et, en fdvrier 
demier, dans la ville Basse. Une 
cmqiiantame de jeunes femmes y 
suivent chaque annde un en- 
seignement pendant neuf mois, 
sanctionnd par un dipldme d’Etat 
re mis par le ministdre du Travail. 

“Cette qualification profes- 
sionnelle leur permet ensuite de 
travailler dans les urines, ou chez 
elles, pour leurs families et le 
voirinage. D’autant plus fadle- 
ment que nous leur offrons 
d’acheter les machines ft coudre 
des ateliers. (2), explique fe Pire 
Adeli. Plus de quatre cents fem- 
mes sont passdes par ces centres, 
dont le premier a ouvert ses 
portes il y a seize ans. Des adoles- 
cents bdndfirient dgalement pour 
leur scolaritd de I’assistance de 
Caritas, qui finance pour moitid 
leur inscription en infonnatique 
ou dactylo ft Finstitut Nahdha. 

Vefffort dducadf de Caritas ne 
s’anete pas 1ft. II a dgalement 
rtussi ft percer les murs de la 
prison pour femmes de Mahatta, 


oh des membres de Fassodation 
sont autorisds ft visiter les dd te- 
nues et ft leur apprendre la cou- 
ture. “L'isolement est ■’ussi une 
forme de pauvretd", dddare fe 
Pdre Adeli. Un isolement qu'ii 
espdre pouvoir bientdt briser en 
dtendant cette experience aux 
centres de detention de Zarka, 
Suweileh et Jweideh. 

L’association catholique nour- 
rit d’autres projets ambitieux, 
comme F ouverture de nouveaux 
centres sodaux ft Zarka, ou en- 
core ft Mafirak, en collaboration 
avec la Communautd dconomi- 
que europdenne. Le plus cher au 
coeur du pftre Adeli conceme la 
lutte centre la toxicomanie et 
l’alcoolisme. “Il y a six cents 
jeunes droguds en Jordanie, sou- 
tient-il, et nous espdrons con- 
struire un centre de ddsintoxica- 
tion sur la route de Fadroport 
international pour combattre ce 
fldau”. Le projet en est ft sa 
premidre phase, celle de l'achat 
du terrain. 

Les ddbuts de Caritas, en plein 
exode palestinien, paraissent bien 
loin de ses nouveaux objectifs. 
Pourtant, comme aux premiers 
jours de son existence, Fassoda- 
tion sait que la prdcaritd reste fe 
lot de nombreuses families jorda- 
mennes. “Le regroupement, ft 
notre initiative, des associations 
catholiques du Royaume depuis 
1987 nous pennet de mesurer 
Fdnonne travail qui nous reste ft 
accoraplir”, explique le Pfere 
Adeli. Un travail qui comporte 
toujours la distribution de vivres 
quatre fois par an. La prochaine 
interviendra dans quelques jours, 
juste avant fe Ramadan. 

Alain Renon. 

(1) Deux se trouvent (SgaJetnent H 
Amman, le troisiSme A Fnheis, et 
le denidr ft Zarka. 

(2) Les machines, qui valent 80 
dinars, sont vendues 60 dinajs par 
Caritas. Les iteves des ateliers 
peovent les acbcter en versant S 
dinars par mois. 


Dix ans aprfts b signature du 
traitd de paix isradlo-dgyffien 
quj permit ft Isradl de briser 
son feotement absolu de 30 ans 
au Proche-Orient, la question 
pakstinkune demeure irrdso- 
hie. Au Caire comme ft Td- 
Aviv, cet annlversaire est mar- 
qud par un bBan mitigd. 

Signd le 26 mars 1979 ft 
Washington par le prdsident 
dgyptien Anouar El-Sadate et 
le premier ministre isradlien 
Menahem Begin sous le par- 
rainage de Jimmy Carter, le 
traitd comprenait deux volets: 
la normalisation des rapports 
et entre Isradl et I’Egypte et 
1 ’ins ta oration d'une autonomie 
trfts large dans les temtoires 
occupds avant une negotiation 
definitive de leur statut, con- 
formement aux accords-cadres 
de Camp David conclus en 
avril 1978. 

Ce deuxfeme. volet est reste 
lettre morte. Les negotiations 
ont ete suspendues entre 

Israel, FEgypte et les Etats- 
Ums ft la suite de 1’invarion 
israeiienne du Liban en join 
1982 et des massacres de Sabra 
et Chatila en septembre. 

Le president Hosni Moubar- 
ak, qui a succddd ft M. Sadate, 
se dxt certes forme dans son 
engagement ft respecter le 
traitd de paix, se fdlititant la 


ISORTIR 


Neuf comddiens-dansenrs et 
dnq muskfeiis' fomieat la jeune 
troupe des <( MUsicamddieiis”, qui 
prdsente deux spectacles d ’Of- 
fenbach, pleins de fantaisie et 
d’humour dOridd. En tdmoigneat 
ks critiques enthousiastes des 
journaux franjais, lors de leurs 
passages ft Paris es 1983 et 1986. 

“D signor Fagotto”: un Philis- 
tin dodu et redondant se 
ddcouvre un goftt ddvorant pour 
la murique ldgdre et sa cuisinidre 
qui ne l’est pas moitis. Dans le 
mdme temps, ce balourd mdlo- 
mamaque envisage de marier sa 
fiile ft un antiquaire decati dont 
Fhaleine est aussi redontable que 
le verbe. Bien Mdemnent, la 
belle enfant n’a d'yeux que pour 
son professeur de piano, et, con- 
trairement ft ce qu’on pourrait 
croire, le valet de la maison n'en 
congoit aucune jalousie. Il prd- 
fftre se consumer le myocarde 
pour celle qui veilJe aux four- 
neaux et ft la libido de son em- 
ployeur. L’amour, la musiquette 
et le stratagdme ancillaire rdussir- 
ont ft triompher et tout, s’ar- 
rangera ha-ha... 

D’accord, il existe des livrets 
de plus d'dpaisseur, mais cet 
opdra bouffe ddguisd en comedia 
dell'arte est mend avec une telle 


IA L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 

Symphonle de printemps 

‘Truhlingssinfonie”) de Peter 
Schamooi, avec Nastasja Kinski 
(1983): I’histoire d’amour entre le 
compositeur Robert Schuman et 
Clara Wieck, de haine entre le musi- 
tien et le pdre de Clara. Mais tous les 
trois ont une passion commune: la 
musique. 

Insdtnt Goethe, ramrffl ler avrfl ft 20h00 
(en uBemmd , *ou»^itrf en angtais) 

Cfn^-club 

Stances rtpaectfrement ft UMA, 15h0i, 
17h00, 2flhfa. Le 3fc The seventh sign, The 
Outlaw Josic Wells, Don’t look now. Eye 
of the needlr, Mandingo, Le 31: Blade 
Runner, The African queen. The Amity, 
Reds, West Side Story, Le lor She. Por- 
trait of Jenny, Fatal attraction. Blind date. 
Unmarried woman. Le 2i Coma, 9Vt 
weeks, Hanna ft her sisters, Golden child. 
Goodbye girl. Le 3 : Street walker. One 
from the heart, MQagroben field. Two 
moon junction. Looking for Mr. Goodbar. 
Le 4c Al Asfoor (Egyptian). The Drifter, 
Angel heart. Who framed Roger Rabbit. 
Lip Stuck- Le 5: Hair, Call me, The last 
tycoon, A fish called Wanda, Annie Hall. 

Films en version erigfande, TeL 603901. 
Route de I'anhenM, ft drofte aprts l*bAtd 
Jerusalem, pnts lire ft ganefae, 300 m. 

En Italien 

“Panama Joe”, com6die avec Bud 
Spencer, Gianfranco Barra et Giorgio 
Bacardi. 

Haya Arts Centre, Jeudi 30 ft 19h30. 


semaine demiere de la restitu- 
tion ft I’Egypte de Fenclave de 
Taba, sur k Mer Rouge. Mais 
il estime, ft Fins tar du 
gouvernement am£ricain, que 
la fonnule d’autonomie pales- 
tmienne est aujourd’hui cadu- 
que et prdne la tenue d’une 
conference Internationale de 
paix avec la participation de 
l’OLP. 

A Tel-Aviv, on s’accroche 
dCsespdrdment ft la fonnule de 1 
F^rionomie. Si le Likoud et le 1 
parti travailliste divergent sur i 
les concessions temtoriales, , 
Fun et l’autre s’accordent ft 
refuser tout dialogue avec 
l’OLP. 

On assiste done plus ft une 
situation de non-guerre entre' 
Tel-Aviv et Le Caire qu’ft une 
paix veritable. Les ^changes 
entre les deux pays se limitent 
pratiquement aux visites de 
touristes israibens en Egypte. 
Commentant la faiblesse du 
flux inverse, M. Moubarak a 
ddclate que ses compatriotes 
ne voulaient pas se rendre 
“dans un pays oh chaque jour, 
des hommes et des femmes 
sont tu6s”. A Tel-Aviv, 
“deception” est le mot qui 
revient le plus souvent. “Les 
relations sont trop froides, ce 
n’est pas ce qu’on espdrah”, a 
dit Moshe Arens, (d’aprfts 
agences) 


vivatite qu’on oublie tout de suite 
qu’Offenbach a fait plus fort. Du 
hautbois au piano, de la pirouette 
ft la sarabande, avec une joie qui 
fait plaisir ft voir, la troupe des 
“Musicomediens” transforme ce 
divertissement en une partie de 
plaisir. Foncez la partager, sans a 
priori et presto! (Le Canard en- 
chain£) 

“L’lle de TnUpatan”: la 
drAle d’hi$toire! Une jeune ar- 
istocrate trop gaillarde aime un 
jeune prince trop eff£min£. Mais 
leur passion kmfoque se rdsoudra 
trh gaiaement dfts que Ton ddcouv- 
rira que le gargon manqu6 est en 
fait un vrai gargon et notre prince 
falot une demoiselle travestie... 
Beaucoup d ’esprit et de ddli- 
cieuse naivete dans cette histoire 
de sexes ddguisds. CTest le rftgne 
de la bonne bumeur et de la 
cocasserie. Comme la musique, 
aussi, est des plus jolies, l'heure 
que dure oe spectacle enlev6, qui 
passe sans complexe de Fabsurde 
surtealiste ft la .plus suctee des 
sentimentaUtes, est bien trop 
brfcve. (T616rama). 

Deux pidees pour un spectacle, 
au Centre culture! royal jeudi 30 
et vendredi 31 ft 20600. Billets 3 
ID. demi-tarif Studiants. 


OPBRA-BOUFFE 

Les Musfcom6dfevis 

“H signor Fagotto” cl “L'llr dr ToHpa- 
tan", an Cadre cdtard royal jmfi 30 et 
veadredi 31 ft 20MO. (wdr arttdc d-deana). 

EXPOSITION 

Jazz en France 

Du swing des armies 1920 au free- . 
jazz de Michel Portal, Fhistoire du 
jazz frangais. Paris a toujours £te 
pour les muritiens antericains une 
sc^ne de ptedilectkm, en particulier 
depuis Vfyoque “ ensteotialiste ” des 
caves de Saint-Germain des pfes et de 
Boris Viao. Aujourd’hm encore, 
Menphis Slim, pour ne riter que hii, 
est vu plus souvent au Caveau de la 
Huchette que dans les dubs de New 
York. C6t£ fran^ais, (a tradition du 
jazz est aussi bien anctee. Du big 
band de Ray Ventura ft I’Orchestre 
national de jazz, en passant par Djan- 
go Reinhan et Claude Nougaro, la 
“blue note” se fair triocolore. Une 
exposition assortie de six heures de 
vid£o ft la carte, prgsentant les meil- 
leurs moments du jazz hexagonal. 

CCF, ft pardr do 5 et juqa’n 13 mars. 

TELEVISION 

“La dame des dunes”, tefefilm poli- 
cten une femme tente d’assasaner la 
maitresse de son man, puis se croit 
respo usable de la mort de son fils. Un 
film trfcs mysterieux et non moins 
palpitant (JTV, vendredi 31 ft 17h30). 
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An early start 


This week Pascal Boobs Kami; tells Foots on people how his 
education gave him the opportunity to serve the “Arab perspec- 
tive” in his position as legal advisor to U.N. agencies in several 
countries. 


By Mariam M. Shahin 


Pascal Karmy served as a legal advisor to the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) in 1949-50 and the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, (UNRWA), 
from May 1950 to April 1979. and was stationed in Damascus. 
Beirut, and Vienna. His work concerned mainly legal activities 
and legal problems which arose from the implementation of 
UNRWA projects in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and the Gaza 
Strip. ... _ 

“What has always helped me in my work when explaining the 
Arab viewpoint to non-Arabs who work in Middle Eastern 
related Belds is that my education was mostly Western. One 
disadvantage in working in the U.N. organisation is the frequent 
incompatibility between staff members of different nationalities. 
Often incompetent persons are employed simply because their 
country is a contributor to the U.N . , while the latter has to 
employ the person concerned upon the recommendation, of his 
country. 

“Jn hindsight it is easy for us to say that we should have 
accepted the (181 partition). U.N. resolution in 1947. But now the 
Arab states have become much more aware of the actual power 
they are being. The Arabs have also shown the world that Israel 
is the intransigent player on the Middle Eastern chess board. We 
the Arabs, have learned a lot from the West in the last fifty years. 
We have learned to speak the language of the West, to 
understand and communicate in languages not our own and to 
appreciate cultures not our own. The emphasis that our parents 
gave us Western oriented educations may have been exagger- 
ated in some cases, but has given us the means to deal with the 
industrialised world. ” 


Despite the Arab diplomatic advances, and the unquestionable 
services that agencies (specifically UNRWA) have provided to 
the Arab refugees, it is evident that the superpowers and 
specifically the United States wOl and must play a key role in the 
resolution of the Arab dilemma in Palestine. 


Mr. Karmy 's grandfather, Boulos Karmy, had emigrated to 
England in 1S70 from his hometown in Ain Karem, a suburb of 
west Jerusalem. Subsequently tbe whole Karmy family were bom 
and raised in England. It was not until 1914, after the return of his 
family to Palestine, when Pascal Karmy was bom in Ain Karem. 
that a member of the Karmy family was bom in an Arab country. 
The rest of the Boulos Karmy family remained in England. 

“The fact that my family had been early Arab immigrants to a 
Western country was to have great influence on how J felt about 
being an Arab. We wens living in a colonial era where people still 
believed in the superiority of one people over another. I was the 
only member of my family who was bom in an Arab country, but 
was raised by people who had bad first hand experience with tbe 
colonisers in their home territory. Although my family had not 
been socially integrated after a 44 year stay in England, my 
mother spoke English better than she did Arabic. Her influence 
on me as well as my early schooling at tbe Cardinal Ferrate Colle- 
ge and the St. George school in Jerusalem, gave me an early start 
in English and French.” 

. Karmy received a degree in Philosophy and Letters from the 
University of Louvain and then studied law at the University of 
Liverpool for one year before continuing his law studies at the 
School of Law in Jerusalem. He finished his studies in 1946 and 
was called to tbe barm 1947. His consequent work as legal advisor 
to UNRWA inJJamascus, after a brief stay in Salt, kept him close 
to the Palestine -cause. 


Mr. Karmy has lived in Jordan since 1979. He worked with 
Wahib Shaer Management Services Co. for four years. In his 
capacity as head of the legal department he was actively involved 
in the publishing of several law books dealing with commercial 
laws in Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, as well as North and South 
Yemen. In the past Mr. Karmy contributed articles to A1 Dustour 
Arabic daily newspaper, as well as to the weekly Jerusalem Star. 
He now contributes to the Jordan Times in both the English and 
French sections. The topics he deals with range from legal issues 
to fiction stories. 


Traffickers 


challenge 

Singapore’s 

anti-drug 

laws 


By Jose Katigbak 
Reuter 


those dealing in relatively small 


SINGAPORE — As passenger 
jets begin the descent towards 
Changi Airport cabin loudspeak- 
ers warn of “severe penalties for 
drug offences in Singapore." 

To make sure the message gets 
across, landing cards that visi- 
tors must fill out warn in bold red 
letters: “Death for drug traffick- 
ers under Singapore law." 

But ironically the South East 
Asian country’s reputation for 
having some of the world’s tough- 
est anti-drug laws is tempting 
traffickers to use this as a transit 
point on their way to Europe. 

Poh Geok Ek, director of the 
Central Narcotics Bureau, said 
traffickers knew about the harsh 
penalties but still took the risk of 
breaking their journey here in the 
hope that authorities abroad 
would be less strict in checking 
passengers arriving from Singa- 
pore. 

Singapore's anti-drug laws 
stipulate a mandatory death sent- 
ence on conviction for trafficking 
in more than 15 grammes of 
heroin and more than 30 gram- 
mes of morphine. 

Acting Health Minister Yeo 
Cheow Tong said drug activities 
increased last year in many coun- 
tries, including Singapore, be- 
cause of bigger supplies from 
South East Asia's infamous “Gol- 
den Triangle" area linking Thai- 
land, Burma and Laos. 

“To deter the entry of 
so-called “Anti-traffickers,” 


quantities of drugs, the govern- 
ment last year tightened security 
checks at the causeway Unking 
Singapore to the Malaysian state 
of Johore Barn and installed 
urine testing machines at all entry 
points into the city state. 


Tests 


The test can detect tbe use of 
heroin, morphine, opium, 
cocaine and cannabis and are 
carried out on foreigners and 
Singaporeans suspected of drug 
use or showing signs of nervous- 
ness or agitation. 

Authorities have also tightened 
the issuing of passports to Sing- 
aporeans aged 20 to 30 because 
most dreg addicts are from this 
age group. 

Yeo told a public rally that 
5,451 addicts were arrested in 
Singapore last year. 30 per cent 
more than in 1987. “Of these, 23 
per cent were new addicts who 
had no previous drug records,"* 
he said. 

But Yeo said tbe problem of 
drug abuse in Singapore was 
under control. 

Singapore introduced capital 
punishment for drug trafficking in 
1975 and since then 20 people, 
including 11 foreigners have 
been hanged, tbe last in January, 
1986. Another 16 have been sent- 
enced to death and are in jail 
pending appeal. 

The penalty for trafficking in 
more than six kilogrammes of 
opium is 20 to 30 years in jail and 
15 strokes of the cane. 
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The German-Jordanian Friendship Society 


Where the West 
meets the East 


By S iihair M. Obeidat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Friendship societies 
have always played a important 
role in creating wider bridges for 
understanding between nations 
while staying dear of political 
dilemmas. 

After World War II the Feder- 
al Republic of Germany started 
mending fences with countries 
around the world through 
friendship societies. Thus the 
German Friendship Society, is an 
organisation with a long history 
of continuous attempts to prom- 
ote understanding between peo- 
ple on all levels. 

In 1963, while visiting Jordan, 
Kurt Uihlein, Jordan’s Honorary 
Consul in Germany at the time, 
proposed the idea of establishing a 
friendship society to His Majesty 
King Hussein. Thus with no poli- 
tical or economical connotations, a 
German-Jordanian friendship 
society was established. “We be- 
gan modestly," said Karl Scbmitt- 
Korte, head of the cultural de- 
partment of the society's chapter 
in Frankfurt, W. Germany. 

As it turned out the friendship 
society would lend a helping hand 
to Jordan. After the 1967 war, 
the society collected 700,000 ton- 
nes of clothing, pharmaceutical 
products and a complete cleaning 
mobile, altogether worth DM 1 
million. 

As the years passed, the scope 
and the task of the society be-' 
came clearer: Arabs and Wester- 
ners were still wary of each other 
and wracked by mutual mistrust. 
This led to the establishment of a 
cultural department in 1973 with 
Schmitt-Korte at its head. 

He explained how he de- 
veloped an interest in Jordan. *J 


was bore in Trier, the oldest 
German town, the seat of the 
Roman Emperor Constantine. I 
grew up with history and anti- 
quities, so quite naturally, I de- 
veloped an interest in 
archaeology." 

“In 1961 I visited the soutb of 
Jordan and fell in love with Petra. 
Then I became interested in the 
Roman period, especially the his- 
tory of the Nabateans. A field I 
was particularly interested in was 
pottery and coins of that era, as 
well as learning to read Nabatean 
inscriptions,” Schmitt-Korte said. 

“From frequent contacts with 
tbe department of antiquities, 
which was the basis of our cultu- 
ral work in the society, we estab- 
lished a ten-year programme, 
from 1976-1986." 

The fruit of these consultations 
were exhibitions on the Naba- 
teans held in a number of Ger- 
man cities (Hanover, Frankfurt. 
Bonn, Krefeld, Trier and Ham- 
burg). These exhibitions broke 
new ground in coordination often 
involving no less than five distinct 
bodies — lore! museums in Ger- 
many, the Ministry of Tourism 
in Jordan, the German Embassy 
in Jordan and the Embassy of 
Jordan in Germany. It was the 
friendship society that paved the 
way for such arrangements. The 
response was positive and great. 
The exhibitions were attended by 
more than 100,000 visitors and 
television and press coverage was 
extensive. Ultimately, the Naba- 
tean exhibition reached a Ger- 
man public of over one mill ion 
people. 

I heard in the Ministry of 
Tourism, during my last stay in 
Jordan, that German tourists 
were asking for Petra first. The 
Nabatean exhibitions were clear- 


ly a corner stone in our German- 
Jordanian friendship/’ he said. 


Goethe factor 


Schmitt-Korte was keen to 
emphasise what he saw as the 
neglected virtues of the Goethe In- 
stitute. “In tbe field of German- 
Jordanian cooperation, special 
mention must be made to the 
Goetbe Institute, the leading 
cultural representative of Ger- 
many in Jordan. Unfortunately, 
the degree and extent of services 
offered by this institute is greatly 
.under-rated, both in Germany 
and in Jordan,” he said. 

Schmitt-Korte attributed this 
to the absence of systematic 
documentation of the society’s 
achievements, and to the lan- 
guage barrier, although the latter 
has undoubtedly lessened over 
the past 20 years. 

“When I was here for two 
weeks in 1961, I met only one 
person who could speak German. 
Even today, the language barrier 
still exists, despite the fact that 
there has been an increase in tbe 
number of Jordanian students 
who have gained their Ph.Ds in 
German universities,” he said. 
The solution? “Another Goetbe 
Institute in Irbid and the wider 
provision of language teaching 
facilities.” Schmitt-Korte prop- 
oses. Student exchange program- 
mes between German and Jorda- 
nian colleges ranks high in the 
society's priorities. Others are 
organising public lectures, con- 
ferences and press interviews with 
Germans and Jordanians who can 
increase interest in and know- 
ledge of each others country. 

Schmitt-Korte was full of 
praise for the diplomats involved. 
“We are very lucky to have the 
German Ambassador in Jordan 



J 


German Chancellor Kohl and his wife during a visit to Petra in 
October 1983. 


Karl Schmitt-Korte 


His Excellency Dr. Herwig Bar- 
tels, an ardent promoter or cultu- 
ral contexts and the driving spirit 
behind the Jordanian exhibition 
in Cologne in 1987. which was 
opened by Her. Majesty Queen 
Noor,” he said. 

On display were a wide range 
of Jordanian antiquities and a 
number of Jordanian and Palesti- 
nian dresses which form the pri- 
vate collection of Mrs. Widad 
Kawar. Their simple beauty 
made a lasting impression on the 
German public. 


East-West understanding 

Schmitt-Korte is currently in 
Amman to study a novel project, 
the history of East-West under- 
standing. “The purpose of my 
current visit to Jordan is to ex- 
plore the possibilities of an ex- 
hibition on the development of 
Oriental and Islamic studies in 
Germany throughout the past 500 
years." 

This early chapter in Arabic 
studies, in contrast to the exhaus- 
tively studied period of conflicts, 


the Crusades, is know neither to 
the German nor the Jordanian 
public. One striking example is 
tbe portrait of Sebastian Muns- 
ter, one of the early masters of 
Oriental studies, which decorates 
the DM 100 bank note, and yet 
enjoys almost total anonymity. 
“Not even intellectuals are aware 
of it,” Schmitt-Korte com- 
plained. 

“When this exhibition can be 
realised and whether it can be 
shown in both Germany and Jor- 
dan remains to be seen.” Con- 
cord has never been as interesting 
as conflict. 

In recent years I have concen- 
trated on studying the Nabateans 
scientifically and I am visiting 
Petra to see the most recent 
progress on archaeological 
work," he sqjd. 

Another project of the society 
is a comprehensive book on the 
Nabateans* which will not only 
focus on Petra but will describe 
this unique culture as a whole. 
Although preparations for this 
work have already started, finan- 


cial problems have still to be 
overcome. 

Schmitt-Korte is reluctant to 
define tbe functions of the society 
as being solely academic. “There 
is an emphasis on the cultural 
aspects of the German-Jordanian 
Friendship Society which should 
not be overlooked, the scope of 
our work is much wider,” he said. 

With 800 members, the Ger- 
man -Jordan! an Society is consi- 
dered one of the ten largest Ger- 
man-foreign societies. All func- 
tions of the society are honorary, 
(without ' payment and without 
government support), so most of 
toe effort rests on personal enthu- 
siasm and. some degree of impro- 
visation. 

Jordan's friendship ambassa- 
dor is undoubtedly His Majesty 
King Hussein, he is very popular 
with the German public and Ger- 
man politicians. 

“Because we keep out of poli- 
tics, we are confident that tbe 
friendship as a basis for our socie- 
ty will continue in the future," 
Schmitt-Korte concluded. 


The re-creation of Madonna 


By Stephen Holden 


IN "Like a Prayer," the music- 
video and title song of an album 
that represents Madonna's con- 
vincing bid for recognition as a 
serious rock artist, toe 30-year- 
old star has never looked more 
beautiful or sung with more feel- 
ing . The songs, which deal direct? 
ly and very emotionally with her 
railed marriage to the actor Sean 
Penn, her family, and her Cathiv : 
lie girlhood, transcend toe brassy-* 
dance-pop of her three previous 
records to reveal Madonna as 
vulnerable human being. 

In toe video she kisses toe feet 
of toe statue of a black saint who 
steps out of a cage to become her 
fiesh-and-blood lover. As they 
embrace in a church pew, a black 
gospel chorus swoops and billows 
behind her sobb.ing vocal. 
Madonna is down on her knees 
one moment and falling out of the 
sky toe next. With its images of 
interracial love, religious ecstasy, 
stigmata and burning crosses car- 
ried forward by lush Caribbean- 
flavoured pop-gospel music, 
“Like a Prayer” surpasses 
Madonna's earlier music videos 
in its heady swirl of sacred and 
profane images. It is titillating, 
heart-tugging and funny all at 
once. 

Madonna, speaking by tele- 
phone from Los Angeles two 
weeks ago, shrugged off toe con- 
troversy surrounding the video, 
which has been denounced as 
offensive by toe American Family 
Association and has led Pepsi- 
Cola, which paid her more than 
$5 million to use toe song in a TV 
commercial, to ask that it be 
withdrawn from MTV. The com- 
pany's request was denied. 

“Art should be controversial, 
and that’s all there is to it,” 
Madonna declared, reiterating 
the philosophy behind many of 
her videos. 

Since becoming an internation- 
al star just over four years ago, - 
Madonna Louise Veronica Gc- 
cone from Detroit has shown a 
genius for stirring up just enough 
controversy to advance her career 
without tipping toe balance of 
public opinion against her. In- 
deed, the seeds of controversy 
are embodied in her very name. 
That name, she said, has always 
made her feel special. 

Pictures of Madonna, in a 
photogenic swoon with eyes half 
closed, have become as ubi- 
quitous as toe faces of Elvis Pre- 
sley, Marilyn Monroe and the 
Beatles. Bat Madonna — ■ far 


more than toe idols of the 50's 
and 60's — has exercised an 
impresario's shrewd managerial 
control over her image. Steeped 
in pop-culture iconography, she 
has manipulated toe persona of 
toe good-bad girl in music videos, 
concerts and endless photographs 
in a way that has made her 
self-invention a kind of ongoing 
performance, and has made her 
one of the 10 highest-paid enter- 
tainers of the late 1980’s, having 
earned, according to Forbes 
magazine, more than S20 million 
in each of toe last three years. 

“What I do is total commercial- 
ism, but it’s also art,” said 
Madonna. “I tike toe challenge of 
doing both, of somehow making 
art that is accessible and making 
commerce something artistic. 

“I think I have, a very healthy 
point of view about myself," she 
said. 

Having virtually invented her- 
self in toe downtown New York 
club world of the late 70’s and 
early 80’s, Madonna must be well 
aware tbat toe kind of teen-age 


adulation she attained with “Like 
a Virgin,” her first No. 1 hit, 
which led hordes of adolescent 
girls to dress tike her, is stardom 
of the most perishable sort. Her 
challenge has been to find a way 
of entering the grown-up show 
business mainstream while still 
remaining something of a kid in 
the eyes of her fans. It has been a 
race against time, but with “Like 


a Prayer," which demonstrate^ 

win,-*: 


such impressive musical grot 
she appears to have won, at least 
in toe world of pop music. 


scheming Hollywood secretary in 
the Lincoln Center production of . 
David Mamet's “Speed-the- 
Plow” revealed, the words of 
Frank Rich of The limes, a talent 
for “intelligent, scrupulously dis- 
ciplined comic acting.” Her per- 
formance in the play suggested 
that she would be far better 
suited to icy femmes fatales than 
noisy kooks. Much is riding on 
her portrayal of Breathless 
Mahoney, toe nightclub anger iri 


Warren Beatty’s “Dick Tracy,” 

i Los 


Miscalculation 


In nonmusical areas, however. 
Madonna has often miscalcu- 
lated. After making an initially 
bright impression in toe movies 
— in “Desperately Seeking 
Susan,” playing a version of her 
downtown New York self — 
Madonna floundered in the 
wooden “Shanghai Surprise” and 
the unbearably shrill “Who’s 
That Girl?” On Broadway, 
however, her portrayal of a 


which is now being filmed in 
Angeles. In the movie, she will 
sing three new songs by Stephen 
Sondheim. 

The new album is ultimately 
more important to Madonna’s 
future than any acting role, and it 
should lay to rest any lingering 
doubts about her musical talent. 
It teems with 60’s and early 70’s 
echoes — of toe Beatles, Simon 
and Garfunkel, and Sly and the 
Family Stone — all pumped up 
with a brash, if occasionally klut- 
zy, 80's sense of showmanship. 

“The theme of Catholicism 


runs rartpant through my 
album.” Madonna said. “It’s me 
struggling with toe mystery and 
magic that surrounds it. My own 
Catholicism is in constant up- 
heaval. When 1 left home at 17 
and went to New York, which is 
the city with the most sinners, I 
renounced the traditional mean- 
ing of Catholicism in terms of 
how I would live my life. But I 
never stopped feeling the guilt 
and shame that are ingrained in - 
you if you are brought tip 
Catholic.” 

The album is dedicated to toe 
singer’s mother, a devout woman 
who died when her daughter was 
7. Its songs, she' said, intertwine 
her search for faith with her 
search for her mother. 

The album's most unsettling 
song, “Till Death Do Us Part,” is 
an anxious jumpy ballad that 
describes a marriage wracked 
with drinking, violent quarrels 
and a possessive, self-hating hus- 
band. Its ending finds toe couple 
locked by their unbreakable mar- 
riage vows into a miserable culde- 



From noisy kook to icy fem- 
me fatale? 




Madonna keeps time with one of her dance partners daring 
her stage act at London’s Wembley Stadium. 
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Material girl turns missionary 


j.’ 

A frame from her current controversial video — She has a 
genius for stirring np just enough controversy. 


sac. That’s what might have hap- 
pened to her. Madonna said, had 
she and Sean Penn followed Ro- 
man Catholic church doctrine and 
not filed for divorce as they did in 
January. 

“Love Song,” a smoldering 
duet with Prince that toe two 
created by sending toe tape back 
and forth through the mail and 
adding bits and pieces, is a yowl- 
ing come-hither duet. And “Keep 
It Together” resurrects the edgy 
pop-funk style and hippie optim- 
ism of Sly and Family Stone’s 
“Everyday People." 

If toe album has one song in 
whkh Madonna expresses a 30- 
year-old’s view of life unsha- 
dowed by rebellion and lingering 
lapsed Catholic pain, it is “Ex- 
press Yourself,” in which she 
repudiates the philosophy of 
“Material Girl” and advises 
women not to settle for a less- 
than-wonderful relationship. 
“You don’t need diamond rings 
or 18 carat gold/Fancy cars that 
go very fast you know they never 
last,” she proclaims. 

“The message of the song is 
that people should always say 
what it is they want,” Madonna 
said. “The reason relationships 
don’t work is because they are 
afraid. That’s been my problem 
in all my relationships. Tm sure 
people see me as an outspoken 
person, and for the most part, if I 
want something I ask for it. But 
sometimes you feel that if you ask 
for too much or ask for the wrong 
thing from someone you care 
about that that person won’t like 
you. And so you censor yourself. 
I’ve been guilty of that in every 
mea ni n g ful relationship I’ve ever 
The time I learn how not to 
edit myself will be the time I 
consider myself a complete 
adult.” — 77»e New York Times. 
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Every day new American film 
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Hachimi Azza exhibits a great sense of balance and harmony 

Gestures of benevolence 


By NeOy Lama 

Special to the . Jordan Times 

AMMAN — - Jordanian-art Jovers 

feavc. enjoyed the delectation of a 
• number of art works that boast a 
gpeajt sense erf balance, a sensitive 
flSt of colour and an accom- 
plished rendering of a very te~ 
dions and difficult tithographic 
ttdjnKpe, the ‘Mezzo tint better 
known as ‘Mfanfcre Noir.’ ' 

The artist, Hachhni Azza, a 
-Moroccan, was an artist since be 
remembers. “When others play- 
ed football, I played with pencil 
and paper; 1 drew.'’ He started 
his formal art education in the 
School of Fine Arts in Tetouan, 
Morocco in 1965. In 1969, he 
joined the Royal Academy of 
Hoc Arts of Brussels where he 
studied painting, sculpture and 
drawing. On graduating he felt a 
deep need for more technical 
knowhow, so he went on in 1972 
to the Superior School of 
Architecture and Visual Art in 
Brussels where be studied ah 
kinds of graphic printing techni- 
ques, dry point, linoleum, 
etching, woodcuts, etc. “At the 
end erf the course the student 
would have tried- his band at 
everything and acquired the fed 
for one specific mode that suits 
him best, mi™* is the mezzo-tint.” 

With this background, Hachimi 
was now to explore his private 
world. He wanted to try out all 
the materials, to get into all the 
adventures of art. At University, 
he had learned to make perfect 
reproductions of the works of the 
masters; he had covered ana- 
tomy, and technique. He ex- 
plains: “When we are on our 
own, the battle is what we do with 
that which we studied. The good 
professor promotes the imagina- 


tion of .bis student and not only 
his sense of aesthetics and techni- 
que, ** The -imagination’ of 
Hachimi is vast His. lithographs 
re p res e nt a surrealistic compila- 
tion of objects; objects that often 
have no relation to one another 
and that do not make sense. It is 
as Reverdy explains it in his 
article in North-South “the bring- 

S.^^te^oore ti^reMon of 
these two realities is tfistant, the 
. stronger , will be the image.” 

The first lithograph represents 
the smiling “Mona Usa” of 
Leonardo Da Vinci with the 
background landscape, compress- 
ed in a pressure jar, a paint tube 
with pamt oozing out of it lies 
beside it. (What have they not 
done to the poor Gioconda?). 

Another shows the self-portrait 
of Caravaggio compressed within 
a baby food jar with an apple 
standing on the lid. 

The painter explains; ‘To me, 
all art works are objects. I cut out 
a photograph of a painting, or a 
card or a torn paper bag or a 
vegetable and I leave them lying 
around. They start to be part of 
my awareness and when the time 
is ripe, I fit sketches of thorn into 
my. compositions.” 

About the Gioconda he ex- 
plains, “She represents the his- 
tory of art in the world. I have 
captured that civilisation and 
locked it up and included it as an 
‘object 9 in a composition.” 

- This demystification of classical 
art is an ongoing trend in Europe. 
It might sound grotesque to 
some, yet when one perceives the 
way Hadnmi Azza produces per- ' 
feet balance, on a dart back- 
ground, of objects great and 
small, one can sense the touch of 
a master. 

He uses Boudehe’s “Archer” 


with great tension in the muscles, 
one foot standing on a vegetable, 
the oilier anchored on an ancient 
column. Ancient? Maybe not, for 
after all, the column is covered 
with blue diagonal stripes that 
make it look more like a pole of a 
merry-go-round. The archer has 
no head, but his muscles .look 
alive. This duality of life and 
death, of old and new is prevalent 
tti all bis paintings. 

Hachimi exhibits a sense of 
humour when his Sphinx adopts 
genuine hitman features and sits 
beside a red apple and a leaf. The 
duality again. Good perspective 
is achieved by the overlapping of 
these forms and by the converg- 
ing lines of the ground. 

Watermelons and Japanese 
vases 

A still life of a watermelon 
(unbelievably realistic), a 
Japanese vase and a peach stand 
in single file. This reminds us of 
the still Hies of the Spanish Re- 
naissance artist, Zarbaran. 

In “Homage to Magritte” he 
repaints die master’s 1948 paint- 
ing “Memory” with the same 
bead of a Greek sculpture, the 
same window sill, notch included, 
the same cloudy sky. The leaf on 
the sill is, in this case, falling out 
beyond the edge of the painting 
and a pear replaces the ball that 
Magritte portrays among the 
otter objects. (The ball is used in 
another painting along with 
Pegassus and a dock and pendu- 
lum.) The whole painting is set on 
a black background and looks as 
if the canvas on which it was 
painted was folded, white creases 
appear on it. 

The greatness of this work lies 
in understanding the technique of 
the ‘memo tint”; A copper plate 


is My indented with a wedge- 
form blade, the edge of which is 
dented (a berceuse). When the 
whole surface is rough (if could 
take three days’ preparation) the 
shapes are drawn on in pencil 
and, with the use of a burnisher, 
the artist starts to work negative- 
ly, removing the dents where he 
wants lighter shades and going 
into the depth of the copper plate 
where he wants white. Once this 
process is over, he prepares two 
other plates, of equal dimensions, 
for the rendering of different 
colours. Now the printing process 
takes place. The paper is placed 
within the press. A mark is placed 
where the copper {date will sit so 
that they would fall in fine. This is 
called registration. Filled with 
ink, the plates are sequentially 
deposited on the paper and press- 
ed, starting with tight coloms.and 
ending with the black and white 
version. The first proofs arc cal- 
led artist’s proofs. He decides .on 
one final result and tries to repro- 
duce it faithfully in his other 
prints. In Europe today, artists 
give their copper plates to a 
professional lithographer who 
prints them. Hachimi does his 
own printing. 

We find “the three graces” of 
Botticelli in a dark enclosure 
within a torn paper bag. Grace is 
apparent in the ultimate realism 
with which he renders the bag. 
The familiarity of the object 
makes it as timeless as the repe- 
ated representation- of the three 
graces within history. The three 
nudes here are striped in bine and 
pink in an attempt to do away 
with their historical value. 

His “Song of the Poet” shows 
Lucas Cranach’s “Eve” standing 
unaware of the green serpent 
around ter neck. This and the 
green curtain behind pick up the 


red of her Kps and nipples, Cra- 
nach, who lived during the Re- 
formation, meant bis work to be 
morahsing; the flesh versus death 
and the permanence of the soul. 
Hachimi claims that no such thing 
is insinuated in his work, unless it 
happened subconsciously. 

Colour and balance 

Next Hachimi offers a collec- 
tion of transparent objects, bot- 
tles, glasses etc. broken at the 
centre allowing the objects within 
to show; a shade darker within 
the glass, quite brighter without 
it. Colour plays an important part 
in the balance of the painting. He 
uses motifs such as playing mar- 
bles; be readers their transparen- 
cy and the shadow cast by their 
volume. He also paints cherries 
for their spherical form and their 
stems that aquire a varied thrust 
into all directions; this he uses to 
make his compositions more ex- 
citing. He uses the different ad- 
orns acquired by the cherries, 
green, read and mauve to produce 
alternating rhythms, harmonies, 
contrasts. His great mastery of 
such elements is best seen in 
“Pyramid” where a small striped 
pyramid stands on the base, 
above it a duster of mauve cher- 
ries floats in space and above that 
a single red cherry with an intense 
green leaf cut in half just far 
enough to handle the question of 
balance impeccably. A strong 
vertical line could be envisioned- 
at the centre and'the whole seems 
to be symmetrical where, in fact, 
it is not. Such a sense of balance 
belongs only to one who has 
mastered his trade through years 
of hard practice. 

A modest man, Hachimi Azza, 
only boasts of his discipline and 
hard work “1 have imposed on 
myself a harsh discipline, I work 


A 



Paving dividends throughout medicine 


Gambling on treatment 


Canada AIDS patients to use experimental drugs 


By Russell Minch 
Reuter 

.OTTAWA — Terminally ill pa- 
' ticms in Canada are being 
allowed access to the latest ex- 
perimental drugs, a move AIDS 
groups are bailing as a major step 
forward. 

Canada’s department of health 
and welfare sent out letters last 
month to doctors across the coun- 
try outlining an emergency prog- 
ramme allowing use of yet-to-be- 
approved drugs for sufferers of 
Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (AIDS) and other life- 
threatening diseases. 

“We are committed to farilrtat- 
ing access to expe rim ental drugs 
for patients in the treatment of 


AIDS,” said Dr. Sabih Khan, 
scientific adviser in the federal 
bureau of prescription drugs. 

The programme, which is 
attracting interest in the United 
States, was actually established 
several years ago. Some federal 
health officials, however, were 
apparently unaware of it and 
were blocking access to new 
drags that were still several years 
away from final approval. 

“Things needed to be straight- 
ened out and they were... it’s a 
major step forward,” Jeffrey 
Braff, president of the Canadian 
AIDS Society, told reporters. 

Braff said there are a range of 
w fp mmpntal drugs that AIDS 
patients would like to use, includ- 
ing aerosol pentamidine, which is 


believed to prevent sufferers 
from catching pneumonia. 

There are an estimated 2,400 
AIDS cases in this country of 26 
milli on. Another 30,000 to 40,000 
people are believed to be carrying 
the virus, which attacks the 
body's ability to fight off 


Emergency programme 

Under Canada’s emergency 
drug programme a doctor most 
first seek permission, from the 
government to use an ex- 
perimental treatment on a criti- 
caDy-ill patient 
Federal health officials will 
approve a drug’s use if it is felt 
the doctor knows how to adminis- 
ter die drug and is aware of its 


capabilities. The government will 
monitor the effects of the drug on 
the .patient. 

The doctor must find a manu- 
facturer willing to sell the drag, 
which federal officials adnm 
could be a problem. They said 
pharmaceutical companies might 
be unwilling to keep large stocks 
of experimental drags on hand,' 
especially in the early testing 
stages. 

' There is also concern that 
AIDS patients in the United 
States might try to take advan- 
tage of Canada’s liberal drag 
programme to gain access to 
promising treatments. 

U-S. authorities recently de- 
cided to allow individual Amer- 
icans to import for their own use 


drugs which are legal in other 
countries but not yet approved in 
the United States. 

Canadian officials believe re- 
quests for drugs from U-S. pa- 
tients could severely strain the 
system and deplete existing sup- 
plies. 

“This will be a problem. This is 
something we will have to con- 
tend with,’ said the government's 
Kahn. 

At the Canadian AIDS society 
Braff said he was disturbed that 
American patients would have to 
look to Canada for help. 

“It is unfortunate that citizens 
of one country would have to 
look to the compassion of 
another country to get treat- 
ment,” he said. 



An art work by Harfihwi Azza 

hard, I work seriously.” 

Hac himi Azza offers the pro- 
ceeds of his exhibition to Jorda- 
nian art and artists, for, seeing 
that he has arrived, be feels that - 
his role is to help other reach the 
required heights of what is 


worthy of being called “Fine 
Art.” His advice to Jordanian 
artists: “Work seriously, .work 
bard. Some artists want to skip 
the stages of development and 
want to reach the heights in one 
leap, this is impossible. Lots of 


hard work and gradual education 
is the only way. The yeast is 
there, let the bread grow before 
yon bake!” 

The National Gallery was com- 
plimented for having made such a 

good choice. .. again 


A woman of science 
is given her due 


By Walter Sanchez 
Reuter 

NAZCA, Peru — Portraits of 
Maria Reiche adorn homes and 
shops in this desert town , where 
ste ; came to study gianr ancient 
drawings etched into the Peru- 
vian desert. 

Musicians serenade here with 
songs about her lonely efforts to 
decipher the famous Nazca lines, 
and her birthday is a local holiday 
celebrated with dances. 

But it was not always so. 
Reicbe remembers how children 
fled from her and townspeople 
shunned her when she returned 
after weeks spent alone in the 
desert, sweeping rocks and sand 
from the huge drawings which 
have intrigued archaeologists for 
decades. 

“Once I walked into the mar- 
ket and someone behind me said, 
“she's a witch.” I remember once 
a whole crowd of children ran 
away,” Reiche said. 

Now 85, Reiche suffers from 
Parkinson's Disease and requires 
assistance to walk. Since she be- 
came blind last year she was spent 
her days as guest of a state-owned 
hotel in Nazca, with her physician 
sister, Renata, and a cat called 
Merio. 

But she has not finished her 
study of the etchings, which 
sprawl for as much as 100 yards 
across the desert floor and which 
can be seen most clearly from the 
air. She believes they were a vast 
astronomical calendar. 

The 30 giant figures, carved 


into the day soil by Nazca Indians 
about 2,000 years ago, have be- 
come a huge tourist attraction, 
second only to Peru’s ancient dty 
of Machu Picchu 

As well as. parallels and 
geometric figures ! ’ there are 
drawings of creatures inducting a 
spider, a hummingbird, a killer 
whale and a monkey. 

Spanish colonisers thought the 
lines were roads, later achaeolog- 
ists have speculated that they 
were irrigation ditches, running 
tracks or weaving patterns. 

She used rakes and 
brooms to uncover 
the huge designs. 

Often she slept 
under the stars and 
was once trapped in 
a sandstorm for 
three days. 

Another theory suggests the 
ancient Indians used to fly in hot 
air balloons and the drawings 
were launch areas. 

Yet another theopr is that ' 
aliens once landed in ancient 
Peru, and the lines were “run-' 
ways,” an invitation to the ex- 
traterrestials to return. 

Reiche’s hypothesis is that the 
Nazca Indians used the figures to 
plot the stars and determine the 
time for planting, harvesting and 
■religious ceremonies. 


She still hopes to prove that th< 
tines served as a huge anden 
astrological calendar, and ha 
chosen a successor, 49-year-oli 
Phyllis Pitluga, senior astronomer 
at Chicago’s Adler i planetarium 
to continue hervfork. 

The Peruvian press has dubbec 
Pitluga the “new guardian angel’ 
of the Nazca lines. 

57 years ago 

Reiche sailed to Peru from be) 
native West Germany 57 years 
ago, to work as a governess in the 
Andean City of Cuzco shortly 
after receiving a mathematics de- 
gree at Hamburg University. 

She first learned of the lines 
while working as a translator foi 
Paul Kosok, a scholar studying 
the long-neglected lines. 

After viewing them from the 
air, Kosok became convinced 
they were what he called “the 
largest astronomy book in the 
world.” 

For years Reiche lived alone in 
a one-room adobe house in the 
desert, walking the sand by day 
and poring over her astronomical 
calculations by the light of a 
kerosene lantern by night. She 
used rakes and brooms to uncov- 
er tte.huge designs. 
x -Often she slept under the stars 
and was once trapped in a sand- 
storm for three days. 

Now a Peruvian attendant 
reads to her, on topics ranging 
from glasnost to Marie Curie, a 
heroine of Reiche’s, who was also 
ostracised in the early years of 
her research. 
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SUNDAY & EVERYDAY 

Luncheon Buffet 

at the 

Coffee Shop 



iS 


JO. 6500 Adults 
JO 3.500 CNkJren 


J 


Prime Rib 
Night 
at the 

Coffee Shop 





Prime Rib 
YoriuJurr Pudding 
Baked Potato. Vegetables 
SefcdJoe of Sweets 
JD.6.500 pp 


J 


Jumbo Shrimp 
Night 
at the 

Andalusia 
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Sea Food Cocktail* 
Shrimps^ GriUed. Deep Fried, 
or Pnnn^l 
Selectee of Sweets 
JD. 10.000 pp 


Spanish Paella 
Night 
at the 

Coffee Shop 





Sea Food Soup 

Traditional Paella 
i Rice. Shrimp. Hammour 

Cabunari rir...i 
Selection of Sweels 

JD.6.500 pp 


Steak Night 
at the 


Coffee Shop 



RESERVATIONS AMMAN PLAZA km 


Ijli — * — Jit 

Trusthouse Forte Holds 




Charcoal Bruiltrd Steak 
(irtrn Salad 

Baked or Fried PoUlot-s 
\egetabl«v 
Selection of Sweet* 

JD.6.500 pp 


^=Ufednesday=^ Thursday 

Sea Food 


Indian Buffet 
Night 
.at the 

jtCoffee Shop 



5©- 1 fc l5C 


Beef. lamb. Chicken, 
Shrimp or Vegetables 
Nam Bread 
Selection of Sweets 
JD.6.500 pp 


J 


Night 
at the 

Andalusia 

Set Menu Or ATa Carte' 





Selection 
of Sweets 

JD.10.000 pp 
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OPEC ministers perceive oil ‘U. S. Treasury faces nine nightmares’ 


prices stabilising at present 


VIENNA (R) — OPEC apparently does not expect 
oil prices to go much higher, at least for now, after 
their surge in recent weeks. 


Uncertainties about the 
strength of petroleum demand in 
the United States, Europe and 
particularly Asia beset oil minis- 
ters assembled for a session of the 
eight-nation OPEC market moni- 
toring committee. 

Even as they gathered for 
Wednesday's talks, futures on the 
New York Mercantile Exchange 
dropped to around $20 a barrel 
for West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI), the U.S. benchmark 
crude oil, after 17-month highs 
above $20.50 Monday. 

“We should be very cautious in 
perceiving present market be- 
haviour,” said Indonesia's minis- 
ter, Ginanjar Kartasasmita. 

Also questioned on prices, 
Iraq's Issam Abdul Rahim Al 
Chalabi said: “No. I don't expect 
that they will continue to go up in 


the way they have been going in 
the last few days.” 

Ecuador's Diego Tamariz ex- 
plained: “You do have temporary 
situations which have implied a 
reduction in production such as 
the Alaskan oil spill and the 
problems in the North Sea.” 
Besides the temporary disrup- 
tion of some U.S. oil production 
from Alaska, after the Exxon 
Valdez offshore spillage, British 
North Sea output has been ait by 
a series of accidents. This oil will 
soon flow onto the market again. 

Still, OPEC can congratulate 
itself on having curbed excess 
supply — by means of a pact 
binding its 1 13 -members to 
observe production quotas for the 
first half of 1989 — to the extent 
that prices are unlikely to dip far 
from current levels, industry ex- 


ecutives said. 

The output restraint by the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), along 
with strong demand, has driven 
prices up from around $12 a 
barrel for WTI last autumn. 

The only cloud on OPECs 
horizon now is that strong de- 
mand could soon have some 
members at odds agai n over pro- 
duction quotas since it may make 
possible a rise in the group’s 
self-imposed output ceiling. 

OPEC's perennial problem is 
that, whenever demand rises, 
members dispute who should be 
allowed to sell more. 

The OPEC president, Rflwanu 
Lukman of Nigeria, now thinks 
that most members’ output is 
down dose to their individual 
ceilings. He declined to comment 
on reports of overproduction by 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Kuwait has now indicated it 
favours raising the overall OPEC 


rifling at mid-year to 20 million 
barrels from 18-5 million now, 
with a big part of the increase in 
allowable rales going to itself and 
the UAE. 

Both say their quotas are un- 
fairly low, given their huge oil 
reserves. But delegates said other 
nations like Venezuela, deep in 
debt and burdened by big popula- 
tions, may disagree. 

Delegates also say it will be 
crucial for OPEC to get estimates 


of future demand right 
According to U.S. i 


According to U.S. industry 
leaders, American demand for 
gasoline will still be growing for 
the rest of this year, but a rise of 
up to \Vi per cent will be below 
an average around three per cent 
since crime ofl prices tumbled in 
1986. 

Japan’s economy, however, is 
booming. Japanese industry’s use 
of energy rose a record 83 per 
cent last year. Oil companies also 
report surging demand in Taiwan 
and South Korea. 


Figures show sharp increase 


in Soviet imports from West 


MOSCOW (R) — Sharply higher 
Soviet imports from the West in 
1988 contributed to a major trade 
imbalance, official figures re- 
leased Wednesday showed. 

Soviet foreign trade has been 
hit hard in recent years by lower 
world prices for oil and other raw 
materials, which account for the 
bulk of its hard currency exports. 

Kremlin plans to diversify ex- 
port structure, boosting the per- 
centage of finished products sold 
abroad, have had little impact as 
yet. 

Data published Wednesday in 
the foreign trade journal Vnesh- 
nyaya Torgovlya showed the 
Soviet Union imported 16.3 bil- 
lion roubles (S26.1 billion) worth 
of goods from the developed 


world last year after 13.9 billion 
roubles ($22.2 billion). 

Its exports to the West rose 
only slightly to 14.7 billion rou- 
bles ($23.5 billion) from 14.2 
billion ($22.7 billion), creating a 
trade deficit of 1.6 billion roubles 
($2.7 billion). 


while exports slipped 1.5 per cent 
to 67 billion roubles ($107 bil- 
lion). 


The deficit follows a trade sur- 
plus of 312 million roubles ($499 
millio n) with the West in 1987 — 
the first surplus for three years. 


The figures confirmed earlier 
statements by officials that the 
Soviet Union's overall trade ba- 
lance last year worsened though 
turnover grew 2.5 per cent to 132 
billion roubles ($211 billion). 

Total imports grew 7.1 per cent 
to 65 billion roubles ($104 billion) 


Vneshnyaya Torgovlya said the 
export of machinery and technic- 
al products last year did not rise 
Cast enough, np only 0.3 per cent 
overall though its share in the 
total export structure rose to 16.2 
per cent from 15.5 per cent. 

. It added that foodstuffs worth 
10.3 billion roubles (S16.5 billion) 
were imported in 1988, including 
35 million tonnes of grain, 4.1 
million tonnes of raw sugar and 
0.7 million tonnes of meat and 
meat products. 


accounted for 15.8 per cent of the 
country’s total imports after 16.1 
per cent In 1967. 

Soviet officials have said no 
sugar was bought on the free 
market last year as all sugar 
imports came from Cuba under a 
long-standing contractual 
arrangement. 


Vneshnyaya Torgovlya said 
consumer goods worth 8.3 billion 
roubles ($13.3 billion) were 
bought abroad last year, 12.8 per 
cent of total imports after 13 per 
cent in 1987. 


It gave no comparative figures 
but said purchases of food and 
raw produds for food production 


It added that machinery, 
equipment and transport purch- 
ases accounted for foe bulk of 


imports — 40.9 per cent after 
41.4 per cent in 1987. 


Dollar strengthens despite warning 


LONDON (R) — The dollar was 
near seven-month highs Wednes- 
day despite a pledge from Japan 
that it would join Western central 
banks in trying to curb the U.S. 
currency’s new-found strength if 
exchange rates fluctuated too 
wildly. 

As world currency trade began 
in earnest after the long Easter 
holiday, the dollar climbed steep- 
ly Tuesday, dosing at 1.8935 


marks and 133.15 yen, its highest 
since last August. 

In Europe Wednesday morn- 
ing, the U.S1 currency was once 
again nudging these levels 
although dealers said there had 
been some profit-taking. ■ 

The dollar's rise Tuesday 
prompted concerted bat, accord- 
ing to dealers, relatively light 
intervention by West Germany's 
Bundesbank, the U.S. Federal 


Reserve and eight other central 
banks. 

These dollar sales, in which the 
Bank of Japan did not partici- 
pate, failed to dampen the enthu-- 
siasm of investors attracted by 
relatively high U.S. interest rates. 

But Wednesday Bank of Japan 
Governor Satoshi Sumita told a 
news conference in Tokyo that 


Japan would cooperate with 
other Western industrial nations 


if exchange rates moved widely. 

“Massive intervention is 
needed, otherwise we could be 
going considerably higher,” said 
Steve Kelleher, corporate treas- 
ury adviser at Chemical Bank in 
London. 

“The Bank of Japan has to 
come in and intervene very loudly 
and very aggressively and that 
would signal an intermediate 
top for the dollar," be added. 


Complete household furniture for sale, including 
carpeting and curtains. 


DUTY FREE CAR FOR SALE 


For further information call 677048 from 10:00 
a.m. till 5:00 p.m. 


1986 German Ford Seirra 1.6 
Excellent condition: Grey colour 

Phone Bob: 661437 


AMERICAN FILM WEEK AT 


NlfOUM CINEMA 


cyiqaba Snn. 

Furnished Tourist Flats 


Two bedrooms, lounge, living room, kitchen. Idyllic sea 
views. Rent: Weekly, monthly and annually. 


Tel. 675571 


Call Aqaba Tel: 03/316896, P.O. Box (884) 


Daily different film scheduled as follows: 


^ mmm Under (he Patronage of Mrs. Hind S her IT Nasser 
The National Music Conservatory /Noor Al Hussein Foundation 


Thursday 30/3/1989 

NIGHT ON THE TOWN 

Friday 31/3/1989 

POLICE ACADEMY 5 

Saturday 1/4/1989 

FULL METAL JACKET 

Sunday 2/4/1989 

STAKE OUT 

Monday 3/4/1989 

INNER SPACE 

Tuesday 4/4/1989 

BURGLAR 

Wednesday 5/4/1989 

EMPIRE OF THE SUN 

Thursday 6/4/1989 

N1CO 

Friday 7/4/1989 

HEART BREAK RIDGE 


Hussein Foundation 

OPERETTA 

\es Musicomedieas 



Tickets: JD 1 

Shows at: 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 

AIR CONDITIONED 

WITH DOLBY STEREO SOUND SYSTEM 


WASHINGTON (R) — Fresh 
doubts over the new U.S. propos- 
als for debt reduction were voiced 
Tuesday, with two experts warn- 
ing that Washington is courting 
disaster unless it implements the 
plan quickly. 

Richard Feinberg of the 
Washington-based Overseas De- 
velopment Council (ODC) listed 
“nine nightmares for the U.S. 
Treasury,” ranging from delays in 
making deals as debtors and cre- 
ditors await details of the new 
policy, to unilateral debt service 
reduction by countries that do not 
qualify for relief. 

In Tokyo Yoh Kurosawa, de- 
puty president of the Industrial 
Bank of Japan, said delaying the 
plan could spell disaster because 
debtor nations win otherwise re- 
main reluctant to pay interest to 
commercial banks. 

“If I were a Brazilian, I 
wouldn’t pay,” Kurosawa told a 
press luncheon. 


Details of the proposal, which 
was outlined by Treasury Secret- 
ary Nicholas Brady on March 10 r 
will be discussed when finance 
ministers gather here at tfie 
weekend for the spring meetmg 
of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and World Bank. 


Kurosawa said he understood 
the first countries to benefit from 
the ideas would be Mexico, 
Venezuela and the Philippines. 

He estimated that $20 billion to 
$30 billion would be needed to 
implement the Brady proposals, 
which envisage the use of IMF and 
World Bank money to back pay- 
ments on the remaining debt. 


The U.S. Treasury, winch anti- 
cipates cuts of 20 per cent in debt 
and debt service over three years, 
thinks the lending agencies will 
have to put np $20425 trillion. 

But Feinberg of the ODC, a 
private research group, told re- 
porters the bill could be about 


S10 billion higher. 

Noting that toe cash drain from 
Latin America has averaged $25 
trillion a year in the past three 
years, Feinberg said polky-mak- 
ezs should aim to reduce that net 
resource transfer by $20 bSfion a 
year in enter to stimulate growth 
rmd investment in toe region. 

Multilateral lending agencies, 
such as the Worid Bank, IMF and 
Inter-American Development 
Bank, might provide $8 WHon aid 
commercial banks the rest 

If they (fid not want to fend 
new money they could cut by 40 
per cent the $280 bflfion they hold 
in medium- and long-term Latin 
debt Dus would save about $11 
billion a year in debt service 
—br a 10 per cent interest 
rate, Feinberg said. 

The $170 bilBon of principal 
that would remain after a 40 per 
cent debt reduction could be col- 
lateralised with 30-year zero- 
coupon treasury bonds, which sell 


Another nightmare, be said, 
would be if banks press creditor 
governments and toe intenmtioQ- 
ai lending agencies for guaran- 
tees, thereby “threatening to de- 
feat Brady's pledge to mnrimge 
the transfer of risk to tire public 
sector.” 


Despite being world’s highest paid 


Japanese prepare for tough wage fight 


TOKYO (AP) — As they 
approach annual wage negotia- 
tions, Japanese workers are not 
impressed by arguments they 
already are toe world's highest 
paid. 

The country’s biggest labour 
organisation is demanding aver- 
age raises of seven per cent, 
saying Japan's high prices leave 
workers behind in real purchasing 
power. 

“Japanese workers are not paid 
enough to match die country’s 
economic growth,” Kajiyama 

Toshibnmi Kajiyama, chairman 
of the 5.6-million member trade 
union confederation, recently 
told reporters. 

Employers counter that higher 
wages would hurt Japan's ability 
to compete overseas. They say 
the answer is for the country to 
find a way to reduce prices. 

Japanese companies and their 
unions do their bargaining each 
April in wbat is known as the 
“spring labour offensive.” This 
year's began with a rally by about 

10.000 workers last Saturday 
(March 25) in a Tokyo park. 

Strikes tend to be short, in- 
tended mainly as demonstrations. 
The labonr ministry said that of 
1,347 strikes last year, involving 

430.000 workers, only 496, with 

75.000 workers, lasted- mope -than - 
a half-day. 

The forthcoming negotiations 
follow a year in which consumer 
prices rose 0.7 per cent, com- 
pared with 0.1 per cent in 1987, 
and unemployment, at 2.5 per. 
cent, was the lowest since 1983. 

Although Japan counts some 
people as employed who would 
not be counted in other nations, 
some industries have reported 
labour shortages. 


The Bank of Japan says toe 
average profits of 648 major 
Japanese enterprises rose by 23 
per cent last year. 

Kajiyama claims that good 
raises actually will help 
businesses. 

“A higher scale of wages will 
help expand Japan’s domestic de- 
mand and improve the standard 
and quality of life in Japan in 
keeping with its new economic 
status as the country with the 
highest (per capita) income,” Ka- 
jiyama recently told reporters. 

He added, however, that the 
Japanese worker's real purchas- 
ing power is only 60 per cent of 
the average American’s or 70 per 
cent of the average West Ger- 
man's. 

An international study released 
last October listed average 
Japanese income in 1987 at 
$23,022. followed by $ 21,022 in 
West Germany, $18,163 in the 
United States and $17,657 in 
France. 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnishe<r<Sf 

Unfurnished 


In Shmeisani, $weifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa- 
tion 'please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT BPR 
RENT 


Two or three bedrooms, kitchen, two bathrooms, L-shaped salon 
with dining room, separate central heating, garage, lift, central 
aerial, separate store room and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani opposite Safeway, feeing the Medical 
Council. 


Call tel: 885437 or 686670. 






Two bedrooms, private entrance and garden, with telephone 
and separate central heating. 

Location: 7th Circle, near Pizza Hutt. 


Calls on Friday from 8-8, tel: 813690 



FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 


Consists of three bedrooms, salon, dining, living, 
veranda and basement, with servant room, winter 
and summer garage, garden with a children play- 
ground. 

Location Shmeisani 


Tel: 666492 



ATTENTION PLEASE 


THE BEDOUIN’S BAZAAR 


BIG SALE 


ANNOUNCES 

BIG SALE 


BIG SALE 


Because we are cios'nc oar shop, we offer a goo:; oargs.Ti 
and oooc oppCAjoey *or you. 

1 - Buy two carpets arc get one rug free 

2- Buy tor JD ' : 00 ana pay JD 70 

3- Bring ‘his coupon and get your present tree even it 

4- Creou euros accepted 

Note Me r cedes 280 duty paid, mode' -97b for sale 


Located; Between 7th and 8th Circles 
Next to the American School 
Royal Automobile Club St. 

Telephone 824485 


But toe study listed real pur- 
chasing power at $9,009 in toe 
United States, $7,783 in West 
Germany and $7,302 in Japan, 
where high food and bowsing 
costs offset high wages. 


Raises hit a 22-year low of 3.6 
per cent in 1987 as Japanese 
companies battled toe effects of 
toe higher yen, which made their 
products more expensive and less 
competitive overseas. The high- 
yen problem since has been over- 
come, in some cases by streamlin- 
ing of basic industries. 

Last April, Japanese com- 
panies granted an average 4.4 per 
cent raise, bringing toe average 
wage to about 249,000 yen 
($1,915) a month, excluding over- 
time and bonuses. Many econom- 
ists expect increases of about five 
per cent this time. 

But toe Japan Federation of 
Employers’ Associations argues 
for bolding down raises to keep 
Japanese business competitive. 

Instead, it “suggests that high 
domestic prices should be re- 
duced to help the people improve 
the condition of their daily life,” 
said toe federation’s Yasuyuki 
HiraL 

He said the federation would 
like to see methods found to 


Labour ministry spokesman 
Yasoo Sato said toe average, 
including overtime, was 2,111 
hours last year. 

The latest comparative figures 
for the manufacturing industry 
listed 2,150 hours for Japanese 
workers in 1986, 1,924 for Amer- 
icans, 1,938 for Britons and 1,655 
for West Germans. 

Reducing annual hours would 
involve shortening the work 
week, now 5fe days at many 
companies, and persuading work- 
ers to take their fall vacations. 
Many Japanese express uneasi- 
ness about taking time off while 
colleagues stay on toe job. 

The labour ministry says the 
average worker took only 7.6 
days of his allotted 15 vacation 
days in 1987. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, March 29, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


VS. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Detfscbemadc 
Swiss banc 


Bay SerB 

538.0 542-0 

908.1 917.7 
283.8 2S6J 
325-5 


French franc 84.1 85.0 

Japa n ese yen (far 100) 403.6 406.2 

Duidi guilder 251.8 2S4.2 

Swedish crown 833 84.2 

Italian tin (for 100) 38.8 39.1 


Belgian franc (for 10) 135.7 136.9 



LONDON (R) — Following are toe buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
toe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Steit 
One U.S. 


One ounce of gold 


1.6850/60 

1.1940/50 

1.8928/35 

2.1345/55 

1.6515/25 

39.63/66 

63875/925 

1386/1387 

132.95/133.05 

6.4460/510 

6.874Q/90 

73790/840 

382.00/38230 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swecfish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 



SYDNEY — The Australian share market was just off the day’s 
lows by the close, driven down by a sell off in stocks with Mid 
exposure. The All Ordinaries fell 7.4 to 1,4793. 


TOKYO — Share prices soared to a record close in brisk trade on 

a continuing buying spree. The trigger for toe flurry was the 

arrival Tuesday of toe first day of trade for delivery in the business 
year starting April 1 sparked baying. The Nikkei jumped 430.92 to 
a record dose of 32,737.28. 


HONG KONG — Blue drips ended virtually unchanged in thin 

trading in contrast tn Tohm’s and Nmv Vnrlr’e _ c 


trading in contrast to Tokyo’s and New York’s s 
ance. The Hang Seng eased a mere 0.05 to 3; 


SINGAPORE — The stock market dosed on a mixed note after 
profit-taking alternated with selective bargain hunting in active 
trading. The Straits Times industrial index rose 6.13 to 1,194.63. 

BOMBAY — Share prices dosed mixed on profit-taking towards 
the dose after the market opened firm after two days of sharp 
price rises. . K 

FRANKFURT — .West German shares ended mixed in subdued 
trading as the continued s t r e ng th of toe dollar and high U S 
interest rates undermined prices. The real-time 30-share DAX 
index dosed 2.79 points higher 1309.26. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares dosed generally slightly higher on low 
volume, dealers said. The aU-share Swiss performance index 
etfeedtq)23 to 996.6 points while toe index of leading shares rose 


LONDON — Prices were mixed in moderate late trading 
supported by a firmer Wall Street. At 1510 the FTSE was 
up 1.7 points at 2/1722. 

NEW YORK— Wall Streetstocks tinned higher in eariy trading 
after a mixed opening. The Dowwas up seven at 2283 and gahicTC 
took a moderate lead over dedmers. 






at a deep discount b ecau s e they 
pay so interest until maturity, at 
acost of $11-$12 bffioa, Feiaberg 
estimated. 


A partial guarantee of interest 

for two years mkht cost the IMF 

and World Bank an extra $20 
bfflkra or so, rasing toe totaled* 
to the temfing agencies to $30-135 
billion, he sod. ‘ - 

Feinberg hailed the Brady 
proposals for creating a new 
atmosphere and a new attitude 
but warned that debtors and cre- 
ditors may try to m anip ulate toe 
secondary market for Third 
Worid debt to achieve the prices 
that suit them. 


simplify the costly system of mid- 
dlemen that goods pass through 
en route to consumers; pass on to 
consumers the benefits of the 
yen’s rise, which lowers the cost 
of foreign products, fuel and raw 
materials and curb sharp recent 
rises in land and housing costs. 

Kajiyama said his labour con- 
federation also seeks to reduce 
average working hours to 

1.800 by 1993 — matching a 
government target. 
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Fresh allegations feed 
Soviet drugs scandal 


MOSCOW (AP) — In the second 
-revelation on rampant Soviet 
doping practices In less than a 
week, a Moscow newspaper re- 
ported Tuesday that almost 300 
Soviet athletes were punished for 
using forbidden drugs in the three 
years preceding last summer’s 
Seoul Olympics. 

“In the three pre-Olympic 
years, the anti-doping laboratory 
of the sports committee had to 
work hard — ■ 290 of our athletes 
and trainers were punished for 
doping," said the newspaper 
Leninskoye Znamya, on Leninist 
Banner, Tuesday. 

In an article published late last 
week, the Soviet magazine Smc- 
na, or Change, revealed that 
Soviet Olympic athletes had their' 
urine secretly p re-checked for 
steroid use in a heavily guarded 
$2.5 million laboratory on a ship 
docked near Seoul. 

Leninskoye Znamya reported 
that the Soviet sports establish- 
ment is tightening its control over 
athletic drug use by expanding its 
spot-testing and introducing new 
punishments. 

“Tbe struggle against doping is 
entering a new phase," said Vasi- 
ly Gromyko, deputy chairman of 
the state sports committee, as 


quoted by tbe newspaper. "Now 
we’re starting to spot-test athletes 
during traming," not just before 
competitions. 

In a sign of cooperation with 
the United States on the drag 
issue, Gromyko said that a new 
agreement with the U.S. Olympic 
committee grants Soviet and 
American monitors the right to 
test each other’s athletes. Lenins- 
koye Znamya reported. 

A Soviet delegation will fly to 
the United States for tbe first 
round of testing within days, the 
newspaper said. 

The Soviet sports committee 
also plans to start publishing the 
names of athletes who are dis- 
qualified and punished for dop- 
ing, the newspaper said. 

The newspaper also revealed 
that international-level speed 
skater Liudmila Filimonova was 
barred from competition for two 
years after testing positive for 
forbidden hormones before the 
recent winter Spartakiad, a 
Soviet national competition. 

She and her trainer repeatedly 
denied that she was taking ster- 
oids, but tests in Hast Germany 
and Moscow contradicted her, 
the newspaper said. 


Swedes open the account 


DORTMUND, West Germany 
(R) — Young Swede Peter Karl- 
sson lived up to the responsibili- 
ties placed on him in his World 
Table Tennis championship de- 
but Wednesday when be helped 
the European champions to an 
easy opening win. 

Rising star Karlsson, 19, con- 
tributed two victories as Sweden 
swept to a 5-0 victory over Barba- 
dos without dropping a set in the 
round robin which opens the 
team event. 

Former European champion 
Joergert Piersson also won twice 
and Mikael Appelgren, the cur- 
rent occupant of the European 


throne, beat Errol Skeete 21-8 
21 - 8 . 

Swedish coach Glenn Osth, 
who led Sweden to the team 
silver medal at the last three 
championships, rested world 
singles runner-up Jan-Ove Wald- 
ner and Olympic bronze medallisr 
Erik Lindh in anticipation of 
more strenuous matches ahead. 

Defending champions China's 
first match, which had been due 
to open the day on one of tbe six 
tables on the centre court, had to 
be put back by several hours 
because of the late arrival of their 
opponents from Madagascar, 
held up by visa delays. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

£1089 Tribum Uadla Sonrims, Inc. 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*6 ? AQJ6 OAK85 *AQ102 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sonttr — West — North' East 

1 * -l* Pass Pass 

Obi Pass 2 7 Pass 

? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

4J6 9AKQ73 093 4AQ105 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 4 Pass 

Z 4 Pass 2 O Pass 

j 

What do you bid now? 

Q^— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

483 9AJ7fi 0A82 4AJ92 

The bidding has proceeded: 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

q. 4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 


North 

East 

Sooth 

West 

l 4 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

2 4 

Pass 

3 <7 

Pass 

3 4 

Pass 

* 



What do you bid now? 


you hold: 

4873 9AJ9 0104 4KQJ92 

The'Blddtag has proceededr 

North-East — South Wert* — 

1 9 Pass 2 4 Pass 

2 NT P ass 7 

What do you bid now? 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

46 9653 OKJ9 4AK10542 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 9 Pass 2 4 Pass 

2 9 Pass T 

What do you bid now? 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

472 9K87 OAI0 4AKJ1052 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

14 14 1 NT Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

Look for answers on Monday. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


bWPRi’S 4-1 



“Stanley doesn’t leave a ring 
around the bathtub. He leaves a 
ring around the whole bathroom.” 


STUMY 






Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
!«, by Henri Arnold and Bob' Lee 


□ 

LU 

L 



j 




LYSEEP 


mmwrn 

u 

u 



VEEBAH 


mum* 



WHAT A CAPL 
BRINGS OUT JN 
SOME MEN. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, aa sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. . 


Print answer here: LLlJUCOjU 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FAIRY LOVER PARADE TIDBIT 
Answer. A deadbeat sticks to his friends until this— 
"DEBT" DO THEM PART 



A long journey: the New Zealand team after braving the South seas 
and American technology, crossed the world to struggle for moral 
victory in the U.S. courts. 


FORECAST FOB THURSDAY. MARCH 30, 1989 

% HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By the Carroll Rfghter Astrological Foundation 

dear of arrangements that are per- 
manent, fixed, or cannot be 
modified Pursue an interesting 
romantic prospect. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You 
leal alone and unsure when you do 
not have supportive people around 
you. Take advantage of good buys 

at the marketplace. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 2]) A 
positive attitude will help you 
through the day. Hostility levels 
are high. Avoid the temptation to 
Straighten out cranky associates. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) Keep a loose schedule that could 
include some surprise moves. 
Prepare for a social g a t he ri n g. 
Gains are slow but sure. 
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 

Pl|t «" Mmphmn a tin op timis m, con- 

tacts with people you enjoy, and 
business associates who can help. 
Reserve time for a cultural event. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19} 
You feel tested by others. Self- 
confidence is important. Call a 
friend to join in a shopping adven- 
ture. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Reconcile differences with a family 
member. Check on a friend who is 
under the weather. Neighbors play 
a key role in the evening. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Get 
important tasks done during the 
morning hours and let tbe after- 
noon and evening proceed in a 
lighthearted, uninvolved, way. Put 
an^ hasty unplanned moves on 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19} 
Analyze the situation before you 
make any important moves. Build 
your strength and get added rest. 
Tbe red light turns green tomorrow. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Friendships are important. A secret 
attraction has you playing a 
waiting game. Moves you make 
now will pay off. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Stick to business as usual with no 
changes. Your inclination to stir up 
some action is not in your best in- 
terest. Trust fate to lead the way. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 21) Worry over finances can get 
you in a gray mood. An overload of 
responsibilities is only a temporary 
situation. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 2D Stay 

with established procedures. Hunk 
twice before making important 
changes. Contacts with higher-ups 
can prove rewarding. 

I (Aug. 22 to Sept 22t Stay 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY. MARCH 31, 1989 
— As Charted By The Carroll Rlghter -Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
This day greets us with friendly and 
- communicative impulses that will 
continue through the weekend. 
There is a tendency to overspend 
and overindulge which can tax your 
vitality and pocketbook. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Keep 
a loose schedule that can be ad- 
justed to fit your needs. Use 
moderation in pleasures and pas- 
times. Enjoy the comforts of life. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
You resent pressures that stem 
from inefficiency. Discord and 
frustration are the result of poor 
finances. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Concentrate on art, music, sensual- 
ity and romance. Improve com- 
munications with the opposite sex. 
Stay on a steady course. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Breaking new ground pays 
oft Understanding other view- 
points has rewards. Lower your 
expectations. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Your 
vitality is high. A response on your 
part is needed to connect with 
someone interested in you. Have 
faith in your abilities. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Mix- 
ing business with pleasure is not 


the ideal situation. Pump yourself 
up and find someone informal with 
whom you can have fun with. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Ec- 
centric acaumnt&ttCBB cross your 
path. A hard-boiled associate 
should be avoided. Don’t move in 
too many directions at once. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 2D 
Emotions are close to the surface. 
Your fast pace may be a source of 
irritation toothers who need some 
of your time and energy. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Humor is the best antidote for 
the social bines. Give an invitation 
to a cultural event to a friend. 
Added rest increases physical- 
stamina 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jen. 20) 
Use diplomacy to handle u n ti me ly 
disputes. Benefits flow from the 
fruits of your labor. Avoid careless 
moves that are unsafe 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Home and business seem to be on 
a collision course. Use the weekend 
to straighten out family situations 
that could bod over. 

PISCES (Feb- 20 to Mar. 20) 
Those around you seem to be at 
cross purposes. Your sensitivities 
make you sensual and adoring with 
the right person. 


THE Daily Crossword by Sidney L Robbins 


ACROSS 
1 Colored 
5 Treaties 
10 Usa the 
slopes 

13 Seep 

14 CokHlul fish 

15 Hwys. 

16 Subway Items 
18 Ogles 

18 Rub out 

20 Everything 

21 Friend 

22 Period 
24 Pierces 

27 Future hen 
30 Orfanda’a 
slate: abbr. 

32 " — power” 
(Longfellow) 

33 Household 
deity 

34 Single 
36 la 

Enough" 

38 Ability to form 
mental 
(mages 

43 Related 
maternally 

44 — motto 

45 Dina 

46 F tar 
48 Edge 
So Attempt 

$1 Land holdings 
53 Permit 
55 Puitfa del — 
Sfi Youngster 
58 LiKs 

62 Curdled milk 
83 Passe 
85 Tonne and Otl 

66 Maxim 

67 Exam 

68 Batora 

69 Uptight 

70 Follower*: 
cuff. 

DOWN 

1 Love to 
exeats 

2 Possessive 

3 Post Found 

4 Thick 

5 Container 
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a 

la 
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■ 
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■ 
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6 Samoan port 

7 Beautiful: prof. 

8 Actress Todd 

0 Draft tatters 

10 Editorial 
Instructions 

11 Ship parts 

12 Paris suburb 

15 Sat straight 

17 Peon 

23 laatl" 

25 Dominate 

26 “~comk: la — 
ol sympathy” 
(Emerson) 

27 Whitney or 
Yale 

28 Brave 

29 Literary 
method 

31 CoilseBon ol 
anecdotes 

35 Airport abbr. 

37 Autocrat 

39 Elastic bands 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


nmnn nnn^i nnnnn 
rannn nnnn nnnnn 
tiomi nnnn nnnnn 
rannnnn nnnnnnra 
nnnnntinnm 
nnranra nnnnnnnnn 
nnnon gqhog non 
nnnn nnnn 

nnn nrnnnn nnnnn 
unnnnnninn nnnan 
rnnnnnnnnn 
nmnnanin nnnrann 
□nnnn nnnn annin 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnri nnnn nnnn 


42 Piggery 57 Follows 

47 Hoodwink relentlessly 

4Q Fonrfle* 59 Soviet 

51 Graveth ridge veto 

52 Be«lz*bub 60 Otherwise 

54 -—truth 61 Collections 

40 Virginia widow 55 GW In a S3 Grain 

41 Ailing Salinger story 64 Charge 


Court disallows win for bad sportsmanship 

U.S. loses Americas Cup 


NEW YORK (AP) — A judge Tuesday disqualified 
the San Diego yacht dub as the winner in last year’s 
America’s Cup challenge and awarded the interna- 
tional sailing trophy to the defeated New Zealand 
dub. 


State supreme court justice 
Carmen Gparick said San Diego 
“violated the spirit” of the race 
by using a 60-foot (18.2-metre) 
catamaran to defend against die 
Mercury Bay Yacht Chib’s single- 
hulled yacht, which is about 90 
feet (27.4 metres) at the water 
line. 

San Diego’s catamaran is tbe 
“Stars and Stripes/’ a multi-hul- 
led boat that is lighter, faster and 
more manoeuvrable than the 
“New Zealand.” 

Skippered by Dennis Conner, 
the-San Diego crew sailed to easy 
victory over tbe Mercury Bay 
dub in waters off San Diego last 
September. 

Calling the contest a “gross 
mismatch,” the judge ordered tbe 
158 -yeax-oId Silver Cup turned 
over to the. New Zealanders. 

“Tom Mitchell, a spokesman 
for San Diego, said he was sur- 
prised by the ruling and that his 


group would review the decision 
and decide what action to take 
next. 

In her 14-page decision, the 
judge said: “the court is mmdfiil 
that forfeiture is a drastic remedy in 
tbe instance of a competition such 
as the America’s Cup, with its 
laige economic significance and 
prestige. 

“Nonetheless, the parties 
neither seek or suggest any 
alternative relief upon the dis- 
qualification of a competitor, nor 
is any alternative relief feasible 
under the circumstances.” 

The judge said the 101 -year-old 
deed of gift which governs the 
race does not specify the size a 
boat must be or the number of 
nulls it must have. 

But, she said, “the conclusion 
is inescapable” that George 
-Schuyler, who established the 
race, “contemplated the defend- 
ing vessel to relate in some way to 


die specifications of the chal- 
lenger.” 

Therefore, CSparick said, “It is 
dear that a catamaran may not 
defend an America’s Cup com- 
petition against a monohuO.” 

The cup was first won in 1851 
by the yacht “America” in a race 
against several boats of the royal 
yacht dub in England. In 1857, 
the “America” syndicate deeded 
the cup to the New York Yacht 
club with a trust document estab- 
lishing the competition and its 
terms. 

The New York group kept the 
cup for 131 years before losing it 
to the Royal Yacht chib of Austra- 
lia in 1983 at Newport, Rhode 
Island. 

The San Diego dub, led by 
Conner, won the America's Cup 
in 1987 in Australia from the 
Perth group. 

Tbe Mercury Bay group of 
Auckland, New Zealand, led by 
Fay, first came to court in July 
1987, arguing it shonld be 
allowed to challenge San Diego jn 
a ooc-oo-ooe race for tbe cup in' a 
boat larger than tbe 12-metre 
(39.3-foot) yacht that had been 
used in America’s Cup contests 
sinpe 1956. 


The judge agreed on Dec. 21 , 
1987, and ordered San Diego tc 
defend the cup agains t New Zsa- . 
land. San Diego was to use the 
‘ 12-metre boat, which runs about 
45 feet (13.7 metres) at the water- 
line. 

But Conner instead decided to 
use a catamaran. Fay asked the 
judge to find San Diego in con- 
tempt for preparing to sail such v 
vessel but she refused to bar the 
catamaran's use. 

After losing the San Diego 
race, Fay asked Gparick to void 
the result. 

In awarding the cup to rhe Nev/ 
Zealanders, the judge wrote: 

“It is hoped that further defen- 
der-trustees will place rhe in- 
terests of the cup and its spirit in y 
paramount position. The court 
urges Mercury Bay to fulfill 
obligations as trustee in the spirit 
of friendly competition ths: 
George L. Schuyler intended.” 

Fay said talks' would be he!c 
with the challenger of record, the 
Royal Perth Yacht Club. He svr.C 
he expected challengers to gather 
in Auckland, New Zealand, in 
early 1991, with tbe finals ir 
April. - 


Kiwis jubilant, Bond strident 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand awoke jnbllantly 
Wednesday to the news that a 
New York court had awar d ed ft 
the celebrated America’s Cup 
yachting trophy and swiftly 
announced that it wotid host 
the next ehallwipp in 1991. 

Early morning radio shows 
were flooded with ecstatic cal- 
lers rmigra tutoring mlffi mafrll 

buiker Michael Fay, who led 
tiie challenge from New Zea- 
land’s tiny Mercury Bay hom- 
ing dub — which doesn't even 
have a proper dob home. 

Prime Minister David Lange 
joined the celebrations, saying: 
“this is a victory for the Amer- 
ica’s Cop. It restores the in- 
tegrity of one of the world’s 
great sporting events.” 

.Mercury Bay’s commodore. 


Toby More am, said: “We 
don’t have a chib home bat 
there wU be a real party at the 
commodore’s home,” while an 
enthusiastic caller to a WcBag* 
ton Radio Station rejoiced at 
the put-down for San Diego 
skipper Dennis Conner. 

‘Face in the mod* 

“It's great to rub Dennis 
Conner’s face in the mad,” he 
said. 

Along with his business part- 
ner, Fay sank more than $10 
million into Mercury Bay’s 
challenge for the cup off San 
Diego last September. 

PERTH. (R) — Australia’s 
yachting fraternity welcomed 
the New York court dedsfon to 
award the America’s Cup to 


New Zealand Wednesday and 
told the American losers it 
would be pointless to appeal. 

“I was not surprised at the 
decision but I was surprised at 
the clarity of it,” said Perth 
business tycoon Alan Bond. “It 
leaves no room for appeal.” 

Bold, who In 1983 became 
the first challenger tq take 
yachting’s most prestigious tro- 
phy from the the New York 
Yacht Chib, said the decision 
Tuesday by s u p rem e court jus- 
tice Carmen Gparick under- 
lined his frith toUntied States 
justice. 

“It is not surprising that the 
judge has made a ruling that 
made the 15188 America’s Cup a 
mismatch. It does show spite 
dearly America believes injus- 
tice and independent justice.” 


“I am now hopeful that tfci j 
judge’s rating will not be the : 
subject of Anther legal dud-.i 
leuge but that is always a possi- ‘ 
baity,” Bond said. j 

Brad has two challeng es for ; 
the next America’s Cup, set to : 
taka place off Auckland in early 
1991. 

John Bertrand, dripper of ! 
Bond’s winning Australia U in i 
1983, said: “It’s a damning i 
derision. What the Americans „> 
did cheapened what we did and 
the America’s Cap in general. 

“With a derision that is so 
strong I’d be surprised if the 
Americans do appeal. I have no 
doubt that San Diego deserved 
every harsh word said against 
it. The defence was simply ifle- 
ghfanate.” 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 
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Mufti to enter speed test 

Tbe Aram ex sponsored Daihatsu Charm ant driven by the former 
champion Haitham Mufti, will be entering the first speed test of 
the year. 

The race will be held at the Royal Automobile Club of Jordan 
on Friday, March 31st. 

Mufti, won the last leg of 1988’s Jordan .championship in 
November and managed to score 4th in the AI Roman HSU Climb 
race in the Aramex car last year. 

Mufti, will continue partitipatfog under the Aramex name in all 
speed tests and Al Human Hill Climb events throughout 1989. 

Officials to investigate death of boxer 

CHARLESTON, South Caroline (AP) — The president of the 
South Carolina Amateur Boxing Federation says the organisation 
will investigate tbe death of an 18-year-old boxer who died after 
fighting two bouts in one-day last week. Guydell Williams of 
Jackson, Tennessee, suffered a massive stroke after fighting twice 
last Wednesday in tbe Canadian-American days boxing cham- 
pionships. He died about noon Saturday at tbe Medical Universi- 
ty of South Carolina, where he had remained unconscious in the 
surgical trauma intensive care unit since Wednesday night. 


Zola Budd pfens April wedding' '■ 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — - South African-born runner Zola 
Budd will marry on April 15, a move which one newspaper said 
meant she would not run again. Budd and liquor store owner 
Mike Pietersee told reporters Tuesday night they had set the date 
for their wedding in Budd’s home town of Bloemfontein. 


BUILDING FOR RENT 

A building for rent consisting of 4 apartments, each apartment 
consists of 3 bedrooms and its facilities with independent central 
heating. 

Location: Shmeisani, Abdul Hamid Sharaf Street, opposite 
Commodore Hotel first turn on the left after the traffic lights right 
opposite Ahmad and Mousa Salon. 

Annual rent for every apartment in the ground floor is JD 2,000, J 
The rent for every apartment in the first floor is JD 1,800. 

Please call 870530 . 


Peanuts 


00 YOU WANT TO KNOW ABOUT THE BEAN BALL NOW. 
OR PO YOU WANT IT TO BE A SURPRISE ? 





K* 


Mutt‘n’ Jeff 



Andy Capp 
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& ( YOUR LUCKY DAY/') 
> PERCY - HE'S UPj^ 



□ 





X'/W SC*Y\E COLLECTOR 
■ - I CANT EVEN -r- 
COLLECT /WY WITS / ) 
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Uneasy quiet settles over strife-torn province after two days of rioting 

Albania demands end to Kosovo ‘terror* 


PARIS (Agencies) — Albanian Foreign Minister 
Reis Malile Wednesday demanded “an end to the 
terror* * in Yugoslavia’s troubled Kosovo province 
and urged Belgrade to rein in its police. 


“There must be an end to the 
terror. One roust be wise, not use 
the police," Malile told reporters 
outside the French Foreign 
Ministry after talks with his coun- 
terpart Roland Dumas. 

At least 21 people have been 
killed in a week of rioting in 
Kosovo, where members of the 
ethnic Albanian majority are pro- 
testing against Serbian domi- 
nance. 

Asked about charges from Bel- 
grade that Albania was secretly 
fomenting unrest among the peo- 
ple of Kosovo, Malile replied; 

“It's a lie. We have no interest 
in doing that. Itt's a pretext, a 


malady, accusing others to justify 
what happens there. 

“We want stability in Yugosla- 
via," he said. 

Asked if the situation could 
develop into what one reporter 
described as a “Balkans powder- 
keg," he said: ‘‘We hope not." 

Malile. the first Albanian fore- 
ign minister to visit France in 42 
years, had just signed a civil 
aviation accord with Dumas in a 
gilded room at the Quai d'Orsay. 

Both ministers said thejr looked 
forward to widening relations be- 
tween the two countries in all 
spheres. 

However, French diplomats 


were at pains not to let Paris get 
involved in a dispute between 
Yugoslavia and Albania. 

Dumas stood silently alongside 
his guest as Malile answered 
questions on the front steps of the 
Foreign Ministry building. 

Tirana, gradually emerging 
from decades of self-imposed 
isolation under the (ate Stalinist 
leader Enver Hoxha, is due to 
host a top-level conference of 
Balkan states next year. 

Meanwhile in Kosovo an un- 
easy quiet prevailed Wednesday 
after two days of rioting by ethnic 
Albanians left as many as 21 
people dead and 76 injured. 

A spokeswoman for Kosovo's 
Information Office, Marija Gasi, 
told the AP: ‘Today the situation 
in Kosovo is normal. There has 
been no single extraordinary 
event." 


However, Radmflo Bogdano- 
vic, interior minister of the Re- 
public of Serbia, described tbe 
situation as “dramatic and chang- 
ing from hour to hour." 

For six consecutive days, ethnic 
Albanians angered by Serbia’s 
efforts to tighten its control over 
Kosovo have pelted security 
forces with stones and police (rave 
responded with tear gas. 

“The security forces are mak- 
ing great efforts to restore peace' 
and order,” Bog danovic told Ser- 
bia’s parliament in Belgrade. 

The Federal Interior Ministry 
in Belgrade said Tuesday that the 
unrest resembled an armed upris- 
ing and appeared well organised. 
Extra police were dispatched to 
Kosovo from throughout Yugos- 
lavia. 

Bogdanovic estimated that 
14,000 ethnic Albanians battled 


2,400 police on the streets of 
Kosovo Monday, the day of the 
greatest bloodshed and rioting. 
Two police officers were killed. 


The state news agency Tan jug 
injured 


said 76 people have been inj 
in the unrest, two more than the 
figure released by the Interior 
Ministry. 


The ministry reported 25 
policemen injured, five of them 


seriously, and 49 demonstrators 
hurt. 

Authorities had imposed an 8 
p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew on the 
province Monday and forbade 
public gatherings of more than 
three people. 

But street fighting flared anew 
Tuesday. In Zur, a village near 
the border with Albania, protests 
reportedly continued into the 
night after police shot to death an 
18-year-old village youth. 


Meese 
warned 
SSorth about 


sover-up 


WASHINGTON (R) — Former 
Attorney General Edwin Meese 
testified Tuesday that he warned 
Oliver North not' to conceal what 
he knew about the Iran-contra 
affair to protect himself or then- 
Pre&ident Ronald Reagan. 

Meese, testifying for the pro- 
secution in North's criminal trial, 
staid he told North at the begin- 
ning of an administrative inquiry 
into the case that Reagan's poli- 
tical opponents would try to top- 
ple the president if they sensed a 
cover-up. 

“The worst that could happen 
is if someone tried to conceal 
anything to protect themselves or 
the president or to try to put a 
good spin on it," Meese said 

Meese said he only became 
aware of a plan to divert the 
proceeds from arms sales to Iran 



Edwin Meese 

to the Nicaraguan contra rebels in 
November 1986, just days before 
North was fired from his job at 
the Reagan administration 
National Security Council (NSC). 

While acknowledging he had 
given advice on the Iran arms sale 
as early as January 1986, he said 
be learned of the diversion of 
funds to the contras Nov. 22, 
1986, after Justice Department 
aides found a memorandum in 
the NSC files. 


Czech hijackers surrender 


FRANKFURT (R) — Two teen- 
age Czechoslovak gunmen hi- 
jacked a Hungarian airliner from 
Prague to Frankfurt Wednesday 
and then surrendered to West 
German authorities, police said. 

There were no reported in- 
juries to the 10 passengers and 
three crew aboard the Soviet- 
made Tupolev 34 (RPT 134), 
which was commandeered at Pra- 
gue airport. 

Frankfurt police spokesman 
Kurt Kraus said the two hijackers 
were Czechoslovak youths, aged 
15 and 16, who were armed with a 
sawn -off shotgun and a rifle. 

The airliner of the Hungarian 
state airline Malev landed at 
Frankfurt airport at 12:32 p.m. 
(1032 GMT). Negotiations fol- 
lowed for 30 minutes before the 
hijackers left the plane and gave 
themselves up, an airport spokes- 
man said. 

Kraus said the hijackers were 
being questioned to establish 
their motives. The passengers 
and crew were also being ques- 


tioned, be said. 

The plane was parked in a 
freight area after the drama en- 
ded, he said. 

In Prague, the state press agen- 
cy CTK said the Czechoslovak 
government had taken steps to 
extradite Ihe hijackers, whom it 
called terrorists. 

Hungarian radio said earlier 
the hijackers spoke Slovak, the 
language of Czechoslovakia’s 
eastern Slovakian region, but 
were initially thought to be 
Polish. 

Kraus denied reports that the 
hijackers banded themselves over 
to U.S. military authorities. 
Frankfurt airport, continental 
Europe's busiest, shares runways 
with a U.S. air force base next 
door. 

Kraus said the two bad 
boarded a West German police 
vehicle. 

The Malev flight originated in 
Budapest, the Hungarian capital, 
with 110 passengers aboard. It 
flew as scheduled to Prague for a 


stopover before it was to continue 
to Amsterdam. 

Hungarian radio said two men 
with guns and brandishing hand 
grenades seized the airliner at 
Prague airport, demanding origi- 
nally to be taken to the United 
States. 

The pilot replied he could fly 
only within Europe and the hi- 
jackers then chose Barcelona, 
Spain, the radio said. 

An air traffic controller in Bar- 
celona said shortly afterwards 
the plane was on its way there, 
but in Amsterdam, a Schiphoi 
airport security spokesman said 
he had received information that 
it was heading for Frankfurt. 

Hungarian Radio said only 10 
passengers were left on board the 
plane after it left Prague follow- 
ing an offer by Hungary's consul 
in Prague, Lajos Taba, to act as 
hostage. 

Some passengers were able to 
escape through the back door of 
the aircraft before it took off 
from the Czechoslovak capital. 


Hollywood goes on mad spending spree for Oscars 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
Hollywood has gone on a spend- 
ing spree for Wednesday’s Oscar 
Awards which film experts pre- 
dict will honour “Rain Man" and 
its star Dustin Hoffman as the 
victors. 

Fans are snapping up tickets at 
S2.500. up to 100 times their 
original value, for the show. 

Five hundred chauffeur-driven 
limousines have been booked at 
S500 a time to bring in the stars. 

A thousand metres of red car- 
pet have been rolled out. Fans 
are sleeping in the outdoor stands 
awaiting the celebrities and giant 
golden statuettes of Oscars are 
guarding the entrance to the 
theatre, the Shrine Auditorium. 

Every Beverly Hills hair salon 
is booked solid for the day and 
there is not a dinner suit to be 
hired. The champagne is on ice. 


The annual awards will be 
watched by an estimated one 
billion-strong world television au- 
dience, including the Soviet Un- 
ion for tbe first time. 


Brokers said they have sold 
dozens of tickets, originally 
bought by film industry em- 
ployees for between $25 and 
$150, for $2,500 each. 

Within hours the fans are ex- 
pected by film experts to watch 
Hoffman accept his second Oscar 
in 10 years for his role in Rain 
Man as an autistic savant who has 
'sparks of genius but cannot hand- 
le everyday events. 


Kramer vs. Kramer, told repor- 
ters. 

In the Best Actress category, 
Glenn Close, nominated five 
times in eight films but still to win 
an Oscar, is considered a dose 
favourite with 26-year-old Jodie 
Foster. 


Close was nominated for her 
role of the scheming aristocrat in 
the period drama of seduction. 
Dangerous Liaisons. Foster was 
chosen for her portrayal of a 
woman raped in a bar while 
bystanders cheered in the film 
The Accused. 


The film, which leads the field 
with eight nominations, is also 
heavily favoured to be chosen 
Best Picture. 

“I'm walking on clouds," Hoff- 
man, who won his first Oscar for 


The 4,632 members of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, a conservative body 
which chooses the winners, have 
shown in the past that they like 
spectacular films and this may 
give Qose the edge. 


Martin Landau, best known for 
the television series Mission Im- 
possible, faces strong competition 
from Sir Alec Guinness but could 
be rewarded for appearing in 
more than 50 films with an Oscar 
for Best Supporting Actor for 
Tucker: The Man and His 
Dream. 

Sigourney Weaver, nominated 
for Best Supporting Actress for 
her role of a Wall Street boss who 
loses out to her secretary in 
Working Girl, is generally consi- 
dered by the experts a strong 
favourite against lesser known 
actresses such as Joan Cusack and 
Frances McDonnand. 

Allan Carr, the Oscar show 
producer, has added some new 
twists this year. There will be no 
emcee. Instead, presenters will 
be duets of stars, some married or 
romantically linked to each other. 


These include Ryan O'Neal and 
Farrah Fawcett, Melanie Griffith 
and Don Johnson and Goldie 
Hawn and Kurt Russell. 

Carr, who took b roadway by 
storm with La Cage Aux Folles, 
predicted a show that will com- 
bine “the best of movies, the best 
of b roadway and the best of 
television all rolled into one." 

Apart from Rain Man, in the 
Best Picture category the 
Accidental Tourist, Dangerous 
Liaisons, Mississippi Burning and 
Working Girl are also nominated. 

In the best actress category 
Meryl Streep was nominated for a 
Cry in the Dark, Glenn Qose was 
selected for Dangerous Liaisons, 
Jodie Foster was named for The 
Accused, Sigourney Weaver was 
nominated for Gorillas in the 
Mist and Miss Griffith was chosen 
for Working Girl. 



South Korean students throw petrol 
Seoul’s Yonsei University. 


as they 


out of 


Roh shakes-up army 


SEOUL (AP) — President Roh 
Tae-Woo ordered a major shake- 
up involving 49 senior generals 
after military hardliners criticised 
his failure to suppress dissidents, 
officials and news reports said 
Wednesday. 

Roh was reportedly replacing 
several right-wingers in key 
security posts with generals loyal 
to him. Many senior commanders 
being, retired or transferred to 
lesser posts were allies of former 
President Chun Doo-Hwan. 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man, who refused to be identified 
in keeping with official practice, 
said a major shuffle was ordered 
in the army’s high command. He 
would not elaborate, but details 
appeared in all Seoul news- 
papers. 

The shake-up had been ex- 
pected next month. It follows 
reports that hardliners in the gov- 
ernment and military were un- 
happy with what they saw as 
Rob's failure to curb anti-govern- 
ment radicals and his efforts to 
build ties with communist na- 
tions. 

A farther shake up of divisional 
commanders was expected to be 
announced in the coming weeks. 

Opposition parties said Tues- 
day the realignment was needed 
to prevent military meddling in 
politics. The army has been a 
major force in South Korean poli- 
tics and twice seized power in the 
nation’s 40-year history. 

Roh, a former general who 
woa presidential elections in De- 
cember 1987, has tried to pursue 
a moderate policy and portray 
himself as a populist. But the 
government has -not won the 
broad support Roh sought. 


Ministry officials said spring 
changes in the army high com- 
mand were normal, but the num- 
ber of posts said to be involved 
was modi larger than in routine 
shuffles. 

Indications of unhappiness 
with Roh had been increasing. 
Administration Minister Kim 
Yong-Kap quit the cabinet this 
month after attacking the govern- 
ment for not suppressing dissi- 
dents and radical students. 

Last week, the commandant of 
the South Korean Military 
Academy, Lieutenant General 
Min Byong-Don, failed to salute 
Roh at graduation ceremonies 
and made a speech criticising 
government efforts to establish 
ties with communist nations. 

Roh waits to ease the con- 
frontation with communist North 
Korea by building relations with 
its allies. 

This week, senior generals 
issued an unprecedented state- 
ment demanding that leading dis- 
sident Moon Ik-Hwan be 
punished for illegally visiting 
North Korea. Moon reportedly 
met Monday with North Korean 
leader Kim D Sung to discuss 
reuniting the Korean Peninsula, 
divided after World War II. 

The two Koreas are bitter riv- 
als, and Kim ordered the 1950 
invasion that started the Korean 
War. The Seoul government said 
Moon was trying to undermine its 
authority and warned be would 
be arrested if he returned home. 

The government is reportedly 
split between those demanding a 
harsh crackdown on dissidents 
and moderates loyal to Rob who 
favour pragmatic and conciliatory 
policies. 


To the young generation... 

To the most dear to our hearts... 
To the nation’s hope... 


RAWDAT AL-MAREF AL-AHLIYYAH 
SCHOOLS & COLLEGE. 


.Offers a comprehensive education in all skills In a full daily schedule. 

— Ministry of Education academic curricula are supplemented with parallel prog- 
rammes. 

— English occupies an important position in an intensive programme that begins from 
kindergarten. French is taught from grade four. 

— Science and humanities are taught in both Arabic and English. 

— Secondary pupils can opt for the British IGCSE, the Jordanian Certificate of 
Secondary Education with qualification for the American T.O.E.F.L. examinations. 

— A full daily schedule is offered in all aspects of education and pupils do their 
homework under the supervision of specialist tutors. 

— The premises cover an area of 42.000m 2 in which all the following sporting, 
vocational and cultural activities take place: Sports stadium, gymnasium, squash- 
court, bowling alley, shooting range, swimming pool, karate and Tae-kwan Do, 
horseriding, carpentry and handicraft, metalwork, typing, electronics, car-mecha^ 
nics and auto-electrical, computer studies for all sections, theatre with auditorium to 
seat 1,000, central library, concert-hall, club-house-cum-meeting hall. 

— The kindergarten and the mixed elementary sections are due to open in August 
1989 the middle and secondary sections in August 1990, on completion of the main 
teaching facilities, the sports and vocational training complexes. 

— Our privately-run buses will cover all districts of Greater Amman. 

— Our competitive fees include tuition and sporting, vocational and cultural activities 
plus lunch. 

For more details call our offices 
on the eighth floor of the ‘Housing Bank 1 
building or contact us on 689580/1/2/3 

Office hours: 9.00 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. 4.00 p.m. - 7.00 p.m. 


[Except Fridays and public holidays.] 


Oil spill angers Alaskans 


VALDEZ, Alaska (AP) — 
High-ranking U.S. officials began 
evaluating Exxon's cleanup of the 
nation's worst oil spill as angry 
fishermen wearing black 
armbands vented their frustra- 
tions with the efforts. 

President George Bush dis- 
patched the team Tuesday to 
determine whether the federal 
government should take over the 
cleanup from Exxon Shipping 
Co. He said he has received 
conflicting reports about Exxon’s 
response to the spill that occured 
when the Exxon Valdez rammed 
a chartered reef about 40 
kilometres from port Valdez. 

The ship spilled 240,000 barrels 
of the 1.2 million barrels of crude 
oil on board. Since the tanker ran 
aground Friday, the 38 million 
litres of oil have moved more 
than 64 kilometres contaminating 
some beaches and marine life. 

Transportation Secretary 
Samuel Skinner, Environmental 
Protection Agency Administrator 
Bill Reilly and Coast Guard 
Commandant Paul Yost viewed 
the spill site by helicopter im- 


mediately after arriving in 
Valdez. 

After their tour. Skinner said it 
would be inappropriate to make 
any judgments until tbey talked 
to those involved in the cleanup. 
They planned to meet with ship-, 
ping company representatives' 
and state and federal agencies, 
then report back to Bush. 

In the fishing village of Cordo- 
va, 80 kilometres to the south- 
east, angry residents packed a 
school gymnasium Tuesday night 
for a meeting with state and 
Exxon officials. Many of the 
town’s 2,500 residents bad 
opposed using Valdez as tbe 
southern terminus for the Trans- 
Alaska oil pipeline. 

Resident Marla Adkins said 
the oil industry had promised to 
have adequate equipment on 
hand to handle any spills. “What 
happened here is not what we 
were told would happen 10 years - 
ago," she said. 

Fisherman John Booren said 
he feared publicity about the 
spill would destroy the market for 
the area's fish, even if the damage 


is contained,. 

The spill into the once-pristine 
Prince William Sound forced the 
closure of Valdez' port. Flow 
through the pipeline, which sup- 
plies nearly one-fourth of the 
nation's supply of domestic crude 
oil, was reduced to 800,000 bar- 
rels a day from 2.1 million. 


When the port reopened Tues- 
day, 10 tankers leri by the Arco 
Sag river were waiting to enter 
port and load at the Alyeska 
Pipeline Service Company 
marine terminal. Coast Quard Lt. 
Ed Wieliczkiewicz said. 

With state assistance, a Cordo- 
va fishermen's group dispatched a 
few dozen boats with . cleanup 
gear to protect three important 
pink salmon hatcheries in the 
path of the rapidly spreading 
slick. 


“Frankly, we are past attemp- 
ting to recover much oil," said 


Larry Dietrick. Alaska Depan- 

Con - 


ment of Environmental 
servation spokesman. “Cur prim- 
ary efforts are now in the defence 
of veiy sensitive areas." 
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Supertanker Exxon Valdez (insert) s u rrounded by 
11 million gallons of crude oil in Prince William 


Sound after the tanker ran 
reef. 


on a charted 



‘Crushing’ elephant ? 
goes to the circus *2 


TAMPA (AP) — An Asian 
elephant that fatally crushed a 
Busch Gardens handler last 
month has been sold to Rmgling 
Brothers and Barnum and Bailey 
Circus for its breeding program- 
me, a spokesman for the Theme 
park said. Busch Gardens offi- 
cials set oat to sell the 17- year-old 
elephant after the threc-ton 
ani tnai crushed a handler to 
death Feb. 5. The elephant, 
named Casey, was sokl and left 
the park last week, spokesman 
David Conrod said Tuesday. 
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Yazov makes fun of 
coup report 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet De- - 
fence Minister Dmitry Yazov 
Sunday brushed aside with a 
wisecrack an American "press re- 
port that he might have tried to 
stage a coup against Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev - . ‘Tve 
never even thought of it" the tall, 
burly general told reporters with - 
a grin at the polling station where 
be cast his vote in the Soviet 
general elections. "But you do go 
in' for all sorts of inventions in the 
West” added Yazov, who was 
appointed in 1987 by Gorbachev 
over the heads of more senior 
officers to spearhead a tightening . .• 
of discipline in the armed forces. . . 
Yazov, 65, arrived at the polling, 
station on Kosygin street in the 
south of Moscow an hour before . 
Gorbachev. According to Soviet . 
sources, tbe Yazovs and the Gor- 
bachevs live in the same official 
apartment building just 200 
metres away. 


Baldy keeps warm 
with flannel shirts 


HILLMAN, Minnesota (AP) — - 
A rare Holstein calf bom without ' 
hair has survived its first month .. 
by wearing flannel shirts and leg 
wraps, but it now faces the risk of * - 
fatal sunburn as summer - 
approaches. “The focal vet 
(veterenarian) has been here a - 
couple of times to look at him, - 
and he said he’s seen calves with . • 
two heads or five legs, but he’s 
never had to deal with one that 
doesn't have any hair." said Vir-- 
gil Hobeisel. the owner of Baldy. 
Except for a small patch of far 
on its hind quarters and two • 
wispy tufts on its forehead, the 
Hillman farmer's cow is as bald as 
a cue ball. Iff doesn't even have . 
eyelashes. “When it was bom, he 
reminded me of one of those little • 
baby mice without any hair," 
Hoheisel’s wife, Mary Lou, told, 
the Srt. Cloud Times newspaper 
recently. Raising a hairless calf 
has posed some unusual prob- 
lems. Baldy eats considerably 
more than most calves his age', 
yet he stays surprisingly svelte. 
Almost all of his food energy is T* - " 
consumed in keeping warm and 
not much is left for growing, the -fa) » 
Hoheisels said. To warm Baldy, 
the owners have outfitted him in 


old flannel shirts. And because he tea 


bruises and cuts easily. Mrs. 
Hoheisei has fitted him with leg . 


wraps. 




Underwear-mania 
hits Japan 


*a 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese women 
are buying luxury silk underwear 
at a furious rate thanks to reason- 
able prices and pocketbooks fall 
of cash, industry insiders said 
Tuesday. “Japanese people have 
Jots of money to bum these • . 
days,” said a spokesman for the : . 
Wacoa] Corporation. Japan’s 
largest lingerie maker. “You : 
could say it has led them to buy 
more luxury items like silk.”- 
Wacoars sales of silk underwear. 


bras, panties and other lingerie, 
jumped 150 per cent to 230 mil- 


lion yen ($1.7 5 million) ovr the 
past year, he said. A pair of silk> . 
panties costs about 3,000 yen - ' 
($22) while a brassiere is about" 
8,000 (560). 


(The weather at 
major world 
Capitals S- 
cities 


MUL. MAX. 


■C T - *C *F WMUnt 


AMSTERDAM 
ATHENS ..... 

BAHRAIN 

BANGKOK. .... 
BUENOS AlfiES 

CAIRO 

CHICAGO. 

COPENHAGEN 

FRANKFURT™. 

GENEVA 

HONGKONG.. 

ISTANBUL 

LONDON ... 
LOS ANGELES 
MADRID. . . 
MECCA 


MONTREAL... 

MOSCOW 

NEW DELHI. .L. 

NEW YORK 

PARIS 

ROME!.. : 

TOKYO .. . 


07 

«0 50 

17 83 
26 70 
« 55 
-13 55 

T6-61 
05 4l 

09 49 
05 41 

18 64 
04 3^ 
07 45 
H 52 
04 39 
21 70 
23 74 

04 38 
■0* 25 
14 -5f 

13 58 
13 55 

05 41 

06 43 

10 SO 


16 61 
22 72 


34 75 
33 BS 


27 60 
24 75 


Osar 
Ooudy 
Clear 
Owf 
Rain 
Clear 
24 75 Clew 
22 71 Qe* 


20 ea 
17 63 


22 72 
13 55 


18 81 

22 71 
11 52 
31 88 
26 78 
19 66 
04 39 
38 79 
28 82 

23 73 
23 73 
16 61 
21 70 


Clear 

Clear 

CHW 

Ooudy 

Ooudy. 

Ooudy 

Gear' 

Clear . 

Rem 


dear 
Clear - 
Clear 


/ 




